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People Read You  
What kind of story are they reading?  

Second Corinthians 3.1–3  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Persuasion:  

I. 3.1 • Letters of Commendation  
 
1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as some others, 
epistles of commendation to you or letters of commendation from you?  

A. What had Paul just said that prompted these questions?  

1. He had to remind them  

a) that they did not peddle the word of God, but  

b) that they spoke sincerely from God.  

2. Should he have needed to remind them of those things?  

a) No, they knew what he was and  

b) what he preached,  

(1) which they then embraced and  

(2) became followers of Christ.  

B. They should have told others what Paul was and  

1. what he preached  

2. so that others might embrace the same thing.  

C. Paul sounds shocked  

1. that he would have to reestablish himself and  

2. his preaching team to the Corinthian Christians again.  

II. 3.2–3 • People Read You  
 
2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 
clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but 
by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, 
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that is, of the heart.  

A. What did Paul mean, that is why did he say this after what he said in verse 1?  

1. Evidently, Paul and his co-workers were not written on the hearts of the 
Corinthians.  

2. However, he let them know that they were written in his and Timothy’s 
heart.  

B. Paul and Timothy had preached to the Corinthians and taught them the way 
of truth.  

1. They had accepted that truth and became followers of Jesus Christ.  

2. Others read them and knew what they were.  

a) How did that happen?  

b) It happened because  

(1) they had had heard the truth from men they believed to be gen-
uine.  

(2) Yet, by questioning Paul’s authenticity they were calling into ques-
tion their own Christianity.  

C. The Spirit of the living God worked right through the preaching of Paul and 
Timothy, and  

1. by having that happen,  

2. the Corinthians became epistles of Christ.  

D. Notice the contrast between  

1. tablets of stone and  

2. tablets of flesh.  

a) What did Paul mean?  

b) He contrasted stone with flesh.  

(1) Stone is hard.  

(2) Flesh is soft.  

c) He also contrasted  
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(1) the commandments written on stone by the finger of God  

(2) with the life of Christ written on their hearts by the Spirit of God 
through preachers.  

Exhortation:  

I. Can people tell that you are a letter of Christ?  

II. What do you think of all the writers of Scripture? 


