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May 17; Volume 97, Number 20 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of 
Christ began on March 4, 1923 at 
6th and H Streets. After sometime 

on Evelyn Street, we moved to 
our present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

Sermon for Today

The Grand Reunion  
First Thessalonians 4.13–18 
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FAMILY FUN FROM CREATION MOMENTS

Scrambled Scriptures is brought to you by Creation Moments, a non-profit organization supported entirely by tax-
deductible donations. If God puts it on your heart to help us continue to provide free educational materials to parents 
and churches, thank you for making a donation of any amount at www.creationmoments.com/donate.

© 2017, Creation Moments, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The most current issues of Christian 
Courier and Reason and Revelation.
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   Several have already been baptized as a result of this latest 

work, but perhaps the greatest benefit has been to the new 

Christians. In the latest campaign, 17,429 souls were taught, and 

2,628 obeyed the gospel. Most of the new Christians have yet to 

be able to attend fellowship and worship services. This relief 

program has been a boost, as they have seen the love of God’s 

church first-hand. 
 

UPDATE ON CHILDREN’S HOMES 
  Some quarantine restrictions have been lifted, but at present, 

our children have not been allowed to return to their homes. We 

have been supplementing the incomes of distant relatives and 

others who have willingly taken the children during this time. We 

have maintained constant contact with the children, checking on 

them nearly every day. A few were unable to leave the campuses, 

as they had absolutely nobody with whom they could live. 

  At the DNI campus, 

some of the earliest 

relief was provided by 

a few of our children 

and staff. Because we 

have good farming 

land at this campus, 

they were able to 

grow vegetables. They also cooked and prepared food which the 

staff delivered to 

nearby villages. The 

people were so 

grateful, amazed at 

the love shown 

through God’s church. 

Please continue to 

pray. Our children are 

begging to return. Many are living in very difficult circumstances, 

especially those in Hindu homes. 
 

OUR RETURN TO INDIA 
  Cathy and I are very anxious to return to the work. Bible camp, 

graduations and the beginning of new schools have all been 

postponed. At this time, it is unclear when travel restrictions will 

be lifted. Please pray!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

           

                          

     Jesus Feeds 5,000…Again! 
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At the moment, 4,905 families are being fed as 

$109,133 has been given by 189 individuals, 

families or churches. God is great! 

M  A  Y     2   0   2   0 

 

  It was a sleepless night, about a month ago, after hearing of the 
suffering and anxiety of so many. I lay with tears in my eyes as I 
thought of Indian brothers and friends, just waking up on the 
other side of the world. Fathers would be laying on dirt floors in 
grass huts, dreading for their children to open their eyes, 
knowing there was not sufficient food. I had already been  
hearing the words of mothers, saying, “As adults we know hunger 
and can go without food for a period, but how can we endure our 
children, saying with tear-filled eyes that they are hungry?” 

  The vast majority of 
India’s poor do not 
have vehicles nor 
refrigerators. Exposure 
to news is limited, and 
many who live in rural 
villages are illiterate. 
Suddenly, the entire 
country was thrown 
into a full shutdown. 

Families had no food. All public transportation was closed. 
Anyone caught outside of their home without an emergency 
reason was penalized heavily. The police have been very strict. 
  Depressed and desperate, fathers were turning to loan sharks. 
Greedy men eagerly lend money at 100% interest. Their scheme 
is a trap from which one can never recover. I am sure that as a 
father, I would have done the same. If my grandchildren were 
hungry, I would have gone to any extreme to stop their cries, 
even knowing that I will never in my life recover. I would agree in 
a heartbeat.         

  My zealous Indian brothers were way ahead of me. They were 
already making great sacrifices with what little they had, sharing 
with widows and the most destitute, paying expenses from their 
own pockets. In an effort to make a plan, it was explained that 
for us to help in a way that would have significant impact, we 
would need to feed 5,000 families for ten days. At $25 per family, 
that would require $125,000. I am ashamed to say that I 
faithlessly first told my brothers this would not be possible. For a 
moment, I had forgotten the promise of Jesus, “With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). 
After much prayer and the advice of my elders, the work was 
begun.  

GOD’S BEAUTIFUL, COMPASSIONATE CHURCH 
  Through the infinite wisdom of the Almighty, God’s flock, the 
jewels of His crown (Zech. 9:16) rose to the challenge. Hearing of 
the hunger and suffering, compassionate hearts were touched. 
For three days, I spoke constantly on the phone or was at my 
computer, explaining how funds could be received for this aid. 
  I wish all who are reading could experience the great joy we 
have had in seeing American brethren, many of whom were out 
of work, sacrificing and giving so liberally. One family sent $163, 
explaining that their ten-year-old son had donated $63 from his 
yard-mowing funds.  

  At the same time, we received so many 
“thank you” messages from our Indian 
brothers and sisters. Over and over we heard 
of widows who cried when they received 
funds, not knowing from where their next 
meal was coming. Helpless lepers and 
physically challenged souls have been so 
appreciative. Elumalai (photo) has watched 
leprosy consume his hands and feet for the 
past ten years. His wife, a farm laborer, has 
supported them, but now there is no work.     

 
STRUGGLES OF OUR EVANGELISTS 

  In the middle of the strict quarantine, our evangelists are 
struggling. They are compelled, as their first duty is their service 
to God. Most have managed to access remote villages through 
back trails. Others rise before daylight, hoping to get back to their 

homes before roadblocks are manned. Some have had their 
motorcycles confiscated. One man even had his cell phone 
confiscated. In the rural area of Horus, 
one of our Bible School students was 
trying to help an older physically 
challenged man when he was 
approached by radicals demanding 
aid. When he explained that we are 
helping the poorest and most 
destitute, they beat him severely and 
stole the money, his Bible and his 
motorcycle. Because of his injuries, he 
was hospitalized (photo) for three 
days, and there is no hope of regaining the stolen property. 
  Through all of this, our Indian brothers ask daily about the 
welfare of their American brothers. They are concerned and 
amazed at our care, even while our own country remains in a 
shut-down.   
 

GOD IS GLORIFIED 
For your liberal distribution (II Cor. 9:13) 

  The objective from the beginning was (1) to teach the love of 
Christ and cause God to be glorified, (2) prevent starvation, and 
(3) stop the loan sharks. In one of many stories, Santhanaraj 
explained how brother Ponnambalam was distributing relief 

funds in his neighborhood where many 
people were hungry. He came across 
Shanthi, a leprous elderly woman who 
lived in a hut. Because of her disease, 
her children had put her out of their 
home. All help for her had stopped and 
she was left to starve.  Our brother 
explained to her that he had come 
from the church of Christ to help her 
and then gave her $15. In unbelief, she 
could not speak. With tears running 
down her cheeks she placed her hands 

together (fingers eaten away) as her gesture of thanksgiving. This 
$15 will feed her for a month. Ponnambalam taught her about 
the love of God and will be continuing his study with her.  
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OTHER NEWS 
If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Calvert. If you would like to have your announcement 
run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah Calvert: 
Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

Baptism 
Colbie Estes was baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of 
her sins and that she might receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
last Lord’s Day, May 10th. 

Congregational Challenge  
The elders would like members of our congregation to will-
ingly participate in a weekly challenge for the next few 
weeks. It is an activity that will bring us closer to one anoth-
er and perhaps our community as well. This is a private ac-
tivity and there’s no record keeping involved. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHALLENGE WEEK 1:  Reach out to 
someone with whom you do not ordinarily have contact 
who is not a relative. It can be a phone call, note, greeting 
card, e-mail or text letting that person(s) know you are think-
ing of them. Be sure to sign your name 

Loving Note 
"Please convey our love to the brethren at Grants Pass. I cer-
tainly wish we could be with you today. We would love to 
have the fellowship. We love and appreciate everything that 
Church has done for this work. Don and Cathy Iverson” 

Kindness Appreciated 
Thank you to the person or per-
sons who left popcorn at peo-
ple’s homes. 

May Activities: 

17th: Welcome 
Back!! 

27th: Singing

Prayers for Letha Blythe; she has having health problems. 

Our shut-ins and their caretakers: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 
Glenda Brazil as she cares for 
Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for each 
other 
Cliff & Eve Hanson  
Dave & Karen Fitzwater 
Mary Stout

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building May Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 3,777 ..................

Last Week May 10, 2,664 .............

Total After 19 Weeks 71,778 .........

  

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers Calendar:

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Life as a Bed of Roses  
If you think your life is not a bed of roses, 
just focus on the one who wore the thorns!  

Old Age  
“I don’t know how you feel about old age, 
but in my case I didn’t see it coming. It hit 
me in the rear.”  
– Phyllis Diller  

“Old age is like a plane flying through a 
storm. Once you’re aboard, there’s nothing 
you can do.”  
– Golda Meir  

“Old age is the most unexpected of all 
things that happen to a man.”  
– Leon Trotsky  

“Old age is a special problem for me 
because I’ve never been able to shed the 
mental image I have of myself—a lad of 
about nineteen.”  
– E. B. White  

“Remember now your Creator in the days 
of your youth, before the difficult days 
come, and the years draw near when you 
say, ‘I have no pleasure in them…”  
– King Solomon (Ecclesiastes 12.1) 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Someone Who Will Not Seek Advice  

The refining pot is for silver and the furnace 
for gold,  
 But the LORD tests the hearts.  

– Proverbs 17.3  

How do you make pure silver or pure gold? 
You have to heat it up, separating the 
impurities from the pure metal. This is a way 
of testing the quality of silver and gold. If we 
do not test it by this means, we are limited in 
how it can be used and its value will be held 
in question. How do we test the human 
heart? That is a test that the Lord, the Creator 
of the heart, conducts. He knows what makes 
a pure heart, and He also knows what makes 
the heart impure. Therefore, He is the one 
who can put it through the spiritual refining 
pot, the spiritual furnace. Submit your heart to 
the Lord and He will refine it for you. You will 
go through some heated times, but when He 
is done with you, you will be a pure son or 
daughter of God.  

RUHL’S RULES


