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From God to Man: The Old Testament, Part 2 
How We Got the Bible  

Psalm 12.6–7  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 10, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Psalm 12.6–7  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. Preserving the Old Testament  

A. Until 500 years ago,  

1. all copies were hand written.  

2. That tedious slow work ended when Gutenberg invented the printing 
press.  

B. There were scribes dedicated to this process.  

1. You’ve heard of the “scribes” and Pharisees  

2. Ezra 7.6  
 
6 …this Ezra came up from Babylon; and he was a skilled scribe in the 
Law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given. The king granted 
him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon 
him.  
 
– Ezra 7.6  

3. 1 Chronicles 2.55  
 
55 And the families of the scribes who dwelt at Jabez were the Tirathites, 
the Shimeathites, and the Suchathites. These were the Kenites who came 
from Hammath, the father of the house of Rechab.  
 
– 1 Chronicles 2.55  

C. Masoretes  

1. Added vowel points  

2. Knew the number words and letters  
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D. Mistakes still happened.  

1. None of these mistakes affect anything that we believe  

2. They are all minor in nature.  

E. However, did the Masoretes do a good job?  

F. What I saw in the room to the left of the Wailing or Western Wall  

G.The Jews were careful:  
 
“Even before the time of the Masoretes, careful guidelines governed the 
copying of every Old Testament text. According to the Talmud—a collection 
of traditions from Jewish rabbis— ‘every skin must contain a certain number 
of columns, equal throughout the entire codex. The length of each column 
must not extend over less than forty-eight or more than sixty lines; and, the 
breadth must consist of thirty letters…An authentic copy must be the exem-
plar, from which the transcriber ought not in the least deviate; no word or 
letter…must be written from memory, the scribe not having looked at the 
codex before him.’” (page 41)  

H.However, the Masoretes lived between the 6th and 10th centuries AD.  

1. Did they faithfully follow the Hebrew Bible?  

2. When America’s forefathers or  

a) the preachers in the early days of the Restoration Movement  

b) read the Old Testament,  

(1) they read from what was based on the Masoretic text.  

(2) Was it the same as the originals?  

I. [Chart showing “Importnt Manuscriptsfrom the Masoretes]  

J. [Alleppo Codex Panel]  

II. The Dead Sea Scrolls  

A. Initial discovery was of 7 scrolls  

B. Hundreds more found in ten caves.  

C. More than 900 ancients documents  
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D. 200 were of the Hebrew and Aramaic OT  

E. 700+ were commentaries and rules for living in the Qumran community  

F. A new cave was found in 2017!  

1. They only found broken jars.  

2. They found one blank parchment in a jar.  

3. They also found some excavating tools.  

4. They believe it was looted in the 1950s.  

G.[Chart: Old Testament Manuscripts among the Dead Sea Scrolls]  

H.The Isaiah scroll was from 100 years before Christ and almost completely 
matched the Masoretic text  

III. The Books of the Old Testament  

A. The Canon of Scripture  

1. So how did deuterocanonical books end up in some versions of the Old 
Testament, even though they never belonged there?  

a) “Deutero” means second as in Deuteronomy  

b) Canonical refers to the canon.  

c) Septuagint included them but the Hebrew Bible did not.  

2. Apocrypha  

a) hidden  

b) as opposed to apocalypse  

3. Greek-speaking Jews in Alexandria made this translation.  

a) 200 to 50 BC  

b) LXX  

4. The Latin Bible included it.  

5. Augustine of Hippo also included it. 

6. Thus the Catholic and Orthodox churches include it.  

7. [Charts on Apocrypha] 
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B. How did the Jews determine which books?  

1. Or did they choose the books?  

2. Can we be sure that we have the Bible that God wants us to have?  

3. The Canon  

a) A reed that grows along the Nile.  

b) The Greeks cut these into lengths to use as measurements.  

4. Galatians 6.16  
 
16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon 
them, and upon the Israel of God.  
 
– Galatians 6.16  

5. How did the ancient Jews identify the books in the Old Testament canon?  

C. I would argue that the Jews merely recognized what God authenticated.  

1. Torah  

a) Sometimes, it was instantaneous.  

(1) God himself etched the Ten Commandments in stone  

(2) I gave you those passages last week.  

b) Other writings in this section were accepted because God spoke it to 
Moses.  

(1) Exodus 24.3–4, 7  
 
3 So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD 
and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one 
voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has said we will 
do.” 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. And he rose 
early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the moun-
tain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing 
of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD has said we will 
do, and be obedient.”  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– Exodus 24.3–4, 7  

(2) When Moses died, Five Books were thus recognized.  

2. The Prophets  

a) Deuteronomy 18.21–22  
 
21 “And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which 
the LORD has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name 
of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the 
thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it pre-
sumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 18.21–22 

b) Deuteronomy 13 shows another standard:  
 
1 “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and 
he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes 
to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other 
gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you 
shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 13.1–3  

3. The Jews recognized when God stopped speaking  

a) 1 Maccabees 4.46  
 
“And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient 
place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be 
done with them.” 
  

b) 1 Maccabees 9.27  
 
“So was there a great affliction in Israel, the like whereof was not 
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since the time that a prophet was not seen among them.”  

c) 1 Maccabees 14.41  
 
“Also that the Jews and priests were well pleased that Simon should 
be their governor and high priest for ever, until there should arise a 
faithful prophet;”  

d) It was not guess work nor the whims of men.  

4. Canon of the First Century  

a) Matthew 23.35  
 
35 “…that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son 
of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  
 
– Matthew 23.35  

(1) Abel – the first one killed in Genesis.  

(2) Zechariah – last one killed in the Hebrew Bible because Chroni-
cles is listed last:  
 
20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Je-
hoiada the priest, who stood above the people, and said to them, 
“Thus says God: ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of 
the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsak-
en the LORD, He also has forsaken you.’” 21 So they conspired 
against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him 
with stones in the court of the house of the LORD.  
 
– 2 Chronicles 24.20–21  

b) From one end of Hebrew Scripture to the other, Jesus was saying.  

c) Luke 24.44  
 
44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 
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written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms con-
cerning Me.”  
 
– Luke 24.44  

D. The Apocrypha is useful, but not Scripture  

1. Some thoughts  

a) New Testament writers never quoted the Apocrypha as Scripture.  

b) The Jews did not accept the Apocrypha as Scripture.  

2. The Lord worked with the apostles to reveal or to show what He accepted.  
 
20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.  
 
– Mark 16.20 

E. [Charts on original OT arrangement and my experience with Russian Bible] 

IV. God sees to it that we have what our bodies need.  

A. Would He fail to see to it that the needs of our souls are not met?  

B. He values the spirit/soul more than the body. 


