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Grace and Peace from Jesus Christ  
Are you prepared to see Jesus when He returns in the clouds?  

Revelation 1.4–8  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 3, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Persuasion:  

I. Revelation 1.4a • A Revelation to Seven Churches  
 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia…  
 
– Revelation 1.4  

A. John or rather Jesus identified the churches in verse 11.  

B. This direct reference to seven is the first of about 54 in Revelation!  

C. Seven is a number of completion and perfection.  

D. Therefore, refers to the complete church or all the churches as chapters 2 and 
3 will make plain for us.  

II. Revelation 1.4b–5a • Grace and Peace From the Godhead  
 
4 …Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 
kings of the earth…  
 
– Revelation 1.4b–5a  

A. We need favor from the Ruler of the universe during hard times.  

B. Grace and peace are from the Father.  

1. He who is. (literally “The Being”)  

a) Our God is right now.  

(1) He was not only then.  

(2) He is today.  

b) He was not only for ancient Israel and the first century church,  

(1) He is our God in modern America  
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(2) as the church faces the increasing popularity of secularism.  

2. He who was. (Literally “The Was”)  

a) He has always been.  

b) He is not the invention of modern western civilization, or of modern 
America, but in the beginning of the creation He was there.  

3. He who is to come. (Literally “The Coming”)  

a) A few blessed people in ancient times saw Him.  

b) We shall see Him.  

c) He shall reveal Himself to us.  

4. This is another way of saying the Name of God, Jehovah or Yahweh, 
which in turn is derived from Exodus 3.14, “I AM WHO I AM.”  

C. Grace and peace are from the seven Spirits who are before God’s throne.  

1. This is the Holy Spirit.  

2. There are interesting things said about the seven Spirits.  

a) Revelation 3.1  

b) Revelation 4.5  

c) Revelation 5.6  

3. See also Zechariah 3.9; 4.10  

4. See also Isaiah 11.2  

5. Remember the meaning of 7, especially in the Book of Revelation.  

D. Grace and peace from Jesus Christ.  

1. [The descriptions that follow are crucial to understanding the Book of 
Revelation].  

2. What three ways did John describe Jesus?  

a) Jesus is the faithful witness. (This is His role as Prophet)  

b) Jesus is the firstborn from the dead. (This is His role as Priest)  
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(1) Jesus was not the first one resurrected from the dead, so what does 
this expression mean?  

(a) He is the first one of His kind and many are to follow Him.  

(b) He was resurrected never to die again.  

c) Jesus is ruler over the kings of the earth. (This is His role as Potentate)  

(1) He ultimately runs all things.  

(2) Jesus is the King of kings, ruling over all the kings of the earth.  

III. Revelation 1.5b–6 • The Book of Revelation Is Dedicated to Jesus  
 
5b To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and 
has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 
– Revelation 1.5b–6  

A. Why did John dedicate Revelation to Jesus?  

B. To Jesus be glory forever and ever because He has made us kings.  

1. Here is something that you must catch, especially for later when we are in 
chapter 20: We are kings now.  

2. We are reigning with Jesus now, not in the future only.  

C. To Jesus be glory forever and ever because He has made us priests to His 
God and Father.  

D. To Jesus be glory and dominion forever and ever.  

1. What does “Amen” mean?  

2. Why did John say it here?  

IV. Revelation 1.7 • The Return of Jesus Christ  
 
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they 
who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
Even so, Amen.  
 
– Revelation 1.7  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A. Coming with clouds – Acts 1.9–11  

1. Clouds are in the presence of God, as on Mt. Sinai and in the temple.  

B. The reaction of earth:  

1. Every eye will see Him.  

2. Even those who pierced Him will see Him.  

3. All the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.  

4. Although they will all mourn, nevertheless, Amen, John declared.  

C. Looking back over the text:  

1. Verse 5 showed Christ’s past work, namely, His resurrection and His cru-
cifixion.  

2. Verse 6 showed Christ’s present work, namely, making us kings and 
priests.  

3. Verse 7 showed Christ’s future work, namely, when He comes with the 
clouds to take with Him those who are His.  

V. Revelation 1.8 • This Is the Almighty  
 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, 
“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  
 
– Revelation 1.8  

A. Who is the Lord? (Cf. Exo 5.2)  

1. He is the Alpha and the Omega  

2. He is the Beginning and the End  

a) Not that He has a beginning, for  

b) if He does, He also has an end.  

(1) He is the source and the reason  

(2) for the beginning and for the end.  

3. He who is and who was and who is to come  
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a) Remember verse 4 as it referenced the Father  

b) Here the same applies to the Son  

4. Jesus is the Almighty  

Exhortation:  

• Are you prepared to see Jesus when He returns in the clouds? 

1. Do you know what you must do?  

2. Do you want to be included with the people to whom this Book was written?  

• The Book of Revelation was written to the seven churches of Asia and to all 
who fit the description discovered in verse 5. 


