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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Sermons for Today

10:30 Service:  

The Sixth 8 Reasons for Reading the Bible  
Follow a plan to take you through the Bible in a year  

Psalm 119.41–48 

6:00 Service:  

The Ultimate New Year’s Resolution  
Nothing else we resolve to do matters,  
if we do not remember this one thing  

Deuteronomy 8  

A love that is fickle and a love that endures 
By Barry Newton 

Engaged couples often describe their fi-
ancé as being their best friend. They can 
also feel deeply attracted to their fiancé as 
they experience the feeling that this will 
last forever. Is this enough? 

The data, however, does not lie. We hear, 
“I fell out of love,” far too often. The love 
they thought would fill a lifetime evapo-
rated. 

Fortunately, there is another kind of love 
that does endure. When we understand 
how these types of love differ, we possess 
the ability to change the odds in our favor. 

Friendship, attraction and desire all share 
the same unreliable nature. These forms of 
love are all dependent upon the situation. 
As such we are merely corks sloshing 
around at the mercy of other forces. Are 
we in control whether others treat us with 

respect, kindness and care? Does the 
flame of passion remain strong in the 
midst of conflict? No. 

Hence a love fueled by appearance or 
how others behave will wax and wane ac-
cording to the turn of events. Consider 
friendship. Feelings of friendship only ex-
ists as long as everyone treats the other 
person well. Similarly, romantic love 
thrives when all is well. Yet, we are pow-
erless to determine what others will do. 

When someone says, “I fell out of love” 
what he or she often means is that the 
feeling they once possessed has gone. This 
happens because feelings are the result of 
factors external to ourselves. Those feel-
ings exist at the mercy of our circum-
stances. 

Continued on back page
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2016, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Land Animals and Bugs
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PEANUT PLANTING AT DNI

 
  Beneath the mango trees at the DNI campus, the oxen are 
preparing the soil as our children plant the latest crop of 
peanuts. These nuts will provide cooking oil for our kitchen for 
the coming year. 

REVATHI’S MARRIAGE 

              
  The children we have been blessed to help raise often 
schedule their wedding at times when they know we will be in 
the country. Revathi is an outstanding young lady and we will 
miss her on our campus at DAI. At the same time, we rejoice 
that she is marrying a very spiritually minded young man. The 
two will be a great asset to the church in India.  
  Photo: Revathi came to our house several days before the 
wedding. She had a new sari that she wanted Cathy to wear to 
the wedding. It was a beautiful wedding! 
 

iversonoutdoor@hotmail.com 
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These precious boys are brothers, new arrivals at our 
DAI campus. We are thankful to God for the facilities 
He has given.  
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11,044 SOULS 
244 NEW CONGREGATIONS 

             

  God is great! We give Him all glory and honor. Thus far, 11,044 

souls have been baptized in 2019. The goal for this year has 

already been surpassed! 

  The number of new congregations, 244, reflects the efforts 

toward grounding the new souls and keeping them in the faith. 

It is with overwhelming joy that we share these statistics. 

  Usually, around 100 congregations are established each year. 

Several years earlier, the curriculum was changed. The final six 

months of studies is taught in villages where the students live. 

The teachers evangelize in these areas, showing the students 

how to begin new works. We are thankful to God! 

  The photo above was taken earlier this week. Our brothers had 

just baptized Robert (right) in the Bay of Bengal. This twenty-

eight-year-old was diagnosed with HIV two years earlier. His 

father is a leper. Robert’s mother was crying as she explained 

the way they had been ostracized by the community. After 

baptizing our new brother, these men took him to a restaurant 

for lunch. He now becomes part of one of the most recently 

established congregations at Rameshwaram, located on India’s 

eastern coast, a land area pointing toward Sri Lanka. Very little 

work has been done in this area to establish congregations, 

making this new work even sweeter. 

  Tens-of-thousands have heard the gospel over the past two 

weeks, as 650 men are involved in our final campaign for 2019. 

         

   

LEADERSHIP SEMINARS 
  During the month of November, it was my privilege to teach 

two-day leadership seminars in three different areas of south 

India. The men in the photo above had just completed the 

course in Tirapathy. We are working to help the church 

establish elders in areas where maturity will allow. Beyond that, 

God’s evangelists need to be good leaders, organized unselfish 

men determined to exemplify the life of Jesus. 

  Because of increased persecution, these classes were timely. 

We do not know the future, and I warned the brothers that very 

soon the church in India might have to stand alone. We are 

thankful that these congregations are independent, with self-

supported preachers. Good leadership is imperative for the 

future of the Lord’s church there. Please pray! 
 

EYEGLASS MINISTRY   One congregation in the US collected used and new glasses 

for the India work. On one Saturday afternoon we invited those 

in need in the community to come for free glasses. We hired 

two professional optometrists ($7 each for the day) to set up a 

clinic in our church building. The program was to begin at 4PM, 

but the people began lining up at 2:30PM. 

  

                                                                  

opportunity to set up Bible studies. It was indeed a wonderful 

day for the kingdom and we are thankful to all who helped in 

this great work. 

________________________________________________ 

    

  Within minutes of our arrival in India, we learned that the 

government auditor was very upset and was threatening to turn 

us over to the income tax office, an act that would have closed 

us down. The Indian government is rapidly requiring banking 

changes that are very difficult, especially in a technically 

challenged third-world country. Also, our brethren, like us, are 

learning our way as we go along. Most evangelists are not cut-

out for bookkeeping.  

  Immediately, we went to the auditor’s office. I explained that 

Cathy would work with our staff to bring everything into 

compliance. Thankfully, the auditor was appeased and looked 

over Cathy’s shoulder for three weeks as she brought us up to 

date. I would recommend to any young evangelist/business 

man that he find a good bookkeeper…and marry her! 

  The man in the photo (left) had 

completed his eye exam and was given 

several choices for his glasses. He was 

delighted with these bright red ones. 

Some brother, or sister, who donated 

these, may recognize their glasses. You 

made this man very happy!     

  More than eighty people took 

advantage of the program, and 

while this is a work of 

compassion, our intention is the 

salvation of souls. Before we 

started, I exhorted the crowd and 

gave God glory, explaining that 

this work comes through the 

Lord’s church. The optometrists 

are changing the lenses to match 

many of the frames we brought. 

Our brothers will be hand-

delivering these and using the 

pportunity to set up      

Thankful 
for the 
Head 
Book-
keeper 
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These precious boys are brothers, new arrivals at our 
DAI campus. We are thankful to God for the facilities 
He has given.  
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Type to enter text

Our hope is not in 
the NEW YEAR but 
T H E O N E w h o 
makes all things new.
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OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah 
Calvert. If you would like to have your announcement run in our bul-
letin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or 
email it to Rebekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a 
CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

December Activities: 

29th: Potluck 

January Activities: 

26th: Potluck 

29th: Singing 

February Activities:  

23rd: Potluck 

26th: Singing
Pray for quick success in moving Janet Crisp into a higher level of care 
home. There are a few hurdles to overcome and she really needs to move 
by the end of January. 

Pray for Cheryl Cates and her family; her son Andrew passed away Decem-
ber 24th. 

Pray for Glenda Brazil; she will be having a stint put in. 

Pray for John Bacon; he is having sciatic nerve pain. Pray that Becky Bacon 
will have a safe trip to and from Puerto Rico. She will be gone until the 
19th of January. 

Pray for Paul Hannan; as he heals from heart surgery. 

Pray for Richard Lewis; he had a pacemaker put in on the 16th.  

Pray for Eloise Frost; she will be getting a new left shoulder on December 
31st. She is Vance Stromme's mother-in-law. 

Elizabeth McCormack, the daughter of Renee Jones’s cousin, has stage 4 
cancer.

2019 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 

Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,528 ..................

Last Week December 22, 3,614 ....

Total After 51 Weeks 179,928.......

December 29: 
Kerri Ruhl 

January 5: 
Duncans

Lynn Buell
Jacob Noveske 

Jackson Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 
may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

at another time. 

PRAYERS:

LTC Chorus 

LTC chorus practice for 2020 will begin on Sunday, January 
at 5:00. Our theme will be Rescue, from the book of 2 
Samuel, so our songs will reflect that theme. We have 7 stu-
dents signed up for chorus this year to learn some new songs 
and then present them at the convention in April! 

Potluck Today 

Our monthly potluck is today. Please stay after services to 
enjoy fellowship and food.  

CALENDAR:

Pray for these caretakers and shut-ins: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for Mildred 
Jack Collier & Marie care for each other 
Cliff & Eve Hanson  
Dave & Karen Fitzwater

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

However, there is another type of love that 
can weather the storm of those factors 
beyond our control. Furthermore, it can 
c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d c r e a t i n g t h e 
environment where other forms of love 
such as friendship and desire can thrive. 
We find this type of love, known as agape 
in the New Testament, lies at the heart of 
being Jesus’ disciple. 

Agape love can endure because it 
involves our decision to seek to act for 
someone’s well being. Thus agape is not 
hamstrung by what others might be doing 
or how they might react. 

This is a love that can act even when 
warm feelings do not exist and even 
survive in a bleak desert. It is the love 
Jesus commanded when he taught, “Love 
your enemies and do good to those who 
hate you.” We won’t have good feelings 
about our enemies nor like them, but we 
can still choose to seek their well-being. 
This might not be the natural response. 
However, it is possible. 

This is the love that God exhibited toward 
humanity when he sent his Son to come 
to earth, knowing that he would need to 
die to save us. This is unconditional love. 
That is, agape is the commitment to do 
good, regardless of how others might 
respond. Why? Because the decision has 
been made to seek that person’s well-
being. 

When couples put this love into action 
within their marriage, their actions 
c o n t r i b u t e t o wa r d c r e a t i n g t h e 
environment where the other forms of 
love such as friendship and desire can 
flourish. Those who choose to embrace 
agape reap the side benefit of providing 
the best opportunity for the other forms of 
love to thrive. 

Focus on your feelings, you might lose 
everything. Focus on the decision to do 
good and you’ll likely reap the feelings. 

Many forms of love are fickle. There is, 
however, a type of love that can endure 
forever.

Continued from front page


