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From God to Man: The Old Testament  
Part 1  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 3, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Second Timothy 3.14–17  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Anything on God’s Word  

Prelude:  

I. We need the Old Testament  

A. for the same reason  

1. that you do not start reading a story in the middle of the narrative.  

2. You will not understand what is going on.  

a) Some want to read the New Testament, and  

b) want nothing to do with the Old Testament, but  

(1) that is starting near the end of the story.  

B. It is the same with history.  

1. Why did the United States have a Civil War?  

2. You cannot know that until you know the Constitution.  

3. You cannot know why we have the Constitution until you know about the 
Articles of Confederation.  

4. You cannot know why we had the Articles of Confederation until you 
know about the Declaration of the United States and the War with Great 
Britain.  

5. You cannot know why we had a war with Great Britain until…  

a) You can get the point.  

b) It is not wise to start in the middle of the story.  

II. Therefore, Christians absolutely need the Old Testament because  

A. it is part one of the story and  

B. the New Testament is part two.  

1. When you understand the Old you will understand the place of the New.  
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2. You will see them as parts of one story.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Testaments Differ  

A. If you have been reading the Bible for a while,  

B. you can hear someone reading it and  

1. know whether that person is reading from the Old or New Testament.  

2. Why is that?  

C. The Book of Hebrews begins with this affirmation:  
 
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds…  
 
– Hebrews 1.1–2  

1. How many different methods did God use in the Old Testament?  

2. The Hebrew Bible covers about 4,000 years of history.  

3. The Christian Bible covers about 100 years of history.  

a) The Hebrew Scriptures show national concerns.  

b) The Christian Scriptures show individual concerns.  

(1) I could go on, but that gets away from my point in this series,  

(2) which is to show how we got the Bible.  

(a) Suffice it to say for now  

(b) that the New Testament is the icing on the cake.  

i) The cake is larger than the icing.  

ii) They are different in texture, tastes, appearances, but  

(1) they complement one another.  

D. Before we go on, we should note what a testament is.  
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1. A testament or covenant is an agreement  

2. in which one party has made the requirements, promises, and so on, and  

a) the other party agrees to abide by those things.  

b) If we abide,  

(1) we receive benefits.  

(2) If we do not abide in those things, or  

(a) if we decide that we want no part of it,  

(b) then we suffer the consequences.  

II. The First Writers of the Bible  

A. God wrote some of the Bible.  

1. He might even have been the first writer.  

a) I say He may have been the first writer because  

b) we do not know when the Book of Job was written.  

(1) We believe that Job lived around the time of Abraham, but  

(2) that does not mean it was written then.  

(a) If it was,  

(b) it would predate the writings of Moses.  

2. Here is what God Himself wrote down:  
 
12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and 
be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and com-
mandments which I have written, that you may teach them.”  
 
– Exodus 24.12  
 
18 And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, 
He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written 
with the finger of God.  
 
– Exodus 31.18  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15 And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two 
tablets of the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on 
both sides; on the one side and on the other they were written. 16 Now 
the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God 
engraved on the tablets.  
 
– Exodus 32.15–16  

B. Next would be Moses.  
 
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book 
and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the re-
membrance of Amalek from under heaven.”  
 
– Exodus 17.14  
 
4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose early in the 
morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
– Exodus 24.4  

1. Moses also quoted sources:  
 
14 Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD:  
 
 “Waheb in Suphah,  
 The brooks of the Arnon,  
15 And the slope of the brooks  
 That reaches to the dwelling of Ar,  
 And lies on the border of Moab.”  
 
 – Numbers 21.14–15  

III. Writers of the Old Testament  

A. I do not like to refer to the writers as authors, because  

1. in truth the Holy Spirit or God  

2. is the Author, the One who originated the content:  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21 …prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  
 
– 2 Peter 1.21  

B. Moses wrote the first five Books of the Bible.  

1. Then for the next 1,000 years,  

2. the Lord used several different men.  

C. We do not have certain information about who wrote Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 
the Samuels, the Kings, Esther, and Job.  

D. Ezra wrote the Chronicles and his Book.  

E. Nehemiah wrote his.  

F. David wrote half of the Psalms, and  

1. Asaph wrote 12,  

2. the sons of Korah wrote 11,  

3. Moses wrote one, and  

4. Solomon wrote 2, and  

5. the rest are anonymous.  

G.Solomon wrote most of Proverbs and all of Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.  

H.The prophets all seem to have written the Books bearing their names.  

IV. What Did They Use to Write?  

A. The surfaces  

1. Stone  
 
1 And the LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the first 
ones, and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first 
tablets which you broke.”  
 
– Exodus 34.1  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2. Coated Stone  
 
2 “And it shall be, on the day when you cross over the Jordan to the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you, that you shall set up for your-
selves large stones, and whitewash them with lime. 3 You shall write on 
them all the words of this law, when you have crossed over, that you may 
enter the land which the LORD your God is giving you, ‘a land flowing 
with milk and honey,’ just as the LORD God of your fathers promised 
you.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 27.2–3  

3. Clay  

4. Metals  
 
36 “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the 
engraving of a signet:  
 
  HOLINESS TO THE LORD.  
 
– Exodus 28.36  

5. Waxed Wooden Tablet  
 
8 “Now go, write it before them on a tablet,  
 And note it on a scroll,  
 That it may be for time to come,  
 Forever and ever…”  
 
 – Isaiah 30.8  

6. Papyrus  

a) Providing this to the world made Egypt rich  

b) [Slides from Egypt]  

7. Leather  

8. Parchment  

a) A Pharaoh withheld papyrus from Pergamum in the 2nd century BC.  
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b) Capitalism took over and the people there came up with their writing 
surface that was very smooth, stretched animal skin.  

c) This became known as parchment after the Greek word for what citi-
zens were called from that city.  

d) Paul referred to parchment:  
 
2 Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come—
and the books, especially the parchments [Paul’s copies of the Hebrew 
Bible?].  
 
– 2 Timothy 4.13  

B. The writing instruments  

1. A pen of some sort  
 
1 Moreover the LORD said to me, “Take a large scroll, and write on it 
with a man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.”  
 
– Isaiah 8.1  

a) A reed  

b) A goose feather quill  

2. Ink made of soot mixed with vegetable oil or the sap of an acacia tree.  

C. The Language  

1. Hebrew  

a) Hebrew had no written vowels  

b) Written from right to left  

(1) Paleo-Hebrew  

(2) Square-Script Hebrew  

(3) Later the Masoretes added vowel points  

2. A few parts in Aramaic  

a) Jeremiah 10.11  
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b) Daniel 2.4–7.28  

c) Ezra 4.8–6.18  

d) Ezra 7.12–26  

Exhortation:  

I. First Point 


