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A Fool for Christ  
Second Corinthians 11  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Prelude:  

I. What had Paul discussed in chapter 10?  

A. He dealt with his authority as an apostle of Christ.  

B. However, Paul did not boast in himself, but in the Lord.  

II. He will continue to speak on those things in this chapter.  

Persuasion:  

I. 11.1–4 • Godly Jealousy  
 
1 Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear 
with me. 2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I 
fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds 
may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes 
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a differ-
ent spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have 
not accepted—you may well put up with it!  

A. Paul would show them how they were bearing with him in a little folly.  

B. Then what folly did he show them?  

1. He showed them his godly jealousy for them.  

2. Was his jealousy about whether they were loyal to him or not?  

C. To whom did he betrothed them?  

1. He betrothed them to one husband, that is Christ.  

2. Therefore, he sought to present them as a chaste virgin to Christ.  

D. What did he fear?  

1. He feared that their minds would be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
in Christ.  
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2. It would happen the same way that the serpent deceived Eve, by crafti-
ness.  

E. What did Paul think could happen if someone came preaching a different Je-
sus of if they had a different spirit?  

1. He thought that they would put up with it.  

2. There is a time when we have to make a decision.  

a) See Galatians 1.6–9  

b) We can listen to people, but we have to be careful of what we accept.  

II. 11.5–6 • Trained in Knowledge  
 
5 For I consider that I am not at all inferior to the most eminent apostles. 6 
Even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge. But we have 
been thoroughly manifested among you in all things.  

A. Why did Paul need to establish that he was not inferior to the other apostles, 
especially the eminent ones?  

1. See also Galatians 2.1–10  

2. To discredit Paul’s apostleship, discredited the one who made him an 
apostle.  

B. Was Paul trained in speech?  

1. Do you think he was just being modest?  

2. When he and Barnabas traveled and when he traveled with others, such as 
Timothy and Silas, he was the main speaker.  

a) However, he did acknowledge that he was trained in knowledge.  

b) So I think he was not merely being modest, I think he knew that he was 
not a good speaker.  

3. However, it was good speaking abilities that converted but the knowledge 
the speaker conveyed.  

C. What did Paul mean that he and his team had been thoroughly manifested to 
the Corinthians in all things?  

1. They knew his speaking abilities.  
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2. They knew that he had knowledge.  

3. They knew how he lived.  

4. They knew that to him it was not about him, but about Christ.  

III. 11.7–11 • Motivated by Love  
 
7 Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I 
preached the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other churches, 
taking wages from them to minister to you. 9 And when I was present with 
you, and in need, I was a burden to no one, for what I lacked the brethren 
who came from Macedonia supplied. And in everything I kept myself from be-
ing burdensome to you, and so I will keep myself. 10 As the truth of Christ is 
in me, no one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of Achaia. 11 
Why? Because I do not love you? God knows!  

A. Here he even brought up the idea that he might have done something wrong 
by not obligating them to support him financially.  

1. If it had been about Paul, he would surely have demanded their finances.  

2. However, he may have detected something among those people and so he 
did not received wages from them, but from others.  

B. He never let himself be a burden to them.  

1. Did he love them?  

2. Notice that he knew that he did not have to answer his own question be-
cause he knew that they knew that he loved them.  

IV. 11.12–15 • False Apostles  
 
12 But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity 
from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the 
things of which they boast. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan 
himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great 
thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, 
whose end will be according to their works.  

A. Others had come among the Corinthians and tried to make themselves out as 
being equal with Paul and his team.  
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1. It was not that Paul thought he was a better man or that Timothy and Silas 
were, but the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit had appointed Paul, 
Timothy, and Silas as evangelists.  

2. These others had not been appointed.  

B. How then did Paul regard them?  

1. They were false apostles.  

2. They were deceitful workers.  

3. They transformed themselves into apostles of Christ.  

C. Is is surprising that people would do such things?  

1. No, because Satan also transforms himself into an angel of light.  

2. What is deception?  

a) To deceive, you have to appear as the genuine article, but  

b) further investigation shows it to be a lie.  

D. If Satan works to transform himself into something good, should we be sur-
prised if his workers also transform themselves into ministers of right-
eousness?  

1. Here is the thing, we have to make sure that we are not deceived, because  

2. these people will do a good job at making themselves appear as some-
thing that God wants us to be.  

V. 11.16–21 • Putting Up with Fools  
 
16 I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a 
fool, that I also may boast a little. 17 What I speak, I speak not according to 
the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. 18 Seeing 
that many boast according to the flesh, I also will boast. 19 For you put up 
with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! 20 For you put up with it if 
one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one 
exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face. 21 To our shame I say that we 
were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I 
am bold also.  

A. Paul, like any of us, did not want others to think of him as a fool, but if that 
was the only way that they would receive him, then he go along with it.  
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B. Did Paul deny inspiration or deny that he spoke by the Lord in verse 17?  

1. Fausset says:  
 
“By inspired guidance he excepts this ‘glorying’ from the inspired au-
thoritativeness which belongs to all else that he wrote: even this boast-
ing, though undesirable in itself (Luke xvii.10), was permitted by the 
Spirit, taking into account its aim—viz., to draw off the Corinthians from 
false teachers to the apostle. This passage gives no proof that any Scrip-
ture is uninspired. It merely guards against his boasting being made a jus-
tification of boasting in general, which (as in the case of the false apos-
tles) is not ordinarily ‘after the Lord‘—i.e., consistent with Christian hu-
mility” (page 365).  

2. Paul brought himself down to the level of the false teachers that he might 
show their foolishness.  

C. Notice his sarcasm in verse 19.  

D. To what extent would they put up with foolishness in others?  

1. So I think the idea is that he was telling them to accept him in foolishness.  

2. After all, he was the one who brought the gospel to them.  

E. In verse 21, Paul said that he was too weak, that is  

1. too weak to do the things to them that he stated in verse 20,  

2. that others were doing to them.  

a) However, in whatever foolishness others were bold,  

b) he in foolishness could also be bold.  

VI. 11.22–29 • Suffering for Christ  
 
22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed 
of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am 
more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more fre-
quently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes 
minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three 
times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in 
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness 
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and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness— 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my 
deep concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who 
is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?  

A. Here is where Paul did his boasting.  

1. If the trouble-makers wanted to boast of who they were or of what they 
had done,  

2. then Paul could match them and go beyond.  

B. Do you think Paul was bragging?  

1. He was not drawing attention to himself, but showed that he preached 
Christ, not himself, which is what the false apostles were doing, and the 
proof that it was not about him, was the persecution that he received.  

2. If Paul was in it merely for something personal or selfish, he would not 
have endured such suffering.  

C. Notice verse 28 in particular.  

1. What really got to the Paul was when someone stumbled.  

2. They knew that to be true and it showed his genuineness.  

VII.11.30–33 • Boast in Infirmities  
 
30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity. 31 The 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I 
am not lying. 32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guard-
ing the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 but I 
was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his 
hands.  

A. If he really had to boast, he would boast of what?  

1. He would boast of his infirmities.  

2. How or why would anyone boast of their infirmities?  

3. In the next chapter, he will show us why he would boast in his infirmities.  

B. Upon whom did Paul call to confirm that he was not lying?  
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1. Why did he mention God?  

2. Paul knew that what he wrote and what he said was in full view of God.  

a) Therefore, Paul would not dare lie.  

b) He would only speak the truth and have true motives.  

C. Then Paul mentioned his first persecution after converting to Christ.  

1. From the moment he started preaching Christ, he received persecution.  

2. False teachers who tell people what they want to hear, typically do not do 
this, but compromise to become more acceptable to people.  

a) There are exceptions.  

b) However, in those exceptions, those people truly believe they are 
preaching the truth.  

Exhortation:  

I. How much does the faithfulness of Christians matter to you?  

II. Can you say that you are trained in knowledge?  

A. If not, why not?  

B. What do you need to do to become better trained?  

III. Do you make yourself a burden to others?  

A. On the other hand, are you able to receive help when you truly need it?  

B. If it is more blessed to give than to receive, don’t we sometimes have to be 
the receivers so that others can experience that greater blessing?  

IV. Have you ever been led astray by a false teacher?  

V. Are you willing to suffer anything for Christ? 


