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Jehovah-Go’el: The Lord Redeems  
Isaiah 54.4–8  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 10, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Isaiah 59.1–2  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. The names, titles, or descriptions of God that I have covered so far:  

A. The Name of God: I AM  

B. Jehovah-Jireh: The Lord Will Provide  

C. Jehovah-Rapha: The Lord Heals You  

D. Jehovah-Nissi: The Lord Is My Banner  

E. Jehovah-Qadash: The Lord Who Sanctifies You  

F. Jehovah-Shalom: The Lord Is Peace  

G.Jehovah-Tsidkenu: The Lord Our Righteousness  

H.Jehovah-Rohi: The Lord My Shepherd  

I. Jehovah-Shamma: The Lord Is There  

J. El Elyon: God Most High  

K. Georgos: God the Gardener  

L. El Elohe Yisrael: God of Israel  

1. All of those, except one, have come from the Old Testament.  

2. Georgos: The Gardener is the only one from the New Testament thus far.  

a) Most names or titles of God appear in the Old Testament,  

b) whereas, the names and titles of Jesus appear in the New Testament.  

(1) Then again, all of these Old Testament names,  

(2) also apply to Jesus,  

(a) so that He is not only in the New Testament, but  

(b) He is in the Old Testament as well,  

i) that is why when you say, Jesus is Lord,  
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ii) you acknowledge that He is the Lord of the Old Testament.  

M.Therefore, if you want to get to know Jesus search in the Old Testament also.  

II. Here is the one I present to you today – Jehovah-Go’el: The Lord Redeems  

III. To understand the significance of the Lord as a Redeemer,  

A. consider two items from Israelite history.  

B. First, in Exodus 6, the Bible quotes the Lord  

1. on what He called His rescue of Israel out of Egypt:  
 
6 Therefore say to the children of Israel: “I am the LORD; I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great 
judgments.”  
 
– Exodus 6.6  

2. Their fathers started out in the Land of Canaan,  

a) which was the land that He wanted to give to the children of Israel.  

b) However, as you know, He had to move them temporarily to Egypt.  

(1) While there, the children of Israel blessed the Egyptians, but  

(2) in time the Egyptians made slaves out of Israel.  

3. Therefore, the Lord had to take actions  

a) to bring Israel out from under the burdens that Egypt laid upon them,  

b) to rescue Israel from their bondage, and  

c) to redeem Israel with His outstretched arm by means of the plagues.  

(1) What I get out of this is  

(2) that the Lord is for His people, and  

(a) He will do whatever it takes  

(b) to redeem them from their burdens.  

C. Leviticus 25 gives a similar picture, but  
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1. this time it does not picture the Lord’s actions.  

2. It pictures people doing what God does.  
 
47 “Now if a sojourner or stranger close to you becomes rich, and one of 
your brethren who dwells by him becomes poor, and sells himself to the 
stranger or sojourner close to you, or to a member of the stranger’s fami-
ly, 48 after he is sold he may be redeemed again. One of his brothers 
may redeem him; or his uncle or his uncle’s son may redeem him; or 
anyone who is near of kin to him in his family may redeem him; or if he 
is able he may redeem himself.”  
 
– Leviticus 25.47–49  

a) The picture here is of an Israelite selling himself and  

b) becoming someone’s bondservant.  

(1) Then a relative appears who can pay off the debt.  

(2) He pays off the debt and frees his relative from servitude.  

IV. This is the picture of the Lord as Redeemer.  

A. His people have a debt that they cannot pay off, but  

B. He has the resources and He pays the debt.  

1. His people have come under the burdens of the evil one, but  

2. the Lord has greater power and can take us back.  

Persuasion:  

I. Isaiah 47 identifies our Redeemer.  

A. Isaiah began by speaking of Babylon  

1. that it would no longer be tender and delicate.  

2. The Lord would humble them  

a) by making them meal grinders and  

b) exposing their nakedness.  

B. Then all of a sudden, the prophet declared:  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4 As for our Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is His name,  
  The Holy One of Israel.  
 
  – Isaiah 47.4  

1. Babylon’s gods failed to do anything for Babylon.  

2. On the other hand, great is the Lord of hosts because  

a) he redeemed Israel from Babylon, for  

b) He is the Holy One of Israel.  

II. Isaiah 49 highlights  

A. that it is not just the Lord buying back Israel, but  

B. that He takes action against those who oppress them:  
 
25b “For I will contend with him who contends with you,  
  And I will save your children.  
26 I will feed those who oppress you with their own flesh,  
  And they shall be drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine.  
  All flesh shall know  
  That I, the LORD, am your Savior,  
  And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.”  
 
  – Isaiah 49.25b–26  

1. Those among the secularists who seek to silence us,  

2. need to hear what our God will do for us, for  

a) we are the spiritual heirs of the children of Israel.  

III. Psalm 130 shows just how far the Lord redeems us:  
 
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD;  
 For with the LORD there is mercy,  
 And with Him is abundant redemption.  
8 And He shall redeem Israel  
 From all his iniquities.  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 – Psalm 130.7–8  

A. Will He refuse to redeem us if we have too many iniquities?  

B. Are there some sins  

1. that just too big for Him  

a) that He either cannot or  

b) will not redeem us from?  

2. The psalmist assured us that with the Lord there is abundant redemption.  

3. He can, therefore, redeem us from all our iniquities.  

Exhortation:  

I. We need to hear the message of Isaiah 41.  

A. He knows that we have done things that make us like worms.  

B. However, He reassured Israel us that He would help them, and  

C. He helps us in the same way:  
 
14 “Fear not, you worm Jacob,  
  You men of Israel!  
  I will help you,” says the LORD  
  And your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.  
 
  – Isaiah 41.14  

1. For example, think of those Jews who had cried out to Pilate  

2. that he deliver Jesus over to crucifixion.  

a) They hated the Lord.  

b) However, after they had killed Him,  

(1) people started changing.  

(2) The Roman centurion in charge of the crucifixion  

(a) confessed that Jesus was a righteous man,  
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(b) that He was the Son of God, and  

i) the Jews who had gathered to watch the crucifixion,  

ii) walked away beating their chests in self-abomination.  

D. Yet, the Lord prayed for their forgiveness and  

1. directed Peter to show them how to get His forgiveness.  

2. When they did those things, He redeemed them.  

II. Therefore, let us be like Job, in Job 19.  

A. He had lost everything.  

B. His friends supported him at first, but then  

1. they turned against him, yet,  

2. he knew that someone was for him:  
 
25 “For I know that my Redeemer lives,  
 And He shall stand at last on the earth;  
26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know,  
 That in my flesh I shall see God,  
27 Whom I shall see for myself,  
 And my eyes shall behold, and not another.  
 How my heart yearns within me!”  
 
 – Job 19.25–27  

C. Brother Hugo McCord said of Job:  
 
“He did not know that God would vindicate his character before he died; of 
vindication in this life he despaired and he wished to die and to be removed 
from his agony. But his faith was strong that he had a living Vindicator who 
would cause him to rise from the dust and with incorruptible eyes behold 
God standing by his side” (page 41).  

1. It finally happened and  

2. the Lord supported Job 100% and redeemed him.  

III. Isaiah 59 reveals a wealth of information about the Lord as Redeemer.  
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A. The chapter begins with a desperate situation.  

1. The Lord would not save His people.  

2. He would not hear their prayers.  

3. Then the prophet revealed the problem.  

a) First, he wanted to show what the problem was not.  

b) The problem was not the Lord:  
 
1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened,  
  That it cannot save;  
  Nor His ear heavy,  
  That it cannot hear.  
2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God;  
  And your sins have hidden His face from you,  
  So that He will not hear.  
 
  – Isaiah 59.1–2  

(a) The problem is man.  

(b) We sin and we drive ourselves away from our loving God.  

B. Then the prophet showed what it is like when we are away from God:  
 
9 Therefore justice is far from us,  
  Nor does righteousness overtake us;  
  We look for light, but there is darkness!  
  For brightness, but we walk in blackness!  
10 We grope for the wall like the blind,  
  And we grope as if we had no eyes;  
  We stumble at noonday as at twilight;  
  We are as dead men in desolate places.  
11 We all growl like bears,  
  And moan sadly like doves;  
  We look for justice, but there is none;  
  For salvation, but it is far from us.  
12 For our transgressions are multiplied before You,  
  And our sins testify against us;  
  For our transgressions are with us,  
  And as for our iniquities, we know them:  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13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD,  
  And departing from our God,  
  Speaking oppression and revolt,  
  Conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.  
14 Justice is turned back,  
  And righteousness stands afar off;  
  For truth is fallen in the street,  
  And equity cannot enter.  
15ab So truth fails,  
  And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.  
   
  – Isaiah 59.9–15ab  

1. Life is already a struggle  

2. without adding sin to it, but  

a) when we add sin to it  

b) the prophet showed that life becomes dark and depressing.  

C. However, praise the Lord, He does not leave us  

1. in the valley of the shadow of death.  

2. He knows our stumbling and our moaning.  

a) He knows how we growl with the frustrations of our sinful lives.  

b) He knows how we look for justice in our lives, but cannot find it.  

(1) He knows how bad we feel for our many sins.  

(2) He knows that we want to be delivered from those sins.  

3. Therefore, Isaiah declared:  
 
20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion,  
 And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,”  
 Says the LORD.  
 
 – Isaiah 59.20  

IV. Now, let me tell you about that Redeemer who came to Zion.  
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A. Paul wrote to Titus what we should be doing,  

1. that we should be looking forward to earth’s greatest yet, and  

2. it will involve the One who will save us from something:  
 
13 …looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own spe-
cial people, zealous for good works.  
 
– Titus 2.13–14  

B. Peter showed us in First Peter 1  

1. that Jesus Christ paid a dear price to redeem us from our sins.  

2. It is not that He paid our debt or bought us back,  

a) using silver, gold, or some other luxurious item of earth,  

b) no, the price was something far more valuable:  
 
18 …[remembering that we] were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tra-
dition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  
 
– 1 Peter 1.18–19  

(1) How precious is your blood to you?  

(2) Is there anything on this earth more valuable than your blood?  

(a) How much then did Christ value His blood?  

(b) Yet, He gave His blood  

i) to redeem us,  

ii) to pay our debt to God, and  

iii)to bring us back into fellowship with God, so that  

(1) He will save us and  
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(2) He will hear our prayers.  

C. Revelation 5 shows  

1. that this is such a monumental thing  

2. that heaven worships Jesus Christ the Lamb of God for what He did.  

a) John had seen God holding a scroll in His hand, but  

b) no one in heaven or on earth was worthy to open the scroll.  

(1) Then suddenly a Lamb,  

(2) that looked as though it had been slain,  

(a) appeared and He went to God, and  

(b) took the scroll, and something wonderful happened:  
 
8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures 
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying:  
 
 “You are worthy to take the scroll,  
 And to open its seals;  
 For You were slain,  
 And have redeemed us to God by Your blood  
 Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation…”  
 
 – Revelation 5.8–10  

V. If you have not yet taken advantage of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ,  

A. you are away from God.  

B. However, Jehovah-Go’el, The Lord Who Redeems, Jesus Christ,  

1. has done what was needed to prevent your descent into hell.  

2. Even as He redeemed Israel out of Egypt,  

a) He wants to redeem you from the devil and hell.  

b) Are you ready to do something about it? 


