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Jerusalem’s Reproach  
Lamentations 5 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Persuasion:  

I. 5.1 • The Reproach of Jerusalem  

A. Although Jeremiah knew that the Lord does not forget, just looking at it from 
a human perspective, he did not want the Lord to forget.  

1. If the Lord forgot, then Jerusalem would remain a perpetual reproach.  

2. He wanted the Lord to see everything that had happened.  

3. Therefore, Jeremiah listed the many things they were experiencing.  

B. If the Lord remembered, the prophet knew that the Lord would do something 
about it.  

C. Starting at verse 2 through verse 18, the mournful poet listed some of their 
reproaches.  

II. 5.2–3 • Their Homes and Families  

A. Their inheritances, including their homes, foreigners had taken.  

1. Sometime walk or drive by your house and imagine that it has been taken 
away from you and now foreigners live in it.  

2. How would that affect you?  

B. We typically use the word orphan to refer to young children as being without 
their parents, especially their fathers.  

1. What is it like to lose your parents as a child?  

2. How then did Jeremiah use that to describe the Jews after the destruction 
of Jerusalem?  

C. He also mentioned that their mothers were like widows.  

1. Since typically men, especially back then, fought wars most of the men 
would have been gone from the fighting.  

III. 5.4–6 • Eating and Drinking  

A. What did Jeremiah picture in these verses?  
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B. They had become dependent upon other nations.  

IV. 5.7–10 • Bear the Iniquities of Others  

A. What did Jeremiah mean that he and the other survivors bore the iniquities of 
their fathers?  

1. Did they bear the guilt?  

2. Did they bear the consequences?  

B. In what ways did he say that the present generation bore the iniquity of their 
fathers?  

V. 5.11–14 • Treatment of the Survivors  

A. How did the enemy treat the women?  

B. How did the enemy treat the princes and the elders?  

C. What happened to the boys?  

D. What no longer happened?  

VI. 5.15–18 • Job Disappeared  

A. Imagine a scenario where all celebration has disappeared and everything and 
everyone is depressed.  

B. Nothing good was happening anymore.  

VII.5.19–22 • Restore Us, O Lord  

A. How did Jeremiah end?  

1. It was a prayer.  

2. He sounds desperate.  

B. What was the first thing that he acknowledged?  

1. Why did he confess the eternal nature of God and His throne.  

C. Contrast the Lord’s eternal nature with what seemed like God the Lord forget-
ting Jerusalem forever.  

D. What then was Jeremiah’s request?  

E. What did he feel in that last sentence?  
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Life Lessons:  

I. What troubles you?  

A. Tell the Lord about it.  

B. Philippians 4.6–7  

C. First Peter 5.6–7 


