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The Glory of God and Why We Sing  
Partly prompted by an article of the same title written by John Piper  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • January 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Ephesians 5.15–21  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs about Singing  

Prelude:  

I. When you come to know God  

A. after having learned of Him or about Him,  

B. finding out about His characteristics and  

1. just how wonderful He is,  

2. you may find it difficult to keep to yourself.  

II. When you sing in the worship assembly  

A. a song about God or to God,  

B. you will do so with all your heart, because  

1. you will be experiencing God,  

2. the greatest experience that a human being can have.  

III. Tonight, I would like for us to think about the glory of our God, and  

A. how that leads us to sing about Him.  

B. Do not hold back from releasing your thoughts and feelings about God.  

Persuasion:  

I. Who Is God?  

A. We begin with God, because  

1. all things begin with God.  

2. Truly, any biblical topic or passage will have God in it.  

a) Anything in the created world  

b) also begins with God because  

(1) He created everything and  

(2) by His will everything continues.  
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B. Exodus 3 shows  

1. that Moses wanted to know what he should tell Israel  

2. when he went to them and told them that God had sent him, and  

3. when they asked him the name of God.  

a) The answer that God gave says an awesome amount:  
 
13 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of 
Israel and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, 
and they say to me, What is His name? what shall I say to them?” 14 
And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you 
shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.” 15 More-
over God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 
The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name for-
ever, and this is My memorial to all generations.”  
 
– Exodus 3.13–15  

(1) What did God say or mean with those words?  

(2) Just who is our God?  

C. This surpasses anything that dominates our thinking today.  

1. What consumes the thinking of the average American?  

a) Right now politics certainly consumes many people.  

2. However, look at the ministry of the Lord Jesus.  

a) There were all kinds of politics going on during His sojourn on earth.  

b) Yet, what consumed Him?  

(1) Thoughts of God consumed Him.  

(2) He was amazed when other people did not see it that way:  
 
Luke 2.48 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His 
mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, 
Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” 49 And He said to 
them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be 
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about My Father’s business?” 50 But they did not understand the 
statement which He spoke to them.  
– Luke 2.48–50  
 
John 2.16 And He said to those who sold doves, “Take these 
things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchan-
dise!” 17 Then His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.”  
– John 2.16–17  
 
John 4.34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him 
who sent Me, and to finish His work.”  
– John 4.34  

3. Anyway, because God is I AM WHO I AM,  

a) thoughts of Him should also consume us.  

b) We are Christians because  

(1) we are like Christ, and  

(2) Christ thought of the Father endlessly.  

D. What it means that God is “I AM WHO I AM.”  

1. He has no beginning because He has always been.  

2. He has no ending because He shall always be.  

3. Everything else came into being because He willed it to be so.  

4. He is independent.  

5. He is constant.  

6. He is the standard of truth, goodness, and beauty.  

7. He does as He pleases.  

8. He supersedes everyone and everything.  

E. Therefore, everything else depends upon Him for its existence.  

F. All of creation combined is nothing compared to Him.  

II. What Is God’s Glory?  
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A. If you were talking with someone about God, and  

1. that person asked you what you meant by God’s glory,  

2. how would you answer that question?  

a) You would probably say that His glory is  

b) His greatness,  

c) His power,  

d) His awesomeness,  

e) His majesty,  

f) His magnificence, or  

g) His beauty.  

3. There is something else that should come into our minds.  

B. Remember what Isaiah said,  

1. when in Isaiah 6 he said  

a) that he saw the Lord on His throne and  

b) that he saw the seraphim standing above the temple:  
 
2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he cov-
ered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 
And one cried to another and said:  
 
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  
 The whole earth is full of His glory!”  
 
 – Isaiah 6.2–3  

2. The seraphim declared the holiness of Yahweh God, but then  

a) they declared that the earth is full of His glory.  

b) That is truly what God’s glory is,  

(1) His holiness shinning forth, and  

(2) we see that expressed in all that He does or has done.  
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(a) His holiness sets Him apart from all of His creation.  

(b) His holiness is what makes Him beautiful.  

(c) His holiness makes worthy of our worship.  

C. I cannot say it better than Revelation 4 and 5:  
 
Rev 4.11  
 “You are worthy, O Lord,  
To receive glory and honor and power;  
For You created all things,  
And by Your will they exist and were created.”  
 
Rev 5.9–10  
And they sang a new song, saying:  
“You are worthy to take the scroll,  
And to open its seals;  
For You were slain,  
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood  
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  
And have made us kings and priests to our God;  
And we shall reign on the earth.”  
 
Rev 5.12  
[They said] with a loud voice:  
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain  
To receive power and riches and wisdom,  
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”  
 
Rev 5.13 
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying:  
“Blessing and honor and glory and power  
Be to Him who sits on the throne,  
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”  

D. What about the Book of Psalms:  
 
Psa 18.3  
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised;  
So shall I be saved from my enemies.  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Psa 29.2  
Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name;  
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
 
Psa 66.4  
All the earth shall worship You  
And sing praises to You;  
They shall sing praises to Your name.  
 
Psa 5.7 
But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy;  
In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.  
 
Psa 22.27  
All the ends of the world  
Shall remember and turn to the LORD,  
And all the families of the nations  
Shall worship before You.  
 
Psa 22.29  
All the prosperous of the earth  
Shall eat and worship;  
All those who go down to the dust  
Shall bow before Him,  
Even he who cannot keep himself alive.  
 
Psa 29.2  
Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name;  
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
 
Psa 66.4  
All the earth shall worship You  
And sing praises to You;  
They shall sing praises to Your name.  
 
Psa 86.9  
All nations whom You have made  
Shall come and worship before You, O Lord,  
And shall glorify Your name.  
 
Psa 95.6  
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;  
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  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Psa 96.9  
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!  
Tremble before Him, all the earth.  
 
Psa 99.5  
Exalt the LORD our God,  
And worship at His footstool—  
He is holy.  
 
Psa 99.9  
Exalt the LORD our God,  
And worship at His holy hill;  
For the LORD our God is holy.  

E. When the psalmists or the creatures in heaven  

1. think of God and His glory,  

2. they have some kind of response, and  

a) singing can be one of those responses.  

b) The point is when you learn more of God you want to say something.  

III. Let Us Glorify God  

A. Let us show forth what and who He is.  

B. Singing is the perfect opportunity and avenue of worship  

1. to glorify the God of heaven.  

2. If we see, feel, and experience  

a) what all of those people in the Scriptures I just quoted  

b) saw, felt, and experienced,  

(1) we will do as they did,  

(2) sing of His praises with all that is in us.  

C. Think of what Paul told the Ephesians:  
 
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
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songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving 
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ…  
 
– Ephesians 5.18–20  

D. Or what he said to the Colossians:  
 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  
 
– Colossians 3.16  

IV. Singing to the Glory of God  

A. These two passages say:  

1. Be filled with the Spirit.  

2. Speak to one another.  

3. Make melody in your heart to the Lord.  

4. Give thanks always for all things.  

5. Let the word of God dwell in your richly as you sing.  

6. We sing to one another and to God.  

B. Don’t those seem like natural responses to what you know of God?  

1. This coming week make a greater effort to be consumed by God.  

2. Let thoughts of Him in all that you do dominate your thinking.  

a) Then see what it leads you to do.  

b) I predict that you are going to want to express it somehow.  

C. Hebrews 13 shows the perfect way:  
 
15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.  
 



The Glory of God and Why We Sing; Eph 5.15–21; 04419; Page   of  9 9

– Hebrews 13.15  

Exhortation:  

I. Singing, especially about God, does something to us.  

A. We can have head knowledge of God or about Him, but  

B. when we sing,  

1. we awaken our spirits and our hearts  

2. for Him and for one another.  

a) Otherwise, we are no better than the demons  

b) who believe that God is one, but  

(1) who do not love Him or  

(2) obey Him.  

II. I wanted to read to you part of Psalm 100.  

A. However, I did not know what to cut out.  

B. Therefore, listen to the whole Psalm,  

1. just five short but  

2. power-packed verses:  
 
1 Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  
2 Serve the LORD with gladness;  
 Come before His presence with singing.  
3 Know that the LORD, He is God;  
 It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;  
 We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  
4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,  
 And into His courts with praise.  
 Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.  
5 For the LORD is good;  
 His mercy is everlasting,  
 And His truth endures to all generations.  
 
 – Psalm 100.1–5 


