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The Bible, Rioting, and Looting  
Exodus 23.1–8  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Romans 12.1–2  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on peace and love  

Prelude:  

I. Concerning the death of George Floyd at the hands of police officers:  

A. I will not speak on that, because— 

1. and I know that many may disagree with me— 

2. we still have to get all the facts and have a trial  

3. before we can properly render a judgment.  

B. America’s rush to judgment will harm us later.  

II. Concerning peaceful protesting:  

A. that is not the point of my sermon and  

B. I think everyone agrees that there is nothing wrong with it,  

1. although, in my opinion,  

2. I do not believe that it accomplishes anything,  

a) which is why I never participate in any kind of marches,  

b) even when it is a cause with which I agree.  

III. Anyway, I merely want to show you some passages  

A. that come into my mind  

B. when rioting, looting, destruction, and violence flood our streets.  

Persuasion:  

I. Do Not Follow a Crowd to Do Evil  

A. Exodus 23 has a verse with which you may be familiar,  

1. verse 2, but  

B. I want to read the context and  

1. you will see how much it applies to America  
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2. during the last few days of May and the first week of June, 2020:  
 
1 “You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the 
wicked to be an unrighteous witness. 2 You shall not follow a crowd to 
do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to 
pervert justice. 3 You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dis-
pute. 4 If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall 
surely bring it back to him again. 5 If you see the donkey of one who 
hates you lying under its burden, and you would refrain from helping it, 
you shall surely help him with it. 6 You shall not pervert the judgment of 
your poor in his dispute. 7 Keep yourself far from a false matter; do not 
kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify the wicked. 8 And 
you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts the 
words of the righteous.”  
 
– Exodus 23.1–8  

C. This passage things, like another Ten Commandments:  

1. Do not circulate a false report.  

2. Do not bear false witness.  

3. Do not follow a crowd to do evil.  

4. Do not pervert justice.  

5. Do not favor the poor in a dispute just because he is poor.  

6. Do good things for your enemy.  

7. Do not pervert the poor in a dispute just because he is poor.  

8. Do not get involved in a false matter.  

9. Do not kill the innocent and righteous.  

10.Do not take a bribe.  

a) To some people that might seem like Do’s and Don’ts, but  

b) to me it just shows the relevance of the Scriptures  

(1) to all of life  

(2) at any time in history.  
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(a) This should also begin to tell you  

(b) that not knowing these things  

i) reveals the problem,  

ii) which I will address toward the end of my message.  

D. Right on the heels of Exodus 23,  

1. my mind leads me naturally or logically  

2. to what Jesus called the Second Greatest Commandment…  

II. Love Your Neighbor  

A. A man once asked Jesus of Nazareth  

1. “Which is the first commandment of all?”  
 
29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O 
Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And 
the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these.”  
 
– Mark 12.29–34  

2. Apparently some people read that as, “Loot they neighbor.”  

B. Romans 13 shows the power of love.  

1. People talk of love, but  

2. the groups on our streets destroying, killing, etc.,  

a) do not know love:  
 
8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any 
other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  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– Romans 13.8–10  

3. It shows the power of love by showing  

4. that when you love your neighbor,  

a) you will not commit adultery against him,  

b) you will not murder him,  

c) you will not steal from him,  

d) you will not bear false witness against him,  

e) you will not covet his things.  

(1) In short, you will not harm your neighbor.  

(2) Truly, Exodus 23 commanded that we look out for our neighbor,  

(a) even if the neighbor is an enemy.  

(b) Is that not what Jesus did?  

III. Do Not Rush to Judgment  

A. How frequently does this occur?  

1. Someone makes a video of an incident,  

2. does not turn it over to police, but  

a) to social media or a news station and  

b) it multiplies from there.  

(1) Often just part of a video is shown.  

(2) The whole context is rarely not given.  

(a) Everyone makes up their minds.  

(b) I have done it and  

i) I was wrong.  

ii) Let me show you why it is wrong.  

B. Proverbs 18.17 teaches something  
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1. that as parents we acknowledge, but  

2. for reason we do not practice it with adults, because  

a) we believe the first person we hear and  

b) we do not wait to hear the other side:  
 
17 The first one to plead his cause seems right,  
  Until his neighbor comes and examines him.  
 
  – Proverbs 18.17  

C. Perhaps this is what Nicodemus had in mind in John 7.  

1. We meet Nicodemus three times in the Gospel According to John.  

2. The second time we see him is in the Jewish Council.  

a) He heard his fellow council members conspiring against Jesus, but  

b) notice that he did not appeal to his earlier visit with Jesus in John 3.  

(1) He knew they would not have understood or accepted  

(2) the things that Jesus taught him in that conversation.  

(a) Instead he appealed to their law and  

(b) with logic asked a question  

i) that makes more sense than anything  

ii) I could have come up with:  
 
51 “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and 
knows what he is doing?”  
 
– John 7.51  

(1) Does that not make sense?  

(2) However, they did not get it.  

(a) Their response was:  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52 “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, 
for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”  
 
– John 7.52  

(b) They sought to find something wrong with him.  

(c) Then they told him to look up in the Scriptures and  

(d) he would find that no prophet has arisen out of 
Galilee.  

(e) By the way, Jonah was from Gath Hepher (2Ki 
14.25), which was in Galilee, and  

(f) Isaiah 9 prophesied of a prophet coming to 
Galilee.  

D. Would you please remember Proverbs 18.17 and John 7.51  

1. when you see and hear the news,  

2. see and hear things on social media, and  

3. see and hear things from your friends.  

IV. Proverbs 3.30  
 
30 Do not strive with a man without cause,  
 If he has done you no harm.  
 
 – Proverbs 3.30  

A. This says it all.  

B. All these businesses,  

1. all these people being killed,  

2. what have they done against the rioters and looters?  

a) How shall the destroyers stand at the Judgment?  

b) People think that they have gotten away with these crimes, but  

(1) God knows what they have done and  
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(2) they, just like the rest of us, shall have to give an account to God:  
 
5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will 
render to each one according to his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those 
who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, 
and immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 
9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of 
the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace 
to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.  
 
– Romans 2.5–11 

C. A little later, in Romans, Paul revealed the problem:  
 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;  
17 And the way of peace they have not known.”  
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  
 
  – Romans 3.15–18  

1. Why do verses 15–17 picture these people?  

2. Verse 18 answers, they have not been taught the fear of God.  

a) They have been taught that He does not exist.  

b) They have been taught that we evolved.  

c) They have been taught that Scripture is out of date.  

V. We Shall Reap as We Have Sown  

A. Those rioting, stealing, destroying  

1. should not be surprised  

2. when the same thing happens to them.  
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B. Galatians 6.7  
 
7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he 
will also reap.  
 
– Galatians 6.7  

Exhortation:  

I. The world does not and cannot know the problem:  
 
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness;  
 They do not know what makes them stumble.  
 
 – Proverbs 4.19  

II. Instead, the world perpetuates what brings on their exclusion from heaven:  
 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  21 envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.  
 
– Galatians 5.19–21  

III. What everyone needs to know:  

A. Romans 3.22–23  
 
22b For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God…  
 
– Romans 3.22–23  

B. Romans 1.16  
 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek.  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– Romans 1.16–17  

C. Galatians 3.28  
 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
 
– Galatians 3.28  

IV. What are you ready to do about it? 


