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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

10:30 Service:  

Who Do You See in the Mirror? 
Second Corinthians 3.18  

6:00 Service:  

The Book of Beginnings in the New Testament 
See the connection between the beginning and the end  
Matthew 22.23—33

June 16th Sermons

For being the kind 
of father that he 
was, the Lord 

promised good 
things for 
Abraham. 

“For I have known him, in order that 

he may command his children and 

his household after him, that they 

keep the way of the LORD, to do 

righteousness and justice, that the 

LORD may bring to Abraham what 

He has spoken to him.” 

– Genesis 18.19

The Ultimate Human Father 
God knew Abraham and 
Abraham knew God. That 

made Abraham an 
excellent father. 

When he showed his 
family the way to go, 

they followed him 
because he lived that 

way. He talked the talk 
and walked the walk. 

Abraham’s goal for 
his family was that 

they follow the 
Lord and do 

righteousness and 
justice. Success at 
sports, becoming 
rich, and other 
worldly pursuits 

were not his 
priority for his 

family. 

His birth name was Abram, meaning “Exalted 
Father,” but the Lord was so impressed with the 
man that the Lord changed his name to “Father 

of a Multitude. See Genesis 17.4–6. 
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Genesis 12:3
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I’ve been investigating homicides in Los Angeles 
County for many years. If you’re a fan of murder 
mysteries and homicide shows, I’d like to share a 
simple investigative technique that may open your 
eyes to more than the identity of a killer. It may also 
help you determine if God exists. 

Detectives know that not every death scene is a 
crime scene. People die naturally, accidentally, by 
way of suicide or as the result of a homicide, and it’s 
not always easy to tell the difference. 

That’s why I’ve learned to employ a simple 
investigative strategy: I call it “Inside or Outside the 
Room.” It’s simple. If I can explain everything I find in 
the death scene by staying in the room, it’s probably 
not a murder. 

Imagine, for example, a victim lying in a room 
with a gunshot injury. Next to his body there’s a 
handgun. The doors are locked from the inside, all the 
DNA and fingerprints in the room belong to the 
victim, the gun is registered to him, and there are no 
signs of an outside intruder. In this scenario, the cause 
for what we see in the room, appears to also be in the 
room. This is probably a suicide or accidental death. 

Now imagine the same room with different 
details. This time, you find fingerprints and DNA from 
an unknown suspect, the doors are unlocked, the gun 
doesn’t belong to the victim, and bloody footprints 
lead to the door. In our second scenario, the best 
explanation for what we find inside the room is a 
cause outside the room. It’s time to open a murder 
investigation—we have evidence of an unknown 
intruder, and intruders turn death scenes into crime 
scenes. 

When I first began to investigate the evidence for 
God’s existence, I decided to examine the universe 
the same way I would a crime scene. Can everything 
in the “room” of the natural universe be explained by 
staying inside the “room”?   Could space, time and 
matter—acted upon by the laws of physics and 
chemistry—account for all the evidence in the 
universe, or was there a better explanation outside the 
natural realm?  

Can everything in the ‘room’ of the natural 
universe be explained by staying inside the ‘room’? 

One of the things I found persuasive—in the 
“room” of the natural universe—was the existence of 
DNA, the largest molecule known to mankind. It 
contains four nucleotides arranged in a very specific 
sequence that directs the formation of life. The genetic 
code in our DNA contains information. 

And therein lies the problem if we are trying to 
stay “inside the room” for an explanation. 

As Cambridge Philosopher of Science, Stephen C. 
Meyer, has observed: we don’t have a single example 
in the history of science in which information has 
ever come from anything other than intelligence. 
There is no property of physics or chemistry that can 
account for the information we see in DNA. 

In other words, the best explanation for the DNA 
we find “inside the room” of the universe is an 
intelligent cause “outside the room” of the universe. 

To illustrate the point, imagine yet another death 
scene. This time our victim is lying on the floor next 
to a wall. There’s a cut on his head and a blood smear 
on the wall next to his body. The evidence here can 
be easily explained by staying in the room. Perhaps 
he had a heart attack and stumbled, cutting his head 
when he hit the wall. The smear could easily be a 
consequence of the physics related to his fall. No 
need—necessarily—to assume he was murdered. 

Now imagine a slightly different scene. Our 
victim still has a cut on his head, but instead of a 
blood smear, we have words written on the wall in 
the victim’s blood: “He deserved to die.” Unlike 
before, physics and chemistry can’t account for the 
information on the wall. This message was written by 
an intelligent being. 

It’s time to start searching for the writer. 

DNA is one of many pieces of evidence in the 
universe that simply cannot be explained by staying 
“inside the room.” The best explanation for the 
information in DNA is the existence of a conscious, 
intelligent mind, outside of space time and matter. 

One of the most renowned, ardent atheists of the 
last one-hundred years, analytic and evidentialist 
philosopher, Antony Flew, was also eventually 
persuaded by the existence of DNA. Before he died, 
he wrote: 

“I now believe there is a God… What I think the 
DNA material has done is that it has shown, by the 
almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements 
which are needed to produce life, that intelligence 
must have been involved in gett ing these 
extraordinarily diverse elements to work together.” 

Professor Flew would have made an excellent 
homicide detective.

A Simple Detective Skill to Help You Determine If God Exists 

By J. Warner Wallace 
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The Chimala Mission has always 
been committed to operating as 
efficiently as possible. Every dollar, 
quarter, dime, nickel, or penny 
represents individual Christians who 
put the mission’s interest above their 
own. We have never lost sight of 
that, and we never will. 

One area that has recently gained 
our attention is our tax exemption 
status before the Tanzanian 
government. We are working very 
hard to resolve the matter locally 
and in Tanzania. Without going into 
the political reasons, it is sufficient to 
say that right now we are being hit 
hard on taxes. On our last container, 
we were charged $5,775 in taxes! 
That put a large burden on the 
mission budget that we earnestly 
need to recover from.  

We cannot, however, afford not to 
send these valuable containers for a 
number of reasons. One, as a 
mission operating in an African 
country, we are always in need of 
various supplies or equipment that 
simply cannot be bought in 
Tanzania. And even those items that 
are available are generally more 
than double the price. Two, inside 
these containers is the space and 
weight capacity to ship supplies in 
huge numbers making it actually a 
very economical  way to keep the 
mission operating even when certain 
items are scarce locally. Three, the 

containers we ship give churches 
and individual Christians the 
opportunity  to personally help the 
Tanzanian people by supplying the 
needs of missionaries, students, 
newborn babies and their mothers, 
orphans and widows. There are few 
things more appreciated than 
homemade student bags, quilts, 
receiving blankets and newborn 
caps. You should see students’ eyes 
light up when they peek into their 
bags to see American crayons and 
color pencils.  

Besides all of these, there are larger 
equipment pieces for the estate and 
replacement parts that are hard to 
find locally. But finally, these 
containers shipped tax-free send a 
strong message to the Tanzanian 
government and its people that the 
mission efforts of the churches of 

Christ are not for profit or 
prosperity. The people who 
provide the contents of 
these containers are a 
giving people. That is a 
message that we must 
never cease to spread. And 
the heart and spirit behind 
that benevolence is none 
other than our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

We will continually juggle the 
feasibility of shipping containers to 
Tanzania. When it is more 
economical to purchase items there; 
that is what we will do. But the 
benefit of shipping occasional 
containers of both mission supplies 
and humanitarian aid continues to 
be overwhelmingly significant. We 
could truly use your help. While we 
work to resolve the tax issue, can 
you help us offset this loss of 
$5,775? 
         Howell Ferguson 

I once read that that there were four qualities 
necessary for successful leadership: the 
ability to listen, to encourage, to articulate, 
and to demonstrate. A human character flaw 
we all share in common is the tendency to 
respond or react before all the information is 
known. Many roadblocks in Tanzanian culture 
could more easily be overcome by heeding 
the wisdom of careful listening especially to 
older people. Tanzanians have a much 
greater respect for older people than many in 
our western culture. Trying to assert one’s 
intelligence, quick wit, or intimidating 
presence will seldom touch the heart or bend 
the will of a stubborn village patriarch. 
Respectful and courteous listening, however, 
will have a much greater chance of opening 
otherwise closed doors thought otherwise 
impossible to budge.   

This is not merely the Tanzanian way, but 
rather it is the practice of effective leadership 
universally. The Bible says that “A wise man 
will hear and increase learning, And a man of 
understanding will attain wise counsel” 
(Proverbs 1:5). James wrote, “let every man 
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath” (James 1:19). It is interesting that the 
early followers of Jesus were called 
“disciples”, meaning “learners.” Even the 
purpose and power of the Holy Spirit that 
would later come upon Jesus’s disciples 
(John 14:26), was to a large extent to remind 
them of what they had heard while listening to 
Jesus. Teaching effective leadership to the 
Tanzanians must first be practiced by us with 
good listening. 

L e a r n  m o r e  o n l i n e  @  w w w . c h i m a l a m i s s i o n . c o m  

Donate to help with special projects at www.chimalamission.com/donate 

PLAN A VISIT TO 
CHIMALA MISSION! 
Come and see yourself 
and get involved in the 
good works at Chimala. 

Find more info at 
www.chimalamission.com/trip 
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OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary’s desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

June Activities: 

24th: Young Men 
Leading Evening 
Service 

26th: Singing 

30th: Potluck 

July Activities: 

28th: Potluck 

31st: Singing 

August Activities: 

19th-23rd: VBS 

25th: Potluck 

28th: Singing

Prayers for Nina Isley, a friend of Kelly Crisp, who recently had a very seri-
ous jaw surgery and will be recovering with a wired shut jaw for the next 8 
weeks. 

Bob Andersen is in the hospital; he is being treated for a kidney infection. 
He is in room 308.  

Pray for Elzie and Jean Parker; Elzie is in the hospital in room 303 and will 
be going to a nursing facility this week. 

Pray for these caretakers and the shut-ins: 
Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Jean Parker as she cares for Elzie 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for Mildred 
Jack Collier & Marie care for each other 
Cliff & Eve Hanson 

2019 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building June Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,605 ..................

Last Week June 9, 3,139 ...............

Total After 23 Weeks 82,918.........

June 16: 
Larry & Diane 

June 23: 
Gene Tomlinson

Lynn Buell
Jacob Noveske  

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 
may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don’s 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

at another time. 

PRAYERS:

Dads!  
Make sure and see Nash or Zoe this morning for a special 
Father's Day Treat! Enjoy your special day!  

Vacation Bible School 
The VBS meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, June 
30th, following potluck. Please plan to stay for about an 
hour. This meeting is for all who are involved in VBS or 
would like to be! 

New Address: 
 Dave & Karen Fitzwater 
 1329 Shady Lane 
 Grants Pass, OR 97527 

   
  

CALENDAR:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
Don Ruhl
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Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

Wayne Jackson & Chris-
tianCourier.com, Stock-
ton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson’s 
India Work

Don Patton’s 
archaeological work, 
especially Noah’s Ark

Mountain States 
Children’s Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Beth-Shemesh: House of the Sun  
An archaeological dig in Israel  

Kerri: “To enhance my ability and knowledge as a Bible class teacher, to help the Bible come alive 
for my students, to further advance proofs of the validity, accuracy and truth of the Bible. Just the 
mention of us going to Beth-Shemesh really excited the kids in my LTC class. They had just read 
about Beth-Shemesh in First Samuel, and their reply was, ‘It’s still there?’ How impactful things like 
that can be to these impressionable kids. One benefit of us three (women) going on a trip like this is 
that it shows that it doesn’t have to be just the preacher doing a project like this. And we aren’t just 
going as tourists or sightseers. We are going to help promote the truth of the Bible. The benefits can 
go far beyond our congregation.”  

Jennifer: “To be apart of amazing history of the Bible in real life. To travel with my brother and sis-
ters in Christ to learn together and from each other. To come back and be a more well rounded 
Christian and teacher with firsthand knowledge of the archeology of the Bible.”  

Denise: “It’s an opportunity to see some of our biblical history. This experience will give me knowl-
edge to share the evidence of God’s word to others.”  

Much of what the three sisters said is what I would say. Also, I preach and teach about the land of 
Israel. And I probably sound sometimes as though I have been there. Yet, as you know I have not. I 
get all my information from books and maps. To actually go there and see it and experience it, I be-
lieve will enhance my preaching and teaching. It is like studying New Testament Greek. Can you 
know what you need to know without Greek and archaeology? Yes, but my knowledge of Greek has 
greatly enhanced my understanding of the New Testament. I wish that my school had offered He-
brew. We had some archaeology and this will add to it. How did Don Patton’s presentations affect 
you all?  

In my judgment, we have abdicated archaeological work in biblical places to secular universities, to 
National Geographic, and to other institutions that are not always friendly to our biblical beliefs. 
When you do research on biblical archaeology, you will run into liberal scholars who deny the bib-
lical record. It is time for the church to put back into this vast field of knowledge.

Why We Want to Go 


