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The Past vs The Present  
Lamentations 4  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 29, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Persuasion:  

I. 4.1–2 • From Gold to Clay  

A. What had the gold of the sanctuary become?  

B. What did the Babylonians do with the stones of the temple?  

C. How were the sons of Zion regarded?  

II. 4.3–4 • The Fate of the Children  

A. What did the jackals do?  

B. What was the daughter of Jeremiah’s people like?  

C. How were the children now being treated?  

III. 4.5 • From Riches to Rags  

A. What did they used to eat?  

B. What were they now in the streets?  

C. What did those who were brought in scarlet now embrace?  

IV. 4.6 • Sodom vs Jerusalem  

A. Why was the punishment of the daughter of Jeremiah’s people worse than the 
punishment of Sodom?  

B. Sodom did not have a chance for anyone to help her, but did Jerusalem?  

V. 4.7–8 • The Nazirites  

A. How could the Nazirites be both brighter than snow and more ruddy than 
rubies?  

1. These are symbolic.  

2. What then were they like?  

B. What happened to them?  

VI. 4.9–10 • Hunger  
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A. How could it ever be better to die by the sword?  

B. What awful thing did they do during the siege?  

VII.4.11 • Fury Fulfilled  

A. What did Jeremiah mean that the Lord had fulfilled His fury?  

B. How was His fury expressed?  

VIII.4.12 • The Nations View of Jerusalem in the Past  

A. What had the world previously believed about the ability of Jerusalem’s ene-
mies to enter her gates?  

B. Why did they believe Jerusalem’s enemies could not have entered her gates?  

IX. 4.13–15 • The Reasons the Enemies Could Enter the Gates  

A. What had Jerusalem become and why?  

B. What then did the enemy conclude about the Jews’ ability to stay in 
Jerusalem?  

X. 4.16 • The Lord Scattered Them  

A. They would not dwell in Jerusalem because the Lord scattered them.  

B. Why did the Lord no longer regard them?  

C. How were the priests and elders treated?  

XI. 4.17–19 • No Help  

A. What had the Jews kept watch for?  

B. Why could they not walk in the streets?  

C. If they could not walk in the streets, what had they concluded?  

D. Was the enemy slow or fast?  

E. How diligently did the enemy pursue the Jews?  

XII.4.20–22 • Hope Against Edom  

A. While the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem, Edom stood by gleefully and did 
whatever damage they could.  

B. Why did the Jews believe they would be okay living among the nations?  
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C. Why was Edom to be glad?  

1. Does it seem odd to you that Jeremiah would say that they should be glad 
for destruction coming their way?  

2. I believe that the prophet used sarcasm.  

D. What two items of good news did the prophet give in verse 22?  

Life Lessons:  

I. Use the past in your life to see why it was good and if it is not today, find out 
why.  

II. The Lord always does as He said that He would do.  

III. Sin eventually destroys.  

IV. Keep your eye on the Lord. 


