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Shall We Accept Adversity from God?  
Or do we only want good from God?  

Job 2.7–10  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 2, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Romans 5.12–14  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on God  

Prelude:  

I. The atheist argues that  

A. if there is a God, and  

B. if He is all powerful, and  

C. if He is all love,  

D. there would be no evil and suffering.  

II. They argue further,  

A. but evil and suffering exist.  

B. If He cannot stop it,  

C. He is not all powerful, and  

D. if He is not all powerful,  

E. He is not God or does not exist.  

III. Again they argue:  

A. Evil and suffering exist.  

1. If he can stop it, but does not stop it,  

2. he is not all loving.  

B. Therefore, He is not God or does not exist.  

IV. My question is: Why can’t we accept adversity from God?  

Persuasion:  

I. Job’s Wife  

A. Job and his wife enjoyed a super abundance of good.  

B. Then they suffered catastrophic adversity, losing everything, and  
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1. they lost it in what appeared as calculated attacks.  

2. The Sabeans from Arabia, raided Job’s 500 oxen and 500 female donkeys.  

a) The Sabeans took all the animals and  

b) killed all Job’s workers,  

(1) except for one,  

(2) who went to tell Job what had happened.  

3. While that servant reported to Job of the disaster,  

a) another servant came and reported  

b) that fire from heaven burned up Job’s 7,000 sheep, and  

(1) the fire consumed all Job’s workers,  

(2) except for the one reporting.  

4. While that second servant was reporting to Job of those losses,  

a) another servant came and brought bad news  

b) that the Chaldeans split into three groups, and  

(1) raided Job’s 3,000 camels, took them away, and  

(2) killed all the servants tending them,  

(a) except for the one making the report.  

5. Amazingly, while that third servant spoke,  

a) a fourth servant came with the most horrific news  

b) that Job and his wife could possibly hear.  

(1) Their seven sons and their three daughters  

(2) were all together at the oldest brother’s house, and  

(a) a powerful wind came across the wilderness,  

(b) struck the house, leveling it,  

i) killing all 10 of their children, and  

ii) only the reporting servant survived.  



Shall We Accept Adversity from God?; Job 2.7–10; 04424; Page   of  3 8

C. Having lost everything in what was obvious as calculated attacks,  

1. they no doubt wondered why these things had happened.  

2. It was obvious that something was wrong.  

a) Either they were suffering punishment or  

b) some unseen force had it in for them.  

D. Then Job suffered a total health breakdown just short of death.  

1. His wife escaped any bodily suffering.  

2. Therefore, to her, her husband was the problem.  

E. Satan was responsible for those waves of attacks.  

1. After Satan approached God a second time,  

2. asking for free reign to attack Job,  

a) God granted Satan permission,  

b) the Bible shows what happened next:  
 
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job 
with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 
And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself 
while he sat in the midst of the ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him, 
“Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But 
he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall 
we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept 
adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.  
 
– Job 2.7–10  

(1) I do not believe that his wife was an atheist, but  

(a) the typical atheist thinks as she did,  

(b) that God should only give us good and not adversity.  

(2) The atheist curses God  

(a) by denying His existence or  

(b) by criticizing everything the Bible says about Him.  
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F. Perhaps you have thought yourself that God should only give us good.  

1. You have tried your best to be the kind of person  

2. that you know God wants you to be.  

a) Then adversity invades your life.  

b) You question what is wrong.  

II. The Objection of the Atheist  

A. I have never heard an atheist complain about God’s blessings!  

B. However, you will find them complaining about adversity from God.  

1. Why does the atheist curse God or  

a) deny His existence when the atheist sees suffering, but  

b) does not honor God when he sees good?  

(1) If one is a reason to curse God  

(2) is not the other a reason to bless God?  

2. I propose that there is something wrong with the atheist’s thinking,  

a) not with God’s operation of the world or  

b) a weakness in His love or power.  

C. Why does the atheist think that God owes him nothing but good?  

1. Can’t they take the bitter with the sweet?  

2. Do they want life only with light and no darkness?  

D. The atheist, evidently, does not understand  

1. that love means enduring  

2. the hard times and events of life  

a) for the one you love.  

b) Would you not endure hard times  

(1) for a child or a friend?  

(2) Why can we not endure hard times for our God?  
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3. Think of the wife who says  

a) that she will only love her husband  

b) as long as he continues to give her the good life.  

4. Think of the husband who says  

a) that he will only love his wife  

b) as long as she retains her youthful appearance and body.  

E. I would say  

1. that wife does not love her husband and  

2. that husband does not love his wife.  

a) I would say further  

b) that such a wife or husband is self-centered.  

3. Otherwise, their love would endure anything that comes their way.  

a) They might have difficulties along the way, but  

b) their adversities make their love stronger.  

(1) One of the greatest relationships that we form on earth is marriage.  

(2) Is not marriage: “to have and to hold from this day forward, for bet-
ter for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health”?  

(a) Shall our relationship with our Creator be less than that?  

(b) Can I stay with Him  

i) for better for worse,  

ii) for richer for poorer, and  

iii)in sickness and in health?  

III. Who has caused the suffering of this world?  

A. God created a perfect world for the first humans,  

1. giving them few instructions:  

a) Populate the earth  
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b) Tend and keep the garden  

c) Do not eat from that tree over there  

2. What happened?  

a) Man ate from that tree over there.  

b) Man sinned, not God.  

3. And we have continued their legacy of sin.  

B. Paul summed it up in Romans 5:  
 
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
 
– Romans 5.12  

1. Therefore, we should all die.  

2. Yet, we are still here!  

a) That is because God is showing the world grace.  

b) The fact that we are not dead, but  

(1) still live in a sin-cursed, human-cursed world,  

(2) is evidence that God is showing us grace.  

C. This is not a reason to curse God, but  

1. to praise and  

2. to thank Him.  

a) However, Romans 1 shows that when man turns his back on God,  

b) he becomes ungrateful.  

(1) If he is ungrateful,  

(2) he will look for reasons not to be grateful.  

IV. Accepting Adversity from God  

A. Everything that happens on earth,  
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1. God allows.  

2. That does mean He approves of everything.  

a) In fact, if you read the Scriptures,  

b) you will see that He has strong condemnations for evil.  

B. Listen to what these passages affirm:  
 
Isaiah 45.7  
“I form the light and create darkness,  
I make peace and create calamity;  
I, the LORD, do all these things.”  
 
Jeremiah 32.42  
“For thus says the LORD: Just as I have brought all this great calamity on 
this people, so I will bring on them all the good that I have promised them.”  
 
Lamentations 3.38  
Is it not from the mouth of the Most High  
That woe and well-being proceed? 
 
Amos 3.6  
If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid?  
If there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it?  

C. Why can’t I use these as opportunities to show God  

1. that I believe in Him and  

2. that I love Him.  

a) Belief and love untested do not mean much.  

b) Belief and love that go through the fires of evil and suffering  

(1) mean a great deal to the recipient.  

(2) True belief and true love will endure anything.  

Exhortation:  

I. God does not like us going through suffering.  

A. Therefore, He has promised  
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B. that He will end the earth, and  

1. gather from the earth  

2. all those who believe in Him:  
 
6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him.  
 
– Hebrews 11.6  

a) If you believe,  

b) you shall be rewarded.  

C. If you do not believe,  

1. then the suffering on earth  

2. is just the beginning of eternal suffering.  

II. How do you answer Job’s question to his wife?  

A. Are you willing to go through anything that life throws at you,  

B. just as long as the God of heaven is with you the whole way?  

1. Christians more than we can count,  

2. have done that very thing, even now.  

a) Remember that the Lord Jesus has promised  

b) that He would be with us all the to the end. 


