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Jeremiah Persecuted  
Jeremiah 20.7–18 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

II. Chaps 2–20 | Prophecies Concerning Judah & Jerusalem  

F. Chaps 18–20 | Potter’s Clay  

4. 20.7–18 | Jeremiah Persecuted  

a) 20.7–10 | Fire in the Bones  
 
7 O LORD, You induced me, and I was persuaded;  
  You are stronger than I, and have prevailed.  
  I am in derision daily;  
  Everyone mocks me.  
8 For when I spoke, I cried out;  
  I shouted, “Violence and plunder!”  
  Because the word of the LORD was made to me  
  A reproach and a derision daily.  
9 Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him,  
  Nor speak anymore in His name.”  
  But His word was in my heart like a burning fire  
  Shut up in my bones;  
  I was weary of holding it back,  
  And I could not.  
10 For I heard many mocking:  
  “Fear on every side!”  
  “Report,” they say, “and we will report it!”  
  All my acquaintances watched for my stumbling, saying,  
  “Perhaps he can be induced;  
  Then we will prevail against him,  
  And we will take our revenge on him.”  

(1) Verses 7 and 8 take us back to 1.4–8.  

(2) Why had Jeremiah decided not to speak anymore?  

(a) Because of what he just said in verses 7 and 8  

i) that he was held in derision daily,  

ii) that everyone mocked him,  

iii)that he was reproached for the word of God.  
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(b) Therefore, he decided to stop speaking the word and  

i) the derision, mocking, and reproach would go away.  

ii) Which is true, it would have.  

(3) However, why did he start speaking again?  

(a) Have you had that experience that when you get filled with the 
word of God, you have to speak?  

(b) Have you noticed this happen especially when you see evil or 
you see a person not living as they should?  

(c) Read the Book of Proverbs daily, a chapter corresponding to 
the day of the month, and you will see what happens.  

(4) For what did his acquaintances hope?  

b) 20.11–12 | God Supports the Persecuted  
 
11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty, awesome One.  
  Therefore my persecutors will stumble, and will not prevail.  
  They will be greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper.  
  Their everlasting confusion will never be forgotten.  
12 But, O LORD of hosts,  
  You who test the righteous,  
  And see the mind and heart,  
  Let me see Your vengeance on them;  
  For I have pleaded my cause before You.  

(1) What got Jeremiah through the persecution?  

(2) What did he know would happen to his persecutors?  

(3) What did the Lord test?  

(a) What did Jeremiah know that the Lord saw?  

(b) Why did Jeremiah want the Lord’s vengeance on his persecu-
tors?  

c) 20.13 | Praise the Lord  
 
13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD!  
  For He has delivered the life of the poor  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  From the hand of evildoers.  

(1) Why did the prophet want to sing praises to the Lord?  

d) 20.14–18 | Mourning One’s Birth  
 
14 Cursed be the day in which I was born!  
  Let the day not be blessed in which my mother bore me!  
15 Let the man be cursed  
  Who brought news to my father, saying,  
  “A male child has been born to you!”  
  Making him very glad.  
16 And let that man be like the cities  
  Which the LORD overthrew, and did not relent;  
  Let him hear the cry in the morning  
  And the shouting at noon,  
17 Because he did not kill me from the womb,  
  That my mother might have been my grave,  
  And her womb always enlarged with me.  
18 Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow,  
  That my days should be consumed with shame?  

(1) Jeremiah just praised the Lord for delivering him from his persecu-
tors, why then did he curse the day of his birth?  

(a) Although he praised the Lord, and  

(b) although he knew the Lord would deliver him,  

i) yet, he still experienced persecution.  

ii) It got bad enough that he wished he had not been born.  

(2) What other man in the Bible had the same wish?  

(a) Job  

(b) See Job 3 


