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We Are Not Sufficient of Ourselves  
Second Corinthians 3.4–6  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Persuasion:  

I. 3.4 • Trust Through Christ  
 
4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God.  

A. Paul and Timothy trusted through Christ toward God for what?  

B. That when they preached the word of God,  

1. it was the Spirit of God writing in their hearts,  

2. not Paul or Timothy.  

II. 3.5–6 • The Source of Our Sufficiency  
 
5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as 
ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

A. Paul and Timothy trusted through Christ toward God because  

1. the men did not think that they were sufficient of themselves,  

2. knowing that none of this came from them.  

B. It all came from God.  

1. Therefore, whatever they were able to do and  

2. whatever they preached,  

a) it came from God.  

(1) He provided the content and  

(2) He provided the resources to get it done.  

b) Therefore, they would never dare to think as anything coming from 
them.  

C. Starting at the end of verse 3,  
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1. Paul began transitioning to a different topic.  

2. His focus will be upon the new covenant.  

D. What then were they not sufficient of?  

1. They were not sufficient for the new covenant.  

2. They did not originate the new covenant.  

a) God revealed it to them.  

b) Then He enabled them to do what they needed to do to get it into the 
world.  

E. What did Paul mean that the new covenant  

1. is not of the letter, but  

2. is of the Spirit?  

a) He explained that the letters kills.  

b) Whereas the Spirit gives life.  

3. However, does not the new covenant come to us in letter?  

a) The message does not originate in letter, but  

b) from the Spirit of God.  

(1) Therefore, it is the Spirit that gives life,  

(2) not the letter.  

Exhortation:  

I. Do you believe that the Bible Books of Matthew through Revelation show 
God’s will for us?  

II. How much do you need God? 


