
Page  1

6:00 Service  

The Glorious and 
Beautiful Throne of God 
Let us journey with John to the throne 

room of God  

Revelation 4 

August 19, 2018; Volume 95, Number 33 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

The Ultimate Cause of the Moral Mess in America 
Charles C. Pugh III, Executive Director, Warren Christian Apologetics Center

10:30 service  

God Holds Your 
Breath in His Hand 

Do you understand the control 
that God has over your life?  

Daniel 5 

While having lunch with a university 
professor who has taught biblical texts and 
topics, philosophy, apologetics, and other 
related subjects for at least parts of four decades, 
I asked, “What is the major difference you see in 
today’s students (especially in Millennials) from 
the students you taught in the early years of your 
career?” Without hesitation he replied, “Today, 
especially in Millennials, there is the loss of 
conviction that there is absolute truth.” 

His answer reminds me of a passage in an 
essay from a 2016 book authored by Kenneth 
Woodward, religion editor of Newsweek for 
nearly forty years. From a career that generally 
would be the same time in history as that of my 
above mentioned professor friend, Woodward 
writes in his book, Getting Religion—Faith, 
Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower 
to the Era of Obama, the following: 

…[Y]oung Americans who arrive on 
campus aiming to develop a “philosophy 
of life” discover…the reigning ethic is 
m o r a l s e l f - a u t h o r i z a t i o n a n d 
nonjudgmentalism: what is right for me 
may not be right for you but no one has 

the right to judge anyone else. Nor 
should anyone be required to justify their 
actions. In fact, most students [today] 
lack a moral vocabulary for doing so. 

In the most searching studies we have of 
the moral lives of American collegians, 
sociologist Christian Smith found that 
many…could not identify a moral 
problem they had recently faced or 
misidentified a problem that was not 
moral at all. Asked what made something 
right, an all-too-typical response was this: 
“I mean for me I guess what makes 
something right is how I feel about it, but 
different people feel different ways, so I 
couldn’t speak on behalf of anyone else 
as to what’s right and what’s wrong.” 
This…moral relativism is part of what 
Smith calls the “dark side” of emergent 
adulthood, but it is also the prevailing 
moral context against which students 
with a sturdier sense of right and wrong 

Continued on page 2



Page  2

must defend themselves in and out of 
classrooms. (410) 

From whence comes this moral “self-
authorization” and “nonjudgmentalism”? Why 
has such a moral morass developed in America, 
even to the highest levels? In a 2006 book 
authored by a former U. S. President, we find 
the affirmation of this relativism that is eating 
away as a cancer in our nation: “Implied in its 
[the U. S. Constitution’s] structure, in the very 
idea of ordered liberty, was a rejection of 
absolute truth…any idea or ideology or 
theology or ‘ism’…that might lock future 
generations into a single, unalterable course…”  
Any idea or theology—really? 

The implications of such are staggering, and 
we are observing why and how they “play out” 
in human society. The late Dr. Thomas B. 
Warren said it better than I: “The loss of faith in 
God…has led to the abandonment of religion 
and to the rejection of objective standards of 

morality. When men reject or abandon faith in 
God, they reject all absolutes. When one rejects 
all absolutes…he must regard all of his moral 
ideas as nothing more than mere human 
inventions. When a person denies that there is a 
single moral standard which is equally 
applicable to all men at all times in all places, 
he is rightly branded as an exponent of ethical 
relativity.” 

With statements such as the preceding, and 
with his unparalleled work in the 20th century 
as a champion against atheism and agnosticism, 
Warren laid a foundation for the work of Warren 
Apologetics Center. Without absolute moral 
judgment there is no absolute truth. Without 
absolute truth there is no absolute moral 
judgment. There cannot be one without the 
other, and there is neither without God! Both 
flow from God. 

…The loss of faith in God is the ultimate 
reason why there is a loss of the conviction of 
absolute truth.

Continued from page 1

Our 14th Annual Fall Seminar: Atheism  

Presented by Ralph Gilmore

How crucial is this seminar?  

Mortimer J. Adler once said:  

“More consequences for 
thought and action follow from 
the affirmation or denial of 
God than from answering any 
other basic question.”  

I think Adler was right. If God 
exists, knowing Him should be 
our top priority. If God does 
not exist, we should not waste 
one more second talking about 
it.  

If God exists, then everything 
we do, say, and experience 
matters, for one day we shall 
give an account to Him for our 

lives, showing whether we 
conformed our lives to His 
purpose for creating us.  

If God does not exist, who 
cares about the way that we 
live, we should conduct our 
time on earth anyway we 
please.  

Americans used to conform to 
the former position and that is 
why Amer i ca became a 
shinning light to the rest of the 
world. However, more and 
more people have taken the 
position that God does not 
exist. It should not surprise us 
then that we see so many 

kooky things going on in 
America.  

Brother Ralph Gilmore is 
highly qualified to conduct this 
seminar for us. In September 
2016, he had a public debate 
with an atheist, Alexander 
Rosenberg. More about that in 
a future bulletin.  

Start thinking right now of 
people you want to invite to 
our seminar. Perhaps you know 
of someone contemplating 
atheism. Or perhaps you just 
wa n t t o b e c o m e b e t t e r 
acquainted with their way of 
thinking. Mark October 19–21. 
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2013, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Bible Places  
Beginning with ‘M’
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The Savage Street family has sent out invitations to the families that 
attended Vacation Bible School to come worship with us and enjoy a 
potluck meal with us next week. We hope that families will show up. 

We would love to all be here to greet them again. If you plan on 
attending can you please prepare extra food in case we get the chance 

to host the families that we all met at VBS. Thank you!!
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August Activities: 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing 

September 
Activities: 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck 

29th: Spectacular 
Saturday Youth 
Event 

October Activities: 
19th-21st: Seminar

Prayers for Phil Friesen; he had a second surgery for a melanoma on his 
right eye this last week. 

Continue to pray for Wayne Duncan that he will continue to heal from 
his hip surgery. 

Pray for Nick Saulters and his family. His wife Joan passed away recently. 

Pray for Paige Thomason as she transitions to a college student in Hawaii. 

2018 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building August Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,326 ..................

Last Week August 12, 2,462 ..........

Total After 32 Weeks 105,562.......

August 19: 
Larry & Diane 

August 26: 
Gene Tomlinson 

Nash Crisp
Billy Henshall 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYERS:

Potluck Next Week 
The theme is going to be "Back to School." See the an-
nouncement on page 4. 

Calling all Greeters 
We are in need of someone to sign up to greet people for 
the month of September. 

Fall Teaching Quarter  
If you are planning to teach for the fall quarter please sign 
up in the teachers supply room. 

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers and the 
shut-ins: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie 
Cliff & Eve Hanson  

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD with any recorded sermons or adult classes please 
see Don.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Doing Good Works:  
Pay someone a compliment.  

My Kidney  
In last week’s bulletin on the prayer page, I asked 
for your prayers in regard to my kidney (my 
Mother’s kidney). However, everything turned out 
okay and I do not have to have a biopsy. Thank 
you for your prayers.  

Church History  
[Christian History Institute] 
William Wilberforce was one of the finest 
examples of cultural engagement in Christian 
history. His work to end the slave trade and 
reform society continues to resonate today. 
His strategy was simple: “There are four things 
that we ought to do with the Word of God:  

1.Admit it as the Word of God,  
2.Commit it to our hearts & minds,  
3.Submit to it, and  
4.Transmit it to the world.”  

Admit, commit, submit, and transmit—will you 
do all four today?  

Believing in Christianity  
“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun 
has risen; not only because I see it, but because 
by it I see everything else” (C. S. Lewis).  

Old Puritan Prayer  
There is an old Puritan prayer book called The 
Valley of Vision. In it, this as part of one of the 
prayers:  

Let me learn by paradox 
that the way down is the way up, 
that to be low is to be high, 
that the broken heart is the healed heart, 
that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, 
that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 
that to have nothing is to possess all, 
that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 
that to give is to receive, 
that the valley is the place of vision. 

RUHL’S RULES

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & 
ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus 
Press, Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........


