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Understanding Questions about the Bible  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 23, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Luke 8.15  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Anything on the word of God  

I. “Are there levels of heaven (and hell) in eternity?” (Andrea Crisp)  

A. There are different rewards or different things that people will reap.  

1. The Scriptures speak of us reaping according to what we have sown.  
 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books 
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. 
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books.  
 
– Revelation 20.12  

2. The Scriptures also say that in the Judgment God will render to us accord-
ing to our works.  
 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 5.10  

3. So the question is:  

a) Are everyone’s works the same?  

b) No, for some are good and some are bad.  

(1) Some have more good and  

(2) some have more bad.  

(a) The Lord shall render to each of us according to our works,  

(b) meaning that He shall render even according to the amount of 
our works.  

B. Also, in the Book of Revelation shows 24 thrones around God’s throne.  

1. I believe these are the twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve apostles.  
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2. If that be the case,  

a) it shows those men having positions  

b) that no other human has.  

(1) Leading us to believe there are levels in heaven or  

(2) various rewards.  

C. James 3.1  
 
1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment.  
 
– James 3.1  

1. That would imply or at least I infer  

2. that means teachers who do what they are supposed to do  

a) will receive a greater or special blessing  

b) than those who do not teach.  

D. There are different levels of sin.  

1. Numbers 15.27–31  
 
27 “And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat 
in its first year as a sin offering. 28 So the priest shall make atonement for 
the person who sins unintentionally, when he sins unintentionally before 
the LORD, to make atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. 29 
You shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is 
native-born among the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells 
among them. 30 But the person who does anything presumptuously, 
whether he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the 
LORD, and he shall be cut off from among his people. 31 Because he has 
despised the word of the LORD, and has broken His commandment, that 
person shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall be upon him.”  
 
– Numbers 15.27–31  

2. Matthew 11.20–24  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20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works 
had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! 
Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, 
who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the 
mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tol-
erable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 
 
– Matthew 11.20–24  

3. Matthew 12.31–32  
 
31 “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, 
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either 
in this age or in the age to come.”  
 
– Matthew 12.31–32  

4. Matthew 23.23  
 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, with-
out leaving the others undone.”  
 
– Matthew 23.23  

5. John 19.11  
 
11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it 
had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to 
you has the greater sin.”  
 
– John 19.11  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E. Luke 12.47–48  
 
47 “And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself 
or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he who 
did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; 
and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”  
 
– Luke 12.47–48  

II. “How did Saul really die?” (Andrea Crisp)  

A. First Samuel 31.4–5  

B. Second Samuel 1.1–16  

C. Second Samuel 4.8–10  

III. Help for Understanding Alleged Contradictions [Based on “Ten Principles When 
Considering Alleged Bible Contradictions” by J. Warner Wallace]  

A. Have an Open Attitude  

1. Attitude is everything in everything.  

a) Are you genuinely trying to find the truth or  

b) just looking for a reason not to believe?  

2. This political election year is a good example.  

a) Watch people accuse the opposition, but  

b) excuse their candidate.  

B. Examine the Context  

1. Context is everything in everything.  

2. The biggest hindrance to discovering and knowing the context  

a) is the versification of the Bible, because  

b) it breaks up our thinking,  

(1) making us think that each verse is its own stand-alone truth.  

(2) Ignore those numbers when you read.  
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(a) Follow the punctuation rather than the verses numbers.  

(b) What I discovered in Hebrews 11.1  

C. Use the Bible to Understand the Bible  

1. It is rare that you have to run to a source outside the Bible.  

2. You might need a source that will tell you where else to read in the Bible, 
but that is still using the Bible to understand the Bible.  

a) What I mean is that you do not generally need another source like an 
ancient document or something,  

3. However, using your references can help greatly.  

a) But before you even do use those,  

b) just read the context.  

D. Do Not Confuse General Statements as Error  

1. Some people believe that Second Chronicles 4.2–3 is wrong:  
 
2 Then he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the 
other; it was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of 
thirty cubits measured its circumference. 3 And under it was the likeness 
of oxen encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the way around the Sea. 
The oxen were cast in two rows, when it was cast.  
 
– 2 Chronicles 4.2–3  

2. How do you come up with the circumference?  

a) The diameter was ten cubits and  

b) the writer said that it was 30 cubits in circumference,  

(1) which makes it sound like he multiplied by 3.  

(2) It sounds like he multiplied 3 by 10 and came up with 30.  

c) However, we know, and they knew,  

(1) that you get the circumference  

(2) by multiplying the diameter with Pi,  
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(a) which is 3.14,  

(b) although when we do that  

i) we are rounding off the number  

ii) just like Ezra did when he gave the circumference.  

(1) However, Pi is a never ending number.  

(2) Nor does it repeat, for example .333333  

iii)As 15 digits after the decimal it is 3.141592653589793 

(1) However, we generally round it off to 3.14.  

(2) Then that same critic says the Bible is wrong,  

(a) when the Bible is merely rounding off  

(b) just as the critic does.  

3. The circumference is 31.4 cubits. 


