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Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD 
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR MIND.’ This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.”  

–Matthew 22.37–40 

The Summum Bonum, 

The Supreme Good of 

Judaism and now 

Christianity

The supreme 
object of our love

Every sin we commit violates 
one or both of these 

commandments

Another way of saying 
the Golden Rule 

Keep these two 
commandments and 
you will do whatever 
the Lord wants done 

and you will avoid sin

The entirety of your 
being 

These two 
commandments 

summarize everything 
that the Lord wants us 
to do either for Him 

or for others 

We can now say 
that not only all 
the Law and the 

Prophets, but 
Gospels and the 

Epistles 
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

The Importance of Loving God and Your Neighbor 

6:00 Service  

God’s Design 
For Our Life 

Brad Holm 

10:30 Service  

Joy 
Tim Braden 
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Having blogged for over six years now, I’ve received 
hundreds (and hundreds) of comments and emails 
from skeptics of Christianity. Once in a while, I receive 
one from a pleasant non-believer who is truly interest-
ed in discussing evidence, asking reasonable ques-
tions, and engaging in thoughtful discussion. 

But that’s the exception. 

Those who contact me typically wield the tool of 
shaming to make their point—something highly ironic 
given how much skeptics talk about the importance of 
evidence. 

To be clear, none of the non-believers I personally 
know would use shaming tactics in person. But when 
people are behind their screens, it brings down the 
“barrier” of civility, and faith conversations often look 
very different. You can see it on social media (even 
with friends who wouldn’t say such things in person), 
comments on news articles, blog posts—everywhere. 

Kids need to understand these emotion-laden shaming 
attempts they’ll encounter. Like so much else, this is 
something parents can and should prepare them for. 
Here are the five most common skeptics who want to 
shame your kids for being Christian. 

1. The Science Thumper 

Shame Tactic: Making the child believe they don’t have 
enough scientific expertise to understand that belief in 
God is unnecessary and silly. 

The Science Thumper applies some notion of science 
to each and every conversation about Christianity, 
making it the final word on any given topic, and imply-
ing that science and Christianity are at irreconcilable 
odds. 

For example, in response to one of my blog posts 
about the meaning of life in a theistic worldview, a 
skeptic commented: 

You need to study the mechanisms of replica-
tion, mutation, natural selection if you want to 
understand why life exists and is the way it is. If 
life and existence are too amazing, astounding 
and astonishing to exist naturally…then how 
much more complex is god [sic] for having 
created it?…Did you invent superman as a 
panacea answer for everything you don’t un-
derstand?  

Questions of faith and science are very important, but 
framing faith and science as a choice—one option for 
the unsophisticated and one for those in the know—is 
a cheap and false dichotomy. 

Parent Solution: Thoroughly address faith and science 
topics so kids understand how shallow and unnuanced 
the Science Thumper’s claims are…  

2. The Indoctrination Informer 

Shame Tactic: Informing the child that the ONLY rea-
son they believe in Jesus is that they’ve been “indoctri-
nated” by their parents. 

Indoctrination is a word that both Christians and skep-
tics use wrong. Skeptics often think a kid has been in-
doctrinated any time they’ve been taught a given reli-
gion is true. Christians often think indoctrination 
means teaching kids Christian doctrine. These misun-
derstandings lead to conversations that unfortunately 
sound like this: 

Skeptic to Christian parent: “You’re indoctrinating your 
kids [by raising them in a Christian home]! Let them 
think for themselves.” 

Christian parent to skeptic: “You’re right! I’m teaching 
my kids Christian doctrine, and I’m proud of it!” 

Both skeptics and Christians need to understand that 
indoctrination means teaching someone to fully accept 
the ideas, opinions, and beliefs of a particular group 
and to not consider other ideas, opinions, and beliefs. 
In other words, indoctrination is a problem with how 
you teach someone something. It is not inherently re-
lated to any particular belief system, though reli-
gion is one type of belief system where indoctrina-
tion is possible. 

Parent Solution: Intentionally introduce your kids 
to skeptics’ challenges so they never feel the need 
to question whether you tried to shelter them from 
other beliefs… 

3. The Miracle Mocker 

Shame Tactic: Making the child feel gullible for 
believing something that doesn’t happen accord-
ing to natural laws.  

Here’s a recent comment a skeptic left on my blog: 

A Parent’s Guide to the 5 Skeptics Who Want to Shame Your 
Kids for Being Christian 

By Natasha Crain

Continued on next page
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Just because some so-called holy book says 
something is true doesn’t make it true. Why do 
you believe outlandish claims about a god [sic] 
speaking things into existence, or about a man 
being swallowed by a fish for a few days and 
surviving, a worldwide flood [and ark] that fit 
all of the animals in it and eight people, or a 
story about a virgin getting pregnant? None of 
that makes sense, you don’t have any proof that 
it happened, but you still think it’s true. Why do 
you prefer to believe outlandish claims because 
they’re religious? 

The logic here is what’s “outlandish” (no one believes 
all miraculous claims simply because they’re religious), 
but my point is not to critique the details of this partic-
ular comment. My point is to show how skeptics 
present miracles in a way that parades them as “obvi-
ously” absurd because (and by definition!), they don’t 
follow the course of nature. 

Parent Solution: Teach kids the basic logic that if God 
exists, miracles are possible, and if God doesn’t exist, 
miracles are not possible…This brings the question of 
miracles back to the underlying question of the evi-
dence for God’s existence so kids understand that the 
person claiming miracles are silly is simply presuppos-
ing God doesn’t exist.  

4. The Self-Sufficient Scoffer 

Shame Tactic: Boasting that the skeptic doesn’t “need” 
God—and implying that anyone who does has an infe-
rior need for an emotional crutch to get through life.   

Oftentimes, when ex-Christians recount their decon-
version story, they conclude with a glib comment of 
how they moved on because they no longer “needed” 
God. The subtly condescending implication, of course, 
is that those who believe in God do so because they 
don’t have the emotional resources to make it through 
life admitting that we live in a universe of pitiless indif-
ference. 

This is a strange conclusion that betrays a lack of 
deeper insight. 

If God exists, we need Him. All things were created 
through and for Him; He is the Source and sustainer of 
everything by definition. Therefore, if God exists, it’s 
not a choice to need Him…it’s simply a fact that we 
do. 

If God doesn’t exist, we don’t need Him. We cannot 
need Him. We cannot need something that doesn’t 
exist. 

In other words, saying that you don’t need God any-
more is a nonsensical conclusion. Of course you don’t 

need God if He doesn’t exist. And if He does exist, you 
can’t choose to not need Him. 

What this kind of statement betrays, therefore, is that 
the skeptic originally believed in God based on felt 
needs (desires) rather than on the conviction that He 
truly exists. When they realized they didn’t need to 
believe in God to satisfy those felt needs, they simply 
eliminated Him from the picture and met those needs 
in other ways. 

Parent Solution: Be mindful of helping kids build a faith 
based on the conviction of God’s existence and the 
truth of Christianity—not on felt needs for things like 
being happy, being a good person, or finding meaning 
in life. In other words, if anyone ever asks your child 
why they’re a Christian, you should want their response 
to be, “Because Christianity is true!”  

5. The Tolerance Enforcer 

Shame Tactic: Making the child feel like they are unlov-
ing and hateful for taking a biblical stance that doesn’t 
approve of all choices as morally acceptable. 

In a spectacular display of irony, the Tolerance Enforcer 
shames kids into believing that they must be horrible 
people for disagreeing with non-believers on the 
morality of various issues. By labeling kids hateful and 
unloving rather than thoughtfully discussing the evi-
dence for the truth of the underlying worldviews that 
produce divergent moral conclusions, they rely on 
purely emotional attacks. Kids without an intellectual 
foundation for the Christian worldview are left feeling 
that they must be wrong about the truth of their faith. 

Parent Solution: Help kids understand the irony of a 
person championing tolerance who won’t tolerate 
Christian beliefs without labeling disagreement hateful. 
Then demonstrate how Christians and non-Christians 
will necessarily disagree on moral issues because we 
have a different source of authority—the Bible.  

In all of these cases, remember that shame, by defini-
tion, is “a painful emotion caused by a strong sense of 
guilt, embarrassment, unworthiness or disgrace.” In 
other words, the root of shame is feeling inadequate. 

In order for our kids to feel (more than) adequate when 
they encounter shaming attempts, they need to have 
the deep conviction that what they believe is really 
true. Only then will they be able to fully see these 
shame tactics for what they are—shallow and baseless 
emotional attacks—and be able to say confidently with 
the apostle Paul, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, be-
cause it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). 

http://christianmomthoughts.com/a-parents-guide-to-
the-5-skeptics-who-want-to-shame-your-kids-for-being-
christian/#more-8547

Continued from previous page

http://christianmomthoughts.com/a-parents-guide-to-the-5-skeptics-who-want-to-shame-your-kids-for-being-christian/#more-8547
http://christianmomthoughts.com/a-parents-guide-to-the-5-skeptics-who-want-to-shame-your-kids-for-being-christian/#more-8547
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February 
Activities: 
17th: Elders & 
Deacons Meeting 
24th: Potluck 
27th: Singing 

March Activities: 
27th: Singing 
31st: Potluck 

April Activities: 
19th-21st: LTC 
Convention 

Pray for Rick Calvert; that he will come back to worship with us again 
and continue to be apart of our family here at Savage Street. 

Please be prayerful over our youth as they return today from the Eugene 
Youth Rally! 

Pray for Chris and Toby Duliakis; that they will make it safely to their new 
home and get settled comfortably. 

Pray for Don and Kerri; that they will have a safe trip back home from 
SanFrancisco tomorrow. 

Pray for the shut-ins in our church, as well as those who are 
widowed and living alone. Ask God to bless and encourage 
them. 

2019 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
February 
Greeters Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,561 ..................

Last Week February 10, 3,427 .......

Total After 6 Weeks 21,366...........

February 17: 
Wayne & Gloriann 

February 24: 
Larry & Diane

Lynn Buell
Nash Crisp 

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have 

regular meetings. 
You may come 

Mondays at 1:30 

PM to Don’s office. 

Call first. Or they 

can meet with at 

another time. 

PRAYERS:

Vacation Bible 2019 
Vacation Bible School this year will be August 19-23. The 
theme is "Splash Canyon: God's Promises on Life's Wild 
Ride." It will take a look at 5 Bible Stories that show God's 
protection over people in scary situations: Baby Moses, 
Joshua, Naaman, Paul, & Jesus. For our decorating crew, 
think "Great Outdoors," with rivers, trees, rafts, camping, 
animals, etc. 

Potluck  
Our monthly potluck will be next Sunday after service. The 
theme is "Food that you love". 

Meeting 
There will be a Elders and Deacons meeting after evening 
services February 17. 

Thank You 
Thank you Tawnya for the beautiful bulletin board!

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers and the 
shut-ins: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 

Mildred 
Jack Collier as he cares for Marie 
Cliff & Eve Hanson 

OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD with any recorded sermons or adult classes please 
see Don.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Wisdom from Proverbs 17.1:  
Quietness vs Strife  
“Better is a dry morsel with quiet-
ness, than a house full of feasting 
with strife.” 
–Proverbs 17.1  

I can see why someone would not 
want that to be true, that a dry 
morsel with quietness is better than a 
house full of feasting, because they 
want the feasting, but if it comes 
with strife, they will soon discover 
that life means much more than hav-
ing an abundance. Peace and quite 
have greater value than riches and 
abundance.  

Therefore, be content with what you 
have, as the Holy Spirit said: “And 
having food and clothing, with these 
we shall be content” (1 Timothy 6.8).  

Leaders vs Servants   
“‘Leader’ is mentioned only 6 times 
in the Bible (KJV). ‘Servant’ is men-
tioned 900 times! Why do we have 
so many leadership conferences?”  
–Unknown  

The Right to Be Called a Christian  
“A person who calls himself a ‘Chris-
tian’ and makes no effort to live the 
sanctified life has no right to the 
name.”  
–John Calvin  

Faith Over Feelings  
“My feelings are not God. God is 
God. My feelings do not define truth. 
God’s word defines truth. My feel-
ings are echoes and responses to 
what my mind perceives. And some-
times—many times—my feelings are 
out of sync with the truth. When that 
happens—and it happens every day 
in some measure—I try not to bend 
the truth to justify my imperfect feel-
ings, but rather, I plead with God: 

Purify my perceptions of your truth 
and transform my feelings so that 
they are in sync with the truth.”  
–Unknown  

How Did We Get to Our Current 
Moral Degradation?  
“Gradually, though no one remem-
bers exactly how it happened, the 
unthinkable becomes tolerable. And 
then acceptable. And then legal. And 
then applaudable.”  
– Joni Eareckson Tada

RUHL’S RULES

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & Chris-
tianCourier.com, Stock-
ton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ..........
  Worship 10:30  ........
  Worship 6:00  ........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ..........

Caleb Parker 
Bear Valley 

Bible Institute

Volunteer Needed for Duty Roster  

We are in need of someone to fill out our monthly duty roster. 
The duty roster is a paper that is filled out every month. It keeps 
track of who does what every Sunday and Wednesday. The 
duties assigned are for the men who serve communion, the 
card gatherers, scripture readers, song leaders, building 
openers,  prayers, and the announcer. There are other positions 
on this sheet but that is the gist of it. These duties are all very 
important. When the duties are filled out the paper goes to 
Rebekah and she will finish up and distribute a copy to each 
member serving for the month. This is not hard or too time 
consuming. If you have any questions see the Elders or Don.


