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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Five myths about Christianity 
By Stan Mitchell 

People like to take shots at Christianity, and they 
do so from a variety of motives. Perhaps they had a 
bad experience when visiting a church, or they realize 
that taking on Christianity implies a definite and life-
time commitment. Rarely do their critiques stem from 
actual evidence. In my years as a preacher I have 
heard at least five myths about Christianity that are 
simply not true. 

1. There Are Hypocrites in the Church! 
You’ve just discovered that? Jesus condemned the 

phenomenon long before you noted its existence 
(Matthew 23:23,24). Please note this, however: While 
the presence of hypocrites in the church is deplorable, 
their existence neither proves nor disproves Christiani-
ty. 

2. I Can Serve Christ Without Bothering With the 
Church 

I get it. Jesus is the loving, grace-filled son of God. 
The church is tawdry and flawed, populated with im-
perfect people. Yet Jesus is clear that we do not deplore 
weakness in the church; we use their presence to 
serve: “Truly I say to you as you did it to the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 
We cannot say we love God and deplore our brothers 
and sisters in Christ (1 John 4:20). To sin against a 
brother (even a flawed, struggling brother) is to sin 
against Christ (1 Corinthians 8:12). To stop serving 
people because we don’t like their imperfect selves is a 
cop out! 

3. Believers in God Are Ignorant 
Note that Apollos was characterized by excellent 

education and talent (Acts 18:24,25). It is wonderful 
when a person of great talent chooses to use his talents 
for the Lord. God went to great lengths (Priscilla and 
Aquilla) to secure his services for Christ’s cause. Paul 
was also a highly talented and trained individual (Acts 
22:3). Prior to becoming a Christian, he was a Jewish 
prodigy, advancing in Judaism far beyond his contem-
poraries (Galatians 1:14). To say that he was taught by 
Gamaliel would be akin to saying that someone had 
been trained in Oxford or Harvard in our day. 

While it is true that God makes use of the humble 
and the “blue collar” (Peter, David the shepherd and so 
on) he also makes use of the highly talented and well 
prepared. Throughout history, Christians have out-
thought their detractors. Christianity can claim such 
great thinkers as Tertullian, Anselm, and C.S. Lewis. 
Suggesting that Christians are ignorant is prejudice, just 
as surely as despising a person for his racial back-
ground is prejudice. 

4. Christianity Discourages Rational Thought 
Actually, Christians serve God with both head and 

heart. We utilize our minds, the academic and logical 
part of our makeup. Christians are to test everything 
and hold on only to the good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 
When Jesus declared that we were to love the Lord 

6:00 Service  

Our Heavenly Resource  
Psalm 144 

10:30 Service  

God Is My Everything 
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with heart and soul, he added that we were to serve 
him with our mind (Matthew 22:37). Part of the trans-
formed life Christians are required to live is the 
process of “renewing” our “mind” (Romans 12:2). 
Paul’s teaching in city after city included such quali-
ties as “reasoning,” “explaining,” and “proving” his 
case (Acts 17:1-3; 18:4; 19:8). 

5. Science and Faith Contradict Each Other 
Scientific knowledge changes and develops. We 

once believed the earth was flat, the sun revolved 
around the earth. George Washington was “bled” by 
doctors to make him well; it probably hastened his 

death instead. Scientists once said the automobile 
shouldn’t travel faster than 45 m.p.h. because human 
organs would be crushed from the speed. 

In other words, science changes all the time. That 
is not a critique of science, in fact, quite the opposite. 
True science grows and develops as it learns more. 
How much of the universe does science know today? 
Some might assume it is a high number. Actually, 
even on our own rather insignificant planet, we are 
still ignorant of a vast amount of it. For instance, 99% 
of all living space on earth lies in the ocean, and we 
have explored about 5% of the ocean. 

These are all myths; the reality is that Christians, 
for the most part, are decent, thoughtful, and genuine 
in service to their Lord.

Continued from previous page
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• A volunteer greeter for the month of February. 

• A volunteer to do the church laundry for the month of February. 

• A volunteer who would like to do the duty roster every month for the church 
building. (If you have questions see the Elders or Don)
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January Activities: 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 

February 
Activities: 
2nd: LTC Youth 
Auction 6PM 
15th-17th: Youth 
Rally 
24th: Potluck 
27th: Singing

Continue to pray for Jacob McNeil while he is away.

2019 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building January Greeters Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,532 ..................

Last Week January 20, 3,642 .........

Total After 3 Week 10,598............

January 27: 
Larry & Diane 

February 3: 
Larry & Diane

Lynn Buell
Billy Henshall 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYERS:

Potluck Today 
We are having our monthly potluck after services 
today. Come fellowship and eat together.  

Needed 
Does anybody have an extra card table that can 
be used for the LTC auction? If you could bring 
one in no later than this Wednesday it would be 
much appreciated. 

Maintenance/Handy Man Wanted 
We are in need of someone who would like to be 
the maintenance/handyman for the building. If 
this sounds like something you are interested in 
please see the Elders or Don for details. 

Happy Birthday! 
Erma Rylander will celebrate her 94th birthday 
this Friday the 1st. She would really enjoy cards.  

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers and the 
shut-ins: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie 
Cliff & Eve Hanson 

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD with any recorded sermons or adult classes please 
see Don.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Wisdom from Proverbs 20.3:  
Tomorrow  
“Do not boast about tomorrow, for 
you do not know what a day may 
bring forth” (Proverbs 27.1).  

Watch out what you say about to-
morrow. Do you think you have to-
morrow? How do you know that you 
have tomorrow? As we often say, 
“The Lord may return or you may 
die.” Tomorrow may come and you 
will still be alive, but how do you 
know it will be in your favor? Tomor-
row might be your worse day ever, 
or it might be your best day ever, and 
still it might be anything in between. 
Consider what Solomon wrote in 
Ecclesiastes: “Consider the work of 
God; for who can make straight what 
He has made crooked? In the day of 
prosperity be joyful, but in the day of 
adversity consider: Surely God has 
appointed the one as well as the 
other, so that man can find out noth-
ing that will come after him” (Eccle-
siastes 7.13–14). Therefore, do not 
make any boasts about tomorrow. 
Yes, plan for the future, but do not 

forget about today, doing the best 
you can while you still have today. 

Update on My Health  
Last Summer my nephrologist (kid-
ney doctor), thought that my body 
might be rejecting my mother’s kid-
ney. He wanted to do a biopsy. 
However, I resisted since he already 
did one in 2011, and because my 
kidney is over 78 years old. Why 
poke an instrument into it and take a 
piece of the kidney out when my lab 
work did not show that great of a 
problem. My creatinine had aver-
aged 1.56 the two previous years. 
(“Creatinine is a waste product that 
comes from the normal wear and 
tear on muscles of the body. Every-
one has creatinine in their blood-
stream” – National Kidney Founda-
tion. Average is between .7 to 1.25.) 
Then in July of 2018, it went to 1.94 
and 2.0, but it has done this before. 
So I kept asking for more blood work 
and the number started going back 
down. Two weeks ago it was 1.66. 
This is good for me. I was feeling so 
well last Summer that I could not 
imagine that my body was rejecting 
my mother’s kidney. Anyway, I 
thought that you should have an up-
date. My local doctor in Grants Pass 
also ordered a Lipid Panel to see if I 
could lower one of the medications 
that might be causing severe muscle 
pain in my legs. The Lipid Panel 

showed that my total cholesterol has 
dropped dramatically. My choles-
terol has been between 600 and 
300, sometimes going into the 200s, 
but the other week it was 198. My 
triglycerides have dropped even 
more dramatically from a high of 
999 to 222. I attribute my improved 
Lipid Panel to exercising the fruit of 
the Spirit, namely, self-control, walk-
ing, and prayer. Oh, my weight is 
also coming down.  

Don Walker  
You may not have know brother Don 
Walker, but I have known him since 
I preached in Long Beach, Califor-
nia, and he preached in Corona, 
California. We attended lectureships 
together in Texas and recently in Vir-
ginia. Recently he became director 
of the Southwest School of Biblical 
Studies in Austin, Texas. He invited 
brother Steve Lloyd to work with him 
at the school, and Steve left Chino, 
California where he had worked 
with the same congregation since he 
and I graduated from the Southern 
California School of Evangelism in 
1980. However, Don’s health took a 
nose dive after serving only one year 
as the new director. This past week 
he died after two unsuccessful heart 
transplants. Steve Lloyd has been 
serving as the interim director while 
Don’s health was in decline. Don 
was a month older than me. 

RUHL’S RULES

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & Chris-
tianCourier.com, Stock-
ton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

Caleb Parker 
Bear Valley 

Bible Institute


