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The Sixth 8 Reasons for Reading the Bible  
Follow a plan to take you through the Bible in a year  

Psalm 119.41–48 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 29, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2019  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Chris Meyer – Matthew 4.1–4  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on the word of God  

Prelude:  

I. A new year is about to dawn upon us.  

A. For most people that means a new year’s resolution.  

B. I hope that even if you have made a New Year’s Resolution,  

1. that you will also resolve to read the Bible daily in 2020.  

II. I believe the best thing that I can do for this congregation  

A. is to get you to read the Bible for yourself.  

B. It all starts from there.  

1. Your life starts from there.  

2. Anything else about your faith starts there.  

III. If you read the Scriptures daily,  

A. you will learn countless valuable lessons and  

B. gain knowledge and wisdom  

1. that will guide you in life.  

2. Whatever you are dealing with in life,  

a) the Lord through His word will guide you.  

b) Perhaps you think to yourself,  

(1) “But, Don, You have no idea what I am experiencing and I see no 
way that the Bible can help me.”  

(2) I have lived 62 years and preached for 39 years.  

(a) I can tell you that every situation that I have faced, and  

(b) that every situation that I have ever seen anyone experience,  
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i) they and I would do better,  

ii) if we knew what the Bible said and lived it.  

IV. Whatever you think is important in your faith or in life,  

A. perhaps to you it is praying, or  

B. you might say that loving God and loving your neighbor are number one.  

1. However, I am going to guess  

2. that you would make those points because  

a) you read it in the Bible.  

b) That is why I say it all begins with reading your Bible.  

V. If you have not heard my other sermons on reading the Bible in the past 5 
years,  

A. you probably wonder why I titled my sermon:  

B. “The Sixth 8 Reasons for Reading the Bible.”  

1. I am using Psalm 119,  

2. which is divided up according to the Hebrew alphabet.  

a) The first 8 verses begin with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  

b) The second eight verses with the second letter, and so on,  

(1) until you go through the whole alphabet.  

(2) There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet.  

(a) Twenty-two times eight equals 176,  

(b) which is the number of verses in Psalm 119.  

i) So now I am on the sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet,  

ii) which we cannot see in English, of course.  

(1) Today, I will give you verses 41–48.  

(2) So this is the sixth set of 8 reasons for reading the Bible.  

Persuasion:  
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I. Psalm 119.41 • Get Salvation  
 
41  Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD—  
  Your salvation according to Your word.  

A. The psalmist only wanted what the Lord had promised in His word.  

B. The psalmist knew  

1. that the Lord shows mercy,  

2. that the Lord saves.  

C. That would mean  

1. the psalmist understood his need for mercy in salvation.  

2. He meditated on the Scriptures, and  

a) he knew the Lord,  

(1) His nature,  

(2) what He is and what He is not, and  

b) he knew what the Lord thinks of evil and sin.  

(1) The psalmist’s meditation on the word  

(2) showed him that he was a sinner  

(a) in need of the Lord’s mercy  

(b) that he might be saved.  

D. Knowing all those things comes from knowing the Scriptures.  

1. Therefore, the psalmist requested of the Lord  

a) that His mercies would come to the psalmist,  

b) that the Lord’s salvation would happen according to His word.  

2. The psalmist’s commitment to the word,  

a) led to seeing his need for salvation, and  

b) led Him to the source of salvation.  
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E. However, do not restrict your thinking to salvation from sin and hell, but  

1. think of the Lord saving you from situations in life  

2. from which you cannot save yourself.  

II. Psalm 119.42 • Get Wisdom  
 
42  So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me,  
  For I trust in Your word.  

A. Let Scripture guide how you talk, and  

1. you will acquire the wisdom of God  

2. that you need for answering those who reproach you.  

B. When you read and meditate in God’s law,  

1. it teaches you how to reason.  

2. It teaches you how to deal with people.  

3. It teaches you how to think.  

C. However, note that the poet declared that he trusted in the Lord’s word.  

1. This is not merely an academic thing.  

2. This is where you have to trust Him  

a) that He speaks the truth and  

b) that His way is the way of truth.  

(1) Trust Him and watch what happens to your wisdom.  

(2) You will find that His word is the only word on life  

III. Psalm 119.43 • Get Hope  
 
43  And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth,  
  For I have hoped in Your ordinances.  

A. Joshua 1 shows the Lord telling Joshua something similar:  
 
8 “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
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meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all 
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success.”  
 
– Joshua 1.8  

B. Before the invention of the printing press,  

1. about the only way that you could read the Bible  

2. was to have the Bible read to you.  

a) Then you would memorize large portions of Scripture, and  

b) one of the best ways to memorize is to say it out loud.  

(1) You would also hear others reciting the word.  

(2) Stop this whole process and  

(a) you begin to lose your knowledge of the Scriptures.  

(b) Along with losing your knowledge of the Scriptures,  

i) you would lose hope, because  

ii) the word of truth shows you  

(1) that no matter how bad things can get,  

(2) the Lord can always bring you out of that situation.  

C. Think about how much of your life  

1. you have built upon the hope  

2. that the Scriptures impart.  

a) What happens to you when you take away that hope?  

b) That is why the psalmist did not want the Lord to take the word of truth 
utterly out of his mouth.  

IV. Psalm 119.44 • Get Commitment  
 
44  So shall I keep Your law continually,  
  Forever and ever.  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A. Here he continued his train of thought from the previous verse.  

B. Since the word of truth gives hope,  

1. the psalmist determined to keep the Lord’s law continually,  

2. even forever and ever.  

a) We cannot base our reading of the Scriptures  

b) on our feelings at the moment.  

C. Just like you eat through all the issues of your life,  

1. so if you start reading God’s law continually,  

2. you will find that you need it always.  

V. Psalm 119.45 • Get Liberty  
 
45  And I will walk at liberty,  
  For I seek Your precepts.  

A. To the world, seeking the Lord’s precepts restricts liberty, but  

B. when you understand the nature of man, and 

1. when you understand  

a) what frees the soul and  

b) what enslaves the soul,  

2. you see why the Lord’s precepts allow you to walk at liberty.  

a) Doing whatever you want leads to sin and  

b) sin enslaves the soul.  

(1) Doing what is right  

(2) frees the soul.  

C. Look at it this way:  

1. Walking at liberty is walking in a wide space.  

2. When you have been freed from sin,  
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a) you are free to walk a shame-free life.  

b) You walk in uprightness,  

(1) which is a common way that the Bible pictures it.  

(2) Rather than hanging your head in shame,  

(a) you can stand upright,  

(b) living a life that is free of shame.  

VI. Psalm 119.46 • Get Bold  
 
46  I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings,  
  And will not be ashamed.  

A. The testimonies of the Lord simultaneously make us humble and bold.  

B. When the poet here spoke of kings,  

1. he did not speak of figure heads, but  

2. of absolute dictators.  

a) Ancient kings had unquestioning authority and power.  

b) He was wise to listen to other leaders in his government, but  

(1) ultimately he did as he pleased, and  

(2) whomever he wanted to live, lived, and  

(3) whomever he wanted to die, died.  
 
18 “O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father 
a kingdom and majesty, glory and honor. 19 And because of the 
majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages 
trembled and feared before him. Whomever he wished, he exe-
cuted; whomever he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, 
he set up; and whomever he wished, he put down.”  
 
– Daniel 5.18–19  

C. Royalty also surrounded itself with  
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1. a certain sophistication  

2. that some things were not allowed in their presence.  
 
12 Then Amaziah said to Amos:  
 “Go, you seer!  
 Flee to the land of Judah.  
 There eat bread,  
 And there prophesy.  
13 But never again prophesy at Bethel,  
 For it is the king’s sanctuary,  
 And it is the royal residence.”  
 
 – Amos 7.12–13  
 
13 Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, say-
ing, “Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage 
the king. Please, let your word be like the word of one of them, and 
speak encouragement.”  
 
– 1 Kings 22.13  

D. However, when you know the Scriptures and  

1. keep the commandments of God,  

2. you are not ashamed of those things.  

a) You can speak them before the great, whether kings or others, and  

b) you will not be ashamed of what you say, because  

(1) you know the King of kings.  

VII.Psalm 119.47 • Find Delight  
 
47  And I will delight myself in Your commandments,  
  Which I love.  

A. The psalmist would not simply use the Lord’s testimonies to speak before 
kings, but  

B. the psalmist truly delighted in the Lord’s commandments.  
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1. He delighted  

a) in finding them,  

b) in meditating on them, and  

c) in doing them, because  

(1) that is what His commandments are about.  

(2) The psalmist found his delight in the Lord.  

(a) Therefore, he delighted to do whatever the Lord wanted.  

(b) When you delight in someone is that not how you act?  

VIII.Psalm 119.48 • Meditate  
 
48  My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments,  
  Which I love,  
  And I will meditate on Your statutes.  

A. He would lift his hands to the Lord’s commandments  

1. as if longing for them,  

2. as if lifting them up,  

a) showing the supreme place of the Lord’s commandments in his life.  

b) He celebrated the Lord’s commands.  

B. He would lift up his hands to the Lord’s commandments because  

1. he loved them.  

2. He loved God’s commandments because  

a) he loved God.  

b) When you love someone  

(1) you love to do what they want,  

(2) you cherish what they say.  

(a) Should that not be how we view God’s commandments?  

3. When you love someone  
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a) you hang upon every word they speak.  

b) You want to hear what they have to say.  

(1) So it was for the poet of Psalm 119.  

(2) He delighted in God’s word and  

(a) that meant that he meditated or thought upon God’s word.  

(b) It did not go in one ear and out the other.  

C. I know that sometimes we have to read fast or scan over a text, but  

1. be sure to plan times when  

2. you can read slowly and  

a) dwell upon what the Scripture says.  

b) If you can learn to do that,  

(1) I predict that you will be amazed by what you discover.  

(2) You will hunger for your daily time in the word.  

Exhortation:  

I. Please consider these eight reasons for reading the Bible daily:  

A. To Get Salvation  

B. To Get Wisdom  

C. To Get Hope  

D. To Get Committed  

E. To Have Liberty  

F. To Get Bold  

G.To Find Delight  

H.To Meditate  

1. How valuable are those things?  

2. Your eternal destiny hangs upon the value that you place upon them. 


