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God Always Leads Us in Triumph  
Second Corinthians 2.12–17  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Prelude:  

I. How many struggles have you had in life?  

II. How many different Christians have you worked with?  

Persuasion:  

I. 2.12–13 • An Open Door  
 
12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door 
was opened to me by the Lord, 13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not 
find Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia.  

A. This continues to show how much brethren meant to Paul.  

B. Paul’s mission was to preach Christ.  

1. Part of his journey included preaching in Troas, and  

2. a door was opened to him,  

a) so he wanted to take it, but  

b) he also wanted Titus with him.  

C. What was Paul’s spirit like without Titus?  

1. He was restless.  

2. Therefore, he left Troas and went to Macedonia, looking for Titus.  

II. 2.14–16a • God Always Leads Us in Triumph  
 
14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we 
are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing. 16a To the one we are the aroma of death 
leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.  

A. Think of the magnificence of Paul’s statement in verse 14!  
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B. For what did Paul thank God?  

1. That He always leads us in Triumph in Christ.  

a) Once when I was down very low in the early 1980s,  

b) brother Steve Lloyd sent me a postcard with nothing more than Paul’s 
sentence from Second Corinthians 2.14.  

(1) I kept it on my bulletin board  

(2) even after moving to Klamath Falls.  

2. That through Paul and his preaching team God diffused the fragrance of 
His knowledge in every place.  

a) Why did Paul use the word fragrance to speak of God’s knowledge?  

b) Fragrance is pleasant to us.  

(1) So is the knowledge of God.  

(2) What is more fragrant than the knowledge of God?  

C. Note that Paul also said we are a fragrance to God!  

1. More specifically he said that we are a fragrance of Christ to God.  

2. It is by Christ that we are now what God wants us to be.  

a) Christ lives in us.  

b) We live in Christ.  

3. God cherishes us even as He cherishes Christ.  

D. We are this fragrance of Christ to God  

1. to those who are being saved and  

2. to those who are perishing.  

a) The saved love to hear us speak of Christ.  

b) The perishing but who are turning to Christ, love to hear us speak of 
Christ.  

E. What kind of aroma are we to the two different groups of people?  

1. To one we are death leading to death.  
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2. To the other life leading to life.  

III. 2.16b–17 • We Do Not Peddle the Word of God  
 
16b And who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are not, as so many, 
peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 
the sight of God in Christ.  

A. None of us is sufficient for any of these things pertaining to the Gospel of 
Christ.  

1. As we continue we will see what Paul says about this sufficiency.  

2. The whole thing begins and ends with God.  

B. Paul and his team were not using the word of God,  

1. the word of God was using them.  

2. They did not peddle or corrupt the word of God,  

a) no, they spoke it sincerely,  

b) receiving the message from God and  

(1) not inventing it themselves.  

(2) They knew that they spoke in the sight of God.  

Exhortation:  

I. How much do my brethren mean to me?  

II. Can you see how God has always led you in triumph in Christ?  

III. Do you see from where your sufficiency comes? 


