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n April 22, 1723, the burgomasters of Leipzig 
elected Johann Sebastian Bach as cantor of St. 

Thomas. His primary responsibility was to educate 
boys in Latin and music, but he was also responsible 
for the music of the city’s four churches, where the 
boys performed in choirs. His singers were by no 
means professionals, which made his job difficult.  

At Leipzig, Bach wrote and directed an enormous 
amount of music and performed almost every day. His 
output included cantatas (some of them based on 
beloved hymns), motets, passions (including the 
famous St. Matthew Passion), the powerful Mass in B-
minor (written when he was seeking a post with 
Poland’s Catholic king), violin concertos, keyboard 
music (including the famous Musical Offering for 
Frederick II of Prussia), and harpsichord pieces. He 
directed the local Collegium Musicum. For all this 
work, he received a middle class salary plus room and 
board.  

Although he poured emotion into his music, his work 
did not seem to have impressed his employers. They 
encroached on his right to appoint his own assistants 
and complained that his music was too artistic. 
Sometimes he did not get paid. As a consequence, he 
was involved in quarrels, shouting matches (even in 
church), and wrote many letters of protest.  

A devout Lutheran, Bach dedicated his religious 
manuscripts to Christ with the abbreviation “I. N. 
J.” (standing for In Nomine Jesu, that is, “In the Name 
of Jesus”). And although he often converted secular 
works for Christian use, he never converted Christian 
works for secular use.  

Leipzig proved to be the last of several 
posts Bach held. After his death in 1750, 

one of Leipzig’s burgomasters remarked during the 
search for a replacement, “We must not forget that we 
want a schoolmaster, not a musician.” With attitudes 
like that, most of Bach’s work lay neglected for three 
quarters of a century. Vendors wrapped fish in his 
manuscripts. About one third of the three hundred 
cantatas he wrote at Leipzig most likely have been 
permanently lost to us.  

Glory to God Alone documents the faith and work of 
J.S. Bach.  

That his masterpieces fell into neglect was regrettable. 
However, they did not remain forever hidden. 
Beethoven recognized Bach’s worth and declared, “He 
should not be called Bach (brook) but Meer (sea).” 
Felix Mendelssohn revived and performed the St. 
Matthew Passion, beginning a revival of interest in 
Bach’s music that has lasted to this day.  

One thing that did not fall out of use was his keyboard 
technique. His Well-Tempered Clavier and Art of the 
Fugue trained later musicians such as Beethoven. Bach 
employed the five fingers of each hand where three 
had previously been the norm.  

Today many musicians consider Bach the greatest 
composer who ever lived. His works are available in 
print, on recordings, and on Internet sites such as 
YouTube. Popular music groups have even mined Bach 
for their songs.*  

————- 
*Examples: Procol Harum’s “A Whiter Shade of Pale” is 
based partly on Bach’s “Air on the G String;” an instrumental 
bridge in the Byrds’ “She Don’t Care About Time” uses a bit 
of “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring,” and The Nice quoted the 

opening of Bach’s Third Brandenburg 
Concerto in their Ars Longa Vita Brevis.
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Sermon for Today

Online service begins at 10:30 am. For those with Internet access, you will be notified by email where to go.  

It Is Well with My Soul 
Can I sing that whatever happens to me, it is well with my soul? 

Habakkuk 3.17–19

Some things you may not have known about Bach 
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2017, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Samson
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A Harvard Law School professor is calling for a 
presumptive ban on homeschooling, arguing that 
it poses harmful risks to children. 

In an article titled “The Risks of Homeschooling” 
featured in the latest edition of Harvard 
magazine, Harvard Law School professor 
Elizabeth Bartholet stressed in an interview that 
children have a right to a “meaningful 
education” and that the state is obligated to 
intervene to protect them from abuse, which is 
sometimes interwoven within homeschool 
environments. Bartholet is also the faculty 
director of the Law School’s Child Advocacy 
Program. 

Bartholet cites as an example of this abuse the 
case of Tara Westover, whose story is captured in 
a memoir called Educated and recounts how she 
was raised by survivalists in Idaho and was never 
sent to a school and received no formal 
education, despite learning how to read. 
Westover spent her youth working in her father’s 
scrap business where bodily injuries were 
common and her older brother abused her. 
Under the current legal regime in most of the 
United States, Bartholet says, this is what can 
happen. She does not believe Westover’s case is 
an outlier. 

“The issue is, do we think that parents should 
have 24/7, essentially authoritarian control over 
their children from ages zero to 18?” the 
professor inquires. 

“I think that’s dangerous. I think it’s always 
dangerous to put powerful people in charge of 
the powerless, and to give the powerful ones 
total authority.” 

Requiring children to attend schools outside of 
the home for several hours each day, she 
maintains, does not significantly undermine 
parental influence on a child’s views and ideas.  

The article notes that many Americans — 
possibly as many as 90 percent by some 

Harvard law prof. wants to ban homeschooling: Why she’s wrong 

By John Stonestreet and G. Shane Morris, Op-Ed Contributors  

Taken from ChristianPost.com

estimates — who opt for homeschool are driven 
by traditional Christian beliefs and a desire to 
remove their kids from mainstream culture. 

In an email to The Christian Post Monday, Katy 
Faust, founder of the children’s rights 
organization Them Before Us, noted that the 
Bartholet interview poses a question not only 
about homeschool versus public school, but a 
much more fundamental question, specifically 
“To whom do children belong?” 

“By arguing parents should have to ‘prove their 
case’ if they want to ‘opt out of schools,’ 
Bartholet’s answer to that question is clearly, 
‘children don’t belong to parents, they belong to 
the State,’” Faust explained. 

But the reverse is true, she continued, because it 
supports the child’s fundamental right to be 
known and loved by the two people responsible 
for their existence. 

“It’s also in a child’s best interest to belong to 
the adults who are the most connected to and 
protective of them — their own parents. In 
addi t ion, unl ike teachers and school 
administrators, parents are the most permanent 
adults in a child’s life. They don’t cease to be 
connected to children when striking over 
contracts, transferring districts, when they retire 
or when a child moves from fourth to fifth 
grade. The permanent nature of the parent-child 
relationship means parents are the adults most 
invested in children’s long-term success. That’s 
why parents, not the government, are the 
primary educators of their children,” she said. 

“Thus, it’s the schools which must ‘prove their 
case’ to parents if they want to ‘opt in’ to 
educating our children. Children don’t belong 
to the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. They belong to us, their parents. 

“That out of touch elites fail to grasp these 
simple, self-evident truths should make us even 

http://ChristianPost.com
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more weary to trust them with control over our 
children’s education.” 

Bartholet will be speaking at a summit in June 
featuring a slate of speakers, all of whom are 
r e p o r t e d l y s t e a d f a s t l y o p p o s e d t o 
homeschooling, according to the Home School 
Legal Defense Association. 

The image featured alongside the recent article 
is a house that has prison bars over a window 
with a young girl trapped inside while other 
children play outside. The structure of the 
prison-like homeschool in the image is 
comprised of books, one of which is the Bible.  

Bartholet elaborates in the interview that some 
of these parents are “extreme religious 
ideologues” who question science and are in 
favor of white supremacy and female 
subservience. 

“From the beginning of compulsory education 
in this country, we have thought of the 
government as having some right to educate 
children so that they become active, productive 
participants in the larger society,” Bartholet said. 

“But it’s also important that children grow up 
exposed to community values, social values, 
d e m o c r a t i c v a l u e s , i d e a s a b o u t 
nondiscrimination and tolerance of other 
people’s viewpoints.” 

The Harvard magazine article comes amid the 
worldwide coronavirus pandemic where school 
systems have closed to prevent further spread of 
the disease. As a result of the shutdown, kids are 
being educated at home and some have 
speculated that homeschooling will increase 
after the pandemic ends. 

The article has inspired notable responses 
criticizing its underlying philosophy on forums 
like Medium and Facebook from accomplished 
Harvard graduates, who were themselves 
homeschooled and defended their upbringings.  

In a Monday episode of his broadcast called The 
Briefing, Al Mohler, president of The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, commented on 
the Harvard magazine piece, noting the 
ideological aims of the Common School 
Movement in the United States, particularly 
under the influence of figures such as John 
Dewey in the early 20th century. That 
movement came as an effort to at least partly, 
Dewey argued, remove children from the 
religious and sectarian prejudices of their 
parents by putting them in a common school 
that would develop a common culture, Mohler 
explained. Dewey was one of the founders of 
the American Humanist Association. 

“The schools would become a socializing agent 
and of course there was an ideological 
component to this as well,” he continued. 

“[T]hose who have been trying to bring about 
an absolute revolution in Western societies have 
found that it is the indomitable strength of the 
natural family that is the greatest obstacle. And 
if you’re trying to reshape society, you have to 
aim yourself at the young. You want to gain as 
much time and influence amongst the young as 
possible and thus you can see why those who’ve 
been trying to push for a more, they would style 
it, progressivist agenda in the United States have 
seen the public schools as the great ally and 
you’ll understand why they’ve been so 
successful in reshaping the public schools into 
incubators for this kind of ideological 
experiment.” 

Mohler believes that the ideological aims of 
Bartholet and her like-minded compatriots to 
restrict and undermine homeschooling will 
eventually be extended to distinctly Christian 
schools in pursuit of an elite-defined secularist 
utopian vision. 

“We need to understand that in this context, the 
modern American context, it is going to take all 
of our conviction to keep Christian schools 
Christian, any of them,” he said.
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OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Re-
bekah Calvert: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

Recordings 
Don is making audio recordings of the Book of Proverbs. 
CDs will not be available for a while, but if you would like 
mp3s of the chapters as he does them, let Don Ruhl know. 

Teachers Needed  
We need more teachers/study helpers for our World Bible 
School-Connect work. If you have questions, talk to Don 
Ruhl 

April Activities: 

Services, classes and all other 
activities at the Church have been 
cancelled through April.

Eli Hartley (nephew to one of the Crisp's employees) has had a tough journey 
and some scary moments. He is currently still hooked up to the machine mak-
ing his heart work properly. When doctors attempt to remove him from it, he 
does not do well. Please keep praying for this little guy.

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 
Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for 
each other 
Cliff & Eve Hanson  
Dave & Karen Fitzwater 
Mary Stout

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building April Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,933 ..................

Last Week April 19, 5,840 .............

Total After 16 Weeks 62,941 .........

  

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers Calendar:

Some Savage Street Sisters meeting for lunch and 
practicing social distancing. 

EXTRA TIME ON YOUR HANDS? 
Andrea Crisp has a sewing project for 
an upcoming church event that she 
would love to have help 

with! Materials provided. 
Call her for details! 
541-291-0539

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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“We glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.”  
– Paul, Romans 5.3–4  

Evangelizing Locally  
If you look below, you can see how we do works 
throughout the world, but if you think we should 
do works at home, you have several opportunities. 
Our Vacation Bible School is a great opportunity 
to evangelize, especially if you take the time to get 
to know people from the community who bring 
their children. Another opportunity is World Bible 
School's Connect program. World Bible School 
places web ads all over the Internet, and people 
respond to those and we adopt those people. Then 
as they go through a course of Bible study, we 
grade their lessons, converse with them some, and 
answer questions. We need more workers. Please 
talk to me.  

Patterns of Evidence: The Red Sea Miracles, Part 2  
The second part of this awesome documentary 
was supposed to be May 5th, but that has been 
postponed. Lord willing, we will be able to see it 
soon. I will keep you posted.  

Commentary on James  
Have you figured out who it is that has written a 
commentary on the Book of James? It is not me. 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

How Some Are Controlled  

A whip for the horse,  
 A bridle for the donkey,  
 And a rod for the fool’s back.  
– Proverbs 26.3  

To get the horse to run, riders, such as jockeys, use 
whips, and the horse then gets with the program. To 
get the donkey to go where you want it to go, you 
have to put a bridle on it, then the animal becomes 
useful to you. What has to be done with the fool? The 
fool will not listen to reason. The fool will not listen to 
Scripture. The fool will go into action when he 
suffers.  

You Grow by Struggling  

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”  
– Frederick Douglass  

“Do not feel entitled to anything you do not sweat or 
struggle for.”  
– Marian Wright Edelman  

“The most beautiful people we have known are those 
who have known defeat, known suffering, known 
struggle, known loss, and have found their way out of 
the depths.”  
– Elisabeth Kübler-Ross  

“Great souls are grown through struggles and storms 
and seasons of suffering.”  
– Rick Warren  

RUHL’S RULES


