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From God to Man: The New Testament, Part 1  
How we got the Bible  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 17, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – John 16.12–15  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. What we have covered so far:  

A. What is meant by inspiration  

B. Writers of the Bible, in particular of the Old Testament  

C. The surfaces they used:  

1. Stone  

2. Coated Stone  

3. Clay  

4. Metals  

5. Waxed Wooden Tablet  

6. Papyrus  

7. Leather  

8. Parchment  

D. The languages of the Old Testament:  

1. Hebrew  

2. Aramaic  

E. The preservation of the Old Testament  

F. The Dead Sea Scrolls  

G.The Books of the Old Testament and the Apocrypha  

H.How Jesus and the apostles regarded the Old Testament  

II. Now, how were the writings  

A. about Jesus and the rest of the New Testament  

B. selected and preserved?  
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Persuasion:  

I. Was the New Testament Transcribed Like the “Telephone Game”?  

A. You know how this works.  

1. I had a school teacher in elementary school who had us to do this.  

2. We even did it the last day or the second to last day at Tel Beth Shemesh.  

3. This is what skeptics claim was done with the New Testament.  

B. Is oral tradition the only way information can be passed on?  

1. Also, most people, skeptics included,  

a) imagine the world was illiterate  

b) previous to the American 20th century.  

2. However,  

a) the past was not as illiterate as we imagine, nor  

b) is the present as literate as we think.  

C. Oral tradition is not the only form of communication, then and now.  

1. People can write things down and  

2. people did write things down.  

D. How do we know of anything that happened in the past?  

1. Someone wrote it down.  

2. Moreover, if you believed  

a) that you were transcribing the word of God, and  

b) that generations in the future would rely upon your transcribing,  

(1) how careful would you be in your writing?  

(2) Would you work to make it as legible as possible?  

(3) Would not the church find the best transcriptionists?  

c) Skeptics who criticize the transcribing reveal their own ignorance.  

II. Did the Content Change?  
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A. They are always making this claim, but  

1. where is the proof?  

2. Show me the original writings  

a) that we may compare it to  

b) the writings we have now.  

B. First Corinthians 15.1–2  
 
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you be-
lieved in vain.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 15.1–2  

1. A few years after he preached there,  

2. he reminded them of what he had taught, and  

a) they did not charge him with having changed it.  

b) Then he went on to remind them of the exact points of what he 
preached.  

C. First Corinthians 15.3–8  
 
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He 
was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over 
five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the 
present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, 
then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one 
born out of due time.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 15.3–8  

1. The Corinthian Church would have noticed changes.  

a) What he taught about Christ  
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b) they could have compared with the Old Testament.  

2. He repeated the same message everywhere.  

a) Galatians 1.6–9 shows someone is accursed for altering the message.  
 
6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called 
you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not anoth-
er; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him 
be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone 
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let 
him be accursed.  
 
– Galatians 1.6–9  

b) The Book of Acts shows the apostles preaching the same message.  

D. More than anything the writers had the Holy Spirit to guide them.  

1. John 16.12–15  
 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will 
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All 
things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of 
Mine and declare it to you.”  
 
– John 16.12–15  

2. Do you believe that the Father lied to His Son?  

3. Do you believe that the Son lied to the Spirit?  

4. Do you believe that the Spirit lied to the apostles?  

5. Do you believe that the apostles lied to us?  

a) If you believe that our current Books of the New Testament  

b) are not the same as the original documents,  
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(1) then you have to believe that someone lied.  

E. Sometimes writers reminded their readers of what they had already taught.  

1. First Corinthians 11.23–26  
 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 
24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this 
is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 
In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup 
is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.” 226 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 11.23–26  

2. First Corinthians 15.3–8  

3. Second Peter 1.12–15  
 
12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these 
things, though you know and are established in the present truth. 13 Yes, 
I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding 
you, 14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Je-
sus Christ showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you 
always have a reminder of these things after my decease.  
 
– 2 Peter 1.12–15  

4. We have no record of anyone contesting these passages?  

III. The Writing of the New Testament  

A. Dictated  

1. Romans 16.22  
 
22 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord.  
 
– Romans 16.22  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2. First Peter 5.12  
 
12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to 
you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in 
which you stand.  
 
– 1 Peter 5.12  

3. Jeremiah and Baruch  

4. Moses and Joshua  

B. Reed  

1. End cut off at an angle  

a) End split to allow the ink to flow.  

b) Dipped in water, soot, and sap  

C. Long letters had sheets of papyrus pasted together.  

D. Messengers carried to the churches:  

1. Romans 16.1–2  
 
1 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in 
Cenchrea, 2 that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of 
the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for 
indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.  
 
– Romans 16.1–2  

2. Ephesians 6.21–22  
 
21 But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, 
a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things 
known to you; 22 whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that 
you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts.  
 
– Ephesians 6.21–22  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3. Philippians 2.25–26  
 
25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, 
fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who 
ministered to my need; 26 since he was longing for you all, and was dis-
tressed because you had heard that he was sick.  
 
– Philippians 2.25–26  

4. Colossians 4.7–9  
 
7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the 
Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for 
this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort 
your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one 
of you. They will make known to you all things which are happening 
here.  
 
– Colossians 4.7–9  

E. The churches were then to share the messages.  

1. Colossians 4.16  
 
16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in 
the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from 
Laodicea.  
 
– Colossians 4.16  

IV. The Gospels and the Book of Acts  

A. The Gospels were written while the writers still lived because they wrote the 
Books bearing their names.  

B. Irenaeus of Lyon:  
 
“Matthew published his Gospel among the Hebrews in their own language 
while Peter and Paul were preaching and founding the church in Rome. Af-
ter their departure, Mark—the disciple and translator of Peter—passed 
down to us in writing those things that Peter preached. Luke—the attendant 
of Paul—recorded in a book the Gospel that Paul declared. Afterward, John
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—the disciple of the Lord, who leaned against the Lord’s side—published his 
Gospel while living at Ephesus in Asia.”  

1. Matthew was originally published in Hebrew or Aramaic.  

2. However, that copy has not survived, and we only have it in Greek.  

V. The Books Became Authoritative  

A. Second Thessalonians 2.15  
 
15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word or our epistle.  
 
– 2 Thessalonians 2.15  

B. Second Thessalonians 3.14  
 
14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person 
and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.  
 
– 2 Thessalonians 3.14  

C. Second Peter 3.14–16  
 
14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be 
found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and consider that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all 
his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard 
to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own de-
struction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.  
 
– 2 Peter 3.14–16 


