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Christians of Saragossa, Spain, underwent a 
terrible persecution early in the 4th century. On 
or around 16 April 304, troops of the Roman 
Emperor, Dacian, killed seventeen men and a 
woman. The only detail we have is a list of their 
names from a Latin poem by Prudentius: Optatus, 
Lupercus, Successus, Martial, Urban, Julia, 
Quinitilian, Publius, Fronto, Caecilian, Felix, 
Eventius, Primitivus, Apodemius and four others 
each named Saturninus.  

Prudentius exulted that 
Saragossa will one day 
offer more martyrs to 
Christ on his Second 
Coming than some cities 
larger or more famous. His 
poem also mentioned a 
woman named Encratis, 
who later underwent such 
savage tortures that her 
liver was pulled part way 
out of her chest.   She seems 
to have survived the ordeal—living perhaps even 
into Prudentius’s day. Other Christians were 
ordered to leave the city but were slaughtered as 
they left the gates. Although he wrote down what 
little he knew, Prudentius complained that texts 
detailing these martyrdoms had been wantonly 
destroyed by an adversarial soldier 

who knew the value Christians placed on them. 

Aurelius Prudentius Clemens seems to have been 
a native of nearby Calahorra or at least attended 
the cathedral there (he mentions sitting under its 
bishop). Well-educated, he was familiar with 
Christian doctrine and classical literature. He 
governed cities and served Christian emperors… 

Had he not turned to writing Christian poems, it 
is unlikely he would be 
remembered at all. As it is, 
he became the most 
notable poet of the late 
pagan/early Christian era; 
and he helped bring into 
being the new genres of 
C h r i s t i a n o d e s a n d 
allegories. He even wrote 
poetic apologetics. His 
works were popular in the 
Middle Ages, especially in 
Ge rmany. A l l o f h i s 

surviving poems seem to have been composed in 
a span of about ten years shortly before his death. 

In his apologetics Prudentius defended the 
Nicene Creed and its doctrine of the Trinity. He 
was vehemently opposed to the gladiatorial 
contests and to the Vestal virgins who signaled 

when the death blows were to be struck.
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Sermon for Today

Online service begins at 10:30 am. For those with Internet access, you will be notified by email where to go.  

What Good Is Wisdom and Knowledge?  
Ecclesiastes 1.12–18 

[Roman Theater at Cesaraugusta (i.e. 
Saragossa)—Escarlati / Wikimedia Commons]

PRUDENTIUS AND THE MEMORY OF SARAGOSSA’S MARTYRS 

Taken from ChristianHistoryInstitute.org
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2017, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Psalm 51:10-11
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Cathy and I are in the U.S. 
  Many have been asking if we are in India. Normally, we 
would be there at this time, preparing for Bible camp, 
attending graduations and helping to open new schools. 

  

  
virus on third-world countries such as India. Compared to 
other countries, at this point, India has not been as affected. 
In the photo above, our staff and children at the DNI campus 
work to prepare food for widows, police and other officials. 
 
CHILDREN SENT FROM CHILDREN’S HOMES   
  By strict instruction from the government, several weeks 
ago we had to send the children out of our children’s homes. 
The purpose was to avoid large gatherings and enforce 
social-distancing. Many children were sent to live with 
distant relatives. Those who absolutely have no kindred were 
allowed to remain on campus by special permission. 
  We are now very concerned for our children and call or 
contact them almost daily. It is very difficult for these young 
ones, as most of these temporary residences are with Hindus.   
Additionally, some did not have enough food to properly 
feed our children. In those instances, we are supplying 
limited funds to assist. 
  Almost daily, the children are begging to come back to their 
home. They miss the love and fellowship of their brothers 
and sisters as well as the great food provided by our staff. 
The Child Welfare Committee is now considering allowing 
some of our older children to return. We plan to quarantine 
each child for a minimum of three days when they come 
back, checking their temperature morning and evening. We 
cannot afford for this virus to enter our campuses. 

  In the photo below, the older boys who were allowed to 
remain on campus harvested vegetables and shared with 
elderly and locals who were suffering as a result of the 
quarantine. The people were very thankful and it was a great 
opportunity for God to be glorified.   

   
EFFECT ON 2,628 NEWLY BAPTIZED SOULS 

 
  The Covid-19 quarantine came on the heels of our most 
recent campaign during which 2,628 obeyed the gospel, four 
new congregations were established, and 17,429 heard the 
gospel message.  Sadly, most of these new babes-in-Christ 
still have not been able to attend their first worship service. 
The brothers are working hard to stay in contact and taking 
every opportunity to strengthen these new souls.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  He has three sons, one daughter and a mentally challenged 
spouse, but no obstacle seems to dampen the enthusiasm of 
this fifty-year-old warrior. Formerly trapped in a 
denomination, Arul had a zeal for God but without 

knowledge of the church and God’s plan of salvation. 
Muthusami, another of our powerful evangelists, met and 
taught him over a period of six months. Following his 
baptism, Arul successfully taught many from the Pentecostal 
church out of which he had come. He was trained in our 
school of preaching in Tanjore for 18 months and now works 
as a self-supported preacher in two congregations of the 
churches of Christ which he has started. 
  “How would you describe a typical campaign day?” 
Arul explained that he goes into villages in the morning 
where he has already been teaching for many months. The 
campaigns give him direction and cause him to set goals, 
closing out many on-going studies. On a typical campaign- 
day he conducts 8-10 Bible studies with 3-5 souls in each, 
allowing him to teach the soul-saving-gospel to around 30 
souls per day. 
  Arul faces a lot of opposition from high caste Hindus who 
chide him and tell him to go and preach to low-caste people. 
Denominational people oppose him and tell him he should 
go to the Hindus. When meeting hostility, Arul does not 
push. Meekly, he goes his way and returns with a different 
approach. 
  “Exactly how and what do you teach the people?” Arul 
continued to explain how he has different approaches 
according to the background of the one he wants to teach. He 
starts with a positive affirmation, teaching how we are 
created by one God and how God created man rather than 
man creating God. An important point for idolaters. 
  It is a favorite way of teaching for our brother to move to 
teach about the beauty of heaven and how that holy place, 
our eternal home, is reserved for certain people. Next, he 
talks about our physical houses, asking “If your children 
were outside, walking in disgusting filth, would you allow 
them into your house without first being cleaned?’ They 
usually reply, “How could we allow that?” After lengthy 
teaching about God’s righteousness and the repulsiveness of 
sin, Arul explains that God will not allow anyone into 
heaven without first being cleansed. 

Covid-19 
In India 

  We have been praying 
fervently for our Indian 
brethren over the past 
several weeks, as we 
imagined the potential 
impact of this deadly   

 

REVEALING 
INTERVIEW WITH 
AN EVANGELIST  

  For many years, my American 
brethren have been asking how these 
men win souls in India. Our fellow-
worker, Arul (photo), is a very 
effective evangelist and agreed to an 
interview.     
 

  The balance of the study focuses on the blood of Jesus 
Christ and how one comes into contact with that blood by 
being baptized into Christ. 
  Brother Arul explained the importance of the campaigns by 
saying he sometimes gets lonely and discouraged. He is 
thankful, saying the fellowship of fellow-soldiers during the 
campaigns are a boost of enthusiasm. 
  Arul won 22 souls in this most recent campaign.  
 

ISAKKI BITTEN BY POISONOUS VIPER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  Our brothers immediately rushed Isakki to the hospital, 
where he was treated and placed in intensive care. In 
addition to our prayerful concerns for this young man, we 
were concerned for our staff who remained at the hospital 
for several days, even in the wake of the Covid-19 outbreak. 
  Isakki is back at our campus and has now fully recovered. 
We are thankful to our Father for hearing and answering our 
many prayers. We love this boy and we are thankful he is 
with us. 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Isakki (15), along with his 
sister, Pavithra (13), live at our 
Deva Keribai Illam campus. 
Both are outstanding children 
with a remarkable Bible 
knowledge. 
  A week ago, while performing 
routine cleaning chores on our 
campus, Isakki was bitten on his 
foot by a snake. According to 
the description, the snake was 
an extremely poisonous viper. 
Snakes like this are very 
common in India.       

Photo: The Russell viper 
is one of the most typical 
snakes found in Tamil 
Nadu, India.  
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Photo: Amid the Corona Virus outbreak, the staff from our 
DNI home serve food to widows nearby our campus. Our 

children helped prepare the food. 

A  P  R  I  L    2  0  2  0 
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OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

April Activities: 
Services, classes and all 
other activities at the Church 
have been cancelled through 
April.

Please pray for Melissa Chumbley. She is a friend of Andrea Crisp's 
who had an ischemic stroke several weeks ago. She is currently in a 
live-in rehabilitation facility. It was a very serious stroke and Melissa is 
in her mid-30s with a husband and two sons. 

Our shut-ins and their caretakers: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 
Mildred 
Jack Collier & Marie care for each 
other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  
Dave & Karen Fitzwater 
Mary Stout

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building April Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,806 ..................

Last Week April 12, 3,149 .............

Total After 15 Weeks 57,101 .........

  

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers Calendar:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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increasing our need for new Study Helpers, as WBS 
calls teachers. We are getting new students everyday.  

Of our 10 teachers, only 6 are active, which means 
we have a need for more study helpers. This is a 

great way that we are evangelizing our area.  

If you want to help, or if you just want to learn more 
about what is involved, please get in touch with me.  

Don Ruhl 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Our work with World Bible School and their Connect 
program has been ongoing, although we do not often 
report on it.  

Recently, I expanded our target area. We had been only 
covering 25 miles 
around Grants Pass, 
and even that had been 
expanded from a 10 
mile circumference.  

I noticed on World 
Bible School’s web site 
that most of Oregon 
was not being covered, 
and we were only 
getting new students 
every few weeks.  

So, I enlarged our 
target area to include 
all of Oregon, and that 
overlaps into our 
neighboring states as 
you can see in the map. 
The blue dots represent 
what Savage Street is 
now covering and the 
red dots what other 
congregations are 
covering.  

So we overlap their coverage areas, and we will give 
our sister congregations preference first. This has 
increased the number of new students greatly, thus 


