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How Can We Reach Our Fellow Americans?  
America has changed  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 9, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Matthew 5.13–16  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on Evangelism  

Prelude:  

I. Currently, what is the social advantage for a non-Christian to become one?  

A. In some places, there might actually be a disadvantage,  

B. even in the United States of America.  

1. In many areas of modern life,  

2. our culture has turned against Christianity.  

a) To many of our family and friends, and others,  

b) it is not just that they find Christianity offensive, but  

(1) it is inconceivable to them, because  

(2) they do not see the reason for the morality of the Bible nor  

(a) do they believe that God exists and  

(b) they do not accept the Bible as the word of God.  

II. However, we should not despair, because  

A. the environment into which Christianity was born  

B. not only did not like the church, but  

1. actively persecuted it to the death  

2. in the land of Israel and throughout the Roman Empire.  

a) Our early brethren did not let that stop them.  

b) You know the result.  

(1) Jesus warned them and assured them just as He does us:  
 
33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.”  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– John 16.33  

(2) John understood the truth:  
 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he 
who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God?  
 
– 1 John 5.4–5  

III. What we have to do is retrain our thinking.  

A. We live in a nation that has been friendly to Christianity and the church, but  

B. we think this has to continue for the church to grow.  

1. Therefore, we stake much on political outcomes,  

2. forgetting that the power to convert people  

a) is the gospel message and  

b) Christians who live that message in their everyday lives.  

(1) Trying to impose our beliefs and ways of living  

(2) on the people through the political process  

(a) without those people being converted will not work, but  

(b) will even do harm.  

IV. The answer is not  

A. to withdraw from our society,  

B. nor to make the church a political party,  

C. nor to make the church look like the world.  

1. Why would the world want us if we withdraw from them?  

2. Why would the world want us if we just become another political party?  

3. Why would the world want us if we become just like them?  
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a) We are here to be distinctive,  

b) we are here to serve our neighbors, and  

c) we are here to show people the life that the God of heaven wants for 
them.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Gospel in Our Culture  

A. We want to explain the truth to our culture, but  

1. first we have to explain our culture in the light of the truth.  

2. They have to see the illness before they will accept the cure.  

B. I think many people in the world believe  

1. that there is something wrong in our culture, and  

2. they try to explain it, but  

a) they also miss the main problem, and  

b) I think many of them realize that but  

(1) they do not know what to do about it.  

(2) Solomon described it well:  
 
18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun,  
 That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.  
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness;  
 They do not know what makes them stumble.  
 
 – Proverbs 4.18–19  

(a) This is why the Lord left us on the earth after our conversions.  

(b) With the light we can see why the world stumbles.  

c) Remember what Jesus taught about our relationship with those outside:  
 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how 
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A 
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city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 
who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.13–16  

3. This involves showing the downfall of the world’s ways  

a) by living the truth of Scripture, and  

b) speaking words of wisdom.  

C. It is not just that we have an alternative, but  

1. we have something entirely new.  

2. We do not want to just present a way that is better, but  

a) we present a contrast.  

b) It is either the way of death or the way of life.  

(1) Decades ago, I read something in Colossians 3  

(2) that got my attention and it makes my point now:  
 
1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is 
our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.  
 
– Colossians 3.1–4  

(a) We are not just presenting a way of life,  

(b) we are presenting life itself.  

i) Jesus is the way,  

ii) not a better alternative.  

(c) The only alternative is death.  

II. Our Culture Does Not Acknowledge Basic Concepts  
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A. We have always been able to assume that Americans accept  

1. the existence of God,  

2. the Bible as the word of God,  

3. that absolute truth exists outside of man,  

4. Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of God, and  

5. the existence of heaven and hell.  

a) It is difficult to comprehend that people no longer accept such things.  

b) And wishing that it was like the old days will not help us.  

B. What we have to capture is the thinking of the first century church because  

1. they assumed nothing about their culture and  

2. they went about teaching the basics from the beginning.  

a) When they entered the synagogues,  

b) they could assume some things, but  

(1) our culture is not like Paul entering the synagogues, but  

(2) our culture is like Paul entering Athens.  

C. It is not about approaching strangers,  

1. although that happens, and  

2. is much of the work of evangelists, but  

a) you have people in your life  

b) who know you well.  

(1) It is being sure that they see the truth being lived out in your life:  
 
2 You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all 
men… 
 
– 2 Corinthians 3.2  
 
 
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the 
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time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that you may know how you ought to answer each one.  
 
– Colossians 4.5–6  

3. What they should see in us  

a) is a life that they perceive as very different than theirs.  

b) They will see that you have  

(1) a different value system,  

(2) a different meaning for life,  

(3) a different purpose in life,  

(4) a different reason for living, et al.  

c) The way you live backs up conversations later.  

(1) They will see that your life is not about things,  

(2) it is not about the world, but  

(a) that you have joy and contentment  

(b) regardless of what your life circumstances are.  

d) You will have an inward peace  

(1) that they do not have  

(2) although they have gone through the same things in life.  

(a) They will crave what you have.  

(b) The New Testament affirms these things:  
 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your 
conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which 
they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.  
 
– 1 Peter 2.11–12  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1 Wives [boss, neighbor, acquaintance, et al.], likewise, be 
submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the 
conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste con-
duct accompanied by fear. 3 Do not let your adornment be 
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting 
on fine apparel— 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the 
heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.  
 
– 1 Peter 3.1–4  
 
 
6 Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7 in all 
things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doc-
trine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, 8 sound 
speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an oppo-
nent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.  
 
– Titus 2.6–8  

D. What we want to do is make the gospel attractive to the people of the world.  

III. Something the Romans Had Never Seen Before  

A. The Romans persecuted Christians more than any other group in the Empire.  

1. Yet, in that environment,  

2. the church grew explosively and  

a) has now covered the world, but  

b) we may have forgotten what was so unique about the early church.  

B. What did the Romans see that eventually changed them?  

1. They saw a group that accepted all people.  

2. They saw a group who cared for all people, including the outcasts.  

3. They saw a group who did not retaliate, but offered forgiveness.  

4. They saw a group that practiced ethical and sexual purity.  
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5. They saw a group who went the second mile.  

a) We need to remember the Sermon on the Mount  

b) where Jesus taught most of these unique qualities.  

C. These five things will both  

1. offend our culture and  

2. attract people from our culture.  

a) Nevertheless, we live as our Lord taught and  

b) let Him give the increase.  

D. Also, the Romans had to see how their moral system was a failure,  

1. much like what we see going on today in America.  

2. My point is  

a) that we can lead good lives, and  

b) that we can teach all the beautiful truths of the faith, but  

(1) we also have to refute and rebuke worldliness.  

(2) Much of the world, even in America, do what they do because  

(a) they do not know any better.  

(b) They have not heard the truth.  

i) The way that we live and  

ii) the things that we believe,  

(1) they have never seen or heard before.  

(2) We so live  

(a) for them to hear and  

(b) to see things they never have before.  

3. When they are ready,  

a) you be ready to teach them, but  

b) with a gentle and patient spirit.  
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IV. There Is Hope  

A. A few churches here and there in America are growing numerically, but  

1. in non-Western nations,  

2. Christianity is expanding massively in growth,  

a) including places where it had been previously persecuted.  

b) They may one day send missionaries to America.  

B. Young people want to chose their religion.  

1. It used to be that you inherited your religion.  

2. Young people today in America want a religion that they have chosen.  

a) Do you have a problem with that?  

b) While I want my family to be everything that I am spiritually,  

(1) I do not want them to do it because  

(2) I did it.  

(a) I want them to make their own choice and  

(b) that way they will adhere to it zealously.  

C. Young people today tend to want to go to the big cities.  

1. My generation wanted to get away from big cities.  

2. In the big cities there is excitement, and  

a) if the young people going there  

b) catch on to the faith,  

(1) then big and exciting things will start from there,  

(2) simply because of the numbers of people involved.  

Exhortation:  

I. Revelation 12 shows how the Bible prophesies of our defeat of Satan,  

A. who is behind the current turn of our society against Christianity.  

B. The three things that the Bible says here  
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1. should also characterize us, for  

2. this is how we defeat the hater of our souls:  
 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.  
 
– Revelation 12.11  

II. That is what you did the day you were baptized into Christ and into His death. 


