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How We Become Like the Lord  
Second Corinthians 3.7–18  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Persuasion:  

I. 3.7–8 • The Glory of the Ministry of Death  
 
7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so 
that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because 
of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, 8 how will the 
ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?  

A. Was what Moses delivered glorious?  

1. Yes, it was.  

2. It came from God, not Moses!  

B. Remember that Paul was contrasting  

1. what was written on stone versus  

2. what was written on flesh.  

a) He was contrasting what Moses delivered on stone versus  

b) what Paul and Timothy delivered by preaching.  

C. How did Paul picture the glory of what Moses delivered?  

1. The face of Moses had glory after being in the presence of God.  

2. However, that glory on his face would pass away.  

a) That symbolized what Moses delivered.  

b) God never intended for it to be permanent.  

(1) See Galatians 3.19–20.  

(2) Remember what drives the message of the Bible is Genesis 12.3.  

D. As glorious as was what Moses delivered,  

1. it was still a ministration of death.  

2. It commanded what had to be done.  



How We Become Like the Lord; 2Co 3.7–18; 04350; Page   of  2 5

a) Failure to do it  

b) meant that the person had sinned.  

(1) Sin brings death.  

(2) Therefore, what Moses delivered brought death.  

II. 3.9–11 • A Greater Glory  
 
9 For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness 
exceeds much more in glory. 10 For even what was made glorious had no glo-
ry in this respect, because of the glory that excels. 11 For if what is passing 
away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.  

A. Although the Law given through Moses had glory,  

1. it was a ministry of condemnation.  

2. The world needed to learn of sin – See Romans 3.19–20.  

B. However, the new covenant through Christ brings righteousness.  

1. That makes it more glorious than the ministry of condemnation.  

2. The old covenant had glory, but  

a) it did not have what man needed  

b) to have the glory that excels.  

C. Also,  

1. if that which was passing away had glory,  

2. how much more that which remains has glory.  

III. 3.12–14a • Boldness of Speech  
 
12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech— 13 
unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could 
not look steadily at the end of what was passing away. 14a But their minds 
were blinded.  

A. To what hope does Paul refer?  

1. The hope of the glory that he just discussed.  
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2. Our hope is to partake of the greater glory.  

B. Paul preached a more glorious covenant.  

1. Therefore, he could use bold speech, and  

2. did not have to hide anything as Moses did.  

C. Why did Moses put a veil on his face?  

1. We tend to answer to hide the glory on his face for it frightened them.  

2. However, Paul reasoned that what was on the face of Moses faded.  

a) The children of Israel would have seen the glory fading,  

b) then they would have seen the temporary nature of the Law.  

D. Therefore, their minds were blinded.  

1. While the Lord spoke of a new covenant,  

2. it evidently did not connect with them.  

IV. 3.14b–16 • A Veil  
 
For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Tes-
tament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. 15 But even to this day, when 
Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 16 Nevertheless when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is taken away.  

A. They continue to see that the old testament was permanent.  

1. They have a veil on their faces or on their hearts,  

2. even as Moses had a veil on his face.  

B. Why does the veil remain for them?  

1. When a person turns to Christ,  

2. then the veil is taken away.  

a) Therefore, if a person does not turn to Christ,  

b) the veil remains.  

C. The key is understanding  
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1. the purpose of the old covenant and  

2. how Christ fulfills it.  

D. The old covenant is about the Christ:  

1. Romans 3.21–22  

2. Romans 10.4  

3. Galatians 3.21–25  

4. Revelation 19.10  

5. Matthew 5.17–18  

V. 3.17 • Liberty  
 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib-
erty.  

A. The old covenant brought condemnation or death.  

B. However, the new covenant brings righteousness.  

1. The new covenant through the Spirit writes on tablets of flesh.  

2. The Spirit of the Lord was in the preaching of Paul, Timothy, et al.  

a) Since it was the Spirit of the Lord bring this new ministry,  

b) He did not bring condemnation or death, but  

(1) He brought righteousness (Remember Romans 3.21–22), and  

(2) righteousness brings liberty.  

VI. 3.18 • What Happens When We Look into the Mirror  
 
18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.  

A. Rather than having a veil on our hearts,  

1. the veil is gone and  
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2. we look into a mirror.  

B. For what do you use a mirror?  

1. You use it to see yourself.  

2. However, what does Paul say we should see in the mirror?  

a) We should see the glory of the Lord.  

b) Remember that it is the Spirit of the Lord  

(1) writing on our hearts.  

(2) Therefore, we should less of ourselves and  

(a) more of the Lord as time goes on and  

(b) eventually see Him only.  

C. We experience a transformation,  

1. going from glory to glory,  

2. from our glory, the old covenant’s glory, whatever,  

a) to the glory of the Lord because  

b) it is the Spirit of the Lord working through His word preached  

(1) that effects these changes.  

Exhortation:  

I. Remember why Paul said all of these things.  

A. He did not bring a message of preaching himself.  

B. He brought a message that connected those people with life from the Spirit.  

II. We connect with the Spirit through Christ. 


