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The Christian and Authority  
What should be the Christian attitude toward authority?  

Romans 13.1  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 1, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Carl Peugh – Ecclesiastes 10.16–20  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. How should Christians view authority, or  

A. does it depend upon whether we agree or disagree with the authority, or  

B. does it depend upon whether we believe the authority is qualified or not?  

II. This matter is important because the salvation of our souls depends upon it.  

Persuasion:  

I. Romans 13.1–2 God and Authority  

A. Writing to Christians of the Roman government,  

1. which was far more corrupt and  

2. unworthy of respect than we imagine our government being:  
 
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance 
of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  
 
– Romans 13.1–2  

B. What soul is exempt from what the Holy Spirit says here?  

1. Paul said that every soul is to be subject to the governing authorities, but  

2. I am sure that someone will find a reason why he is exempt from this.  

a) Just remember  

b) you will have to answer to God for it.  

C. Why do we have to do this?  

1. First, because there is no authority except from God.  
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2. Second, the authorities that exist are appointed by God.  

D. What are the consequences for failing to do this?  

1. First, if you resist the authority, you resist the ordinance of God.  

2. Second, you will bring judgment on yourself.  

II. General Biblical Teaching on Our View of Authority  

A. In Acts 23, Paul’s enemies brought him before the Jewish Council and  

1. the high priest objected to what Paul said, and  

2. ordered a man to strike Paul.  

a) Paul rebuked the man who ordered the strike, but then  

b) changes his tune when he discovers who the man was:  
 
1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and 
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this 
day.” 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by 
him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me according 
to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the 
law?” 4 And those who stood by said, “Do you revile God’s high 
priest?” 5 Then Paul said, “I did not know, brethren, that he was the 
high priest; for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your 
people.’”  
 
– Acts 23.1–5  

c) Paul rebuked himself,  

(1) quoting the Law of Moses in Exodus 22.28,  

(2) showing that what God said through Moses still applies, and that  

(a) Christians must abide by that teaching,  

(b) otherwise, they are guilty of sin.  

d) Paul rebuked himself,  

(1) although he was correct in showing  
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(2) that the high priest contradicted the Law.  

B. First Samuel 18 reveals that twice King Saul cast a spear at David.  

1. In verse 17ff, Saul put together a plan to have the Philistines kill David.  

2. When that failed, Saul devised another plan.  

a) In First Samuel 19, Saul tried to spear David again.  

b) In verse 11, Saul sent Israelite men to kill David.  

c) First Samuel 22 shows that Saul killed priests who supported David.  

3. Yet, First Samuel 24 shows that as Saul and his army pursued David,  

a) the king went into a cave,  

b) where David just happened to be hiding:  
 
4 Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the 
LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, 
that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’” And David arose 
and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Now it happened af-
terward that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s 
robe. 6 And he said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do 
this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand 
against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 24.4–6  

(1) David’s heart troubled him because he cut the robe of the king,  

(2) a man anointed by God.  

4. First Samuel 26 shows Saul pursuing David yet again.  

a) When Saul and his men slept, this happened:  
 
7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and there Saul 
lay sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by 
his head. And Abner and the people lay all around him. 8 Then 
Abishai said to David, “God has delivered your enemy into your hand 
this day. Now therefore, please, let me strike him at once with the 
spear, right to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second 
time!” 9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can 
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stretch out his hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?” 
10 David said furthermore, “As the LORD lives, the LORD shall strike 
him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and per-
ish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the 
LORD’s anointed. But please, take now the spear and the jug of water 
that are by his head, and let us go.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 26.7–11  

5. These things show why David was a man after God’s own heart.  

a) It was not just that David disagreed with bad decisions Saul made, but  

b) Saul tried to kill David, yet,  

(1) David still treated him with respect, dignity, and honor, because  

(2) he understood who made Saul king.  

C. Have you seen Daniel before Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4?  

1. Who was Nebuchadnezzar?  

a) This man sent armies against Judah and Jerusalem, and  

b) devastated them more than anyone had before,  

(1) taking many of the Jews back with him to Babylon,  

(2) where they lived for 70 years.  

2. Yet, watch how Daniel treated this man.  

a) God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream that meant doom for the king, but  

b) listen to Daniel begin and end the interpretation.  

(1) Listen to how he spoke to this king  

(2) who had killed thousands of Daniel’s brethren,  

(a) destroyed his city, and  

(b) destroyed the holy temple of God built by Solomon:  
 
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was aston-
ished for a time, and his thoughts troubled him. So the king 
spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its 
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interpretation trouble you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, 
“My lord, may the dream concern those who hate you, and 
its interpretation concern your enemies!  
 
27 “Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; 
break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by 
showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthen-
ing of your prosperity.”  
 
– Daniel 4.19, 27  

(3) Has anyone here suffered from the hands of any authority,  

(a) whether the civil government, or  

(b) in the church, or anywhere else,  

i) as much as Daniel and his people had?  

ii) Surely then we can be like Daniel.  

3. He did rebuke the king for his sins, but  

a) Daniel showed no disrespect, and even wished  

(1) that the king would suffer no harm, but  

(2) that his enemies would suffer the harm instead.  

b) Daniel sought a lengthening of the king’s prosperity.  

III. Concerning Elders  

A. Notice two passages from the Book of Hebrews  

1. that point clearly to the shepherds of a congregation:  
 
7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of 
God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their con-
duct.  
 
– Hebrews 13.7  
 
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out 
for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy 
and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.  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– Hebrews 13.17  

2. The Holy Spirit made no exceptions.  

a) There are no exceptions if we disagree with them.  

b) There are no exceptions if we do not like them.  

c) There are no exceptions if we think they are unqualified.  

(1) Remember Paul toward the high priest.  

(2) Remember David towards King Saul.  

(3) Remember Daniel toward King Nebuchadnezzar.  

B. Yes, elders or shepherds of the flock have a duty to do,  

1. which Hebrews 13.17 acknowledges, but  

2. it also acknowledges that we have a part to play,  

a) no, a part that we must play,  

b) if we hope to be faithful Christians.  

C. First Thessalonians 5 teaches something  

1. that I rarely hear brethren mention when they talk about elders:  
 
12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, 
and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves.  
 
– 1 Thessalonians 5.12–13  

2. Is that passage from the Holy Spirit?  

a) If it is, we have to take heed to it,  

b) lest we jeopardize our eternal salvation.  

D. First Timothy 5 shows  

1. that the Holy Spirit anticipated  
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2. Christians having a critical spirit toward the shepherds of the flock:  
 
19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or 
three witnesses. 20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, 
that the rest also may fear.  
 
– 1 Timothy 5.19–20  

3. Paul knew that people would go to the preacher  

4. with complaints about elders, but  

a) the apostle showed how to deal with that situation.  

b) If two or three witnesses supported the accusation,  

(1) Timothy had to deal with the problem,  

(2) obviously checking to see if the accusations were true.  

c) Then Timothy had to rebuke the elder.  

(1) Paul said nothing about seeking his removal.  

(2) The Bible presents no plans for removing elders.  

(a) The Holy Spirit makes men elders.  

(b) The Holy Spirit can remove them.  

IV. Michael and Satan  

A. The letter of Jude shows the nature of some false teachers in the first century.  

B. Listen to what he says about them:  
 
8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak 
evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the dev-
il, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him 
a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”  
 
– Jude 8–9  

1. The devil tops the list for vileness.  

a) However, he is an authority and  
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b) possibly even had Michael’s position before falling.  

2. Because of the devil’s either former or present position,  

a) even Michael, the top angel,  

b) would not make a reviling accusation against the devil, but  

(1) left the rebuke in the hands of the Lord.  

Exhortation:  

I. As a preacher, I am doing what Paul told Titus to do as a preacher:  
 
1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for 
every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing 
all humility to all men.  
 
– Titus 3.1–2  

II. Respecting authority does not mean  

A. we agree with the authority, but  

B. it means we recognize God’s order of things.  

1. Sometimes God asks us to do things  

2. that we find difficult to do, and  

a) what He is doing in those cases  

b) is testing to see whether we will obey Him or not.  

(1) Exodus 16.4  
 
4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from 
heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain 
quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in 
My law or not.”  
 
– Exodus 16.4  

(2) Deuteronomy 8.2  
 
2 “And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all 
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the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and 
test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would 
keep His commandments or not.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.2  

III. God does the same thing with salvation.  

A. You will hear many things on how to be saved.  

1. If you listen to everything man says,  

2. you will get confused.  

B. So I just offer to you what the Bible says:  
 
16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not be-
lieve will be condemned.”  
– Mark 16.16  
 
38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
– Acts 2.38  

1. Some, like atheists, think this is too simple.  

2. Others, like most denominations, think that this is too much.  

a) God is testing you to see what you will about salvation.  

b) So, what will do you? 


