
The Church Makes Known God’s Wisdom; Eph 3.8–13; 04461; Page   of  1 5

The Church Makes Known God’s Wisdom  
Ephesians 3.8–13  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Prelude:  

I. The church in God’s scheme of things:  
 
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that 
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to 
make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 
of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus 
Christ; 10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
faith in Him. 13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations 
for you, which is your glory.  
 
– Ephesians 3.8–13  

II. Does that sound like the church is an afterthought?  

A. There is nothing more important on this earth than the church.  

B. Jesus told us to seek it above everything else – Matthew 6.33.  

C. During the pandemic I heard people saying  

1. that the church is not really that important.  

2. They said this in response to people who were saddened that the church 
could not meet.  

a) I did not hear any members of this congregation make this claim, nor  

b) members of the Churches of Christ anywhere, but  

(1) it was usually people from various denominations saying that.  

(2) What do you think after reading this passage?  

Persuasion:  

I. The Least of All Saints  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8a To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, , 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 
and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the be-
ginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Je-
sus Christ…  

A. Why was Paul the least of all the saints, at least in his mind?  

1. He had persecuted the church of God.  

a) And he believed that he was servicing God in doing so.  

b) John 16.2 refers to him and others who do likewise.  

2. Why would God give grace to the least of all the saints?  

a) See First Timothy 1.12–16.  

b) He thus became a powerful example  

(1) of the abundant mercy of God.  

(2) The people on Pentecost also serve as an example.  

3. In Ephesians, why did God give the least of all the saints grace?  

a) That he might preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.  

b) That he might make everyone see the fellowship of the mystery.  

B. The unsearchable riches of Christ:  

1. What are the riches of Christ?  

2. How abundant are those riches?  

C. The fellowship of the mystery:  

1. How do we have fellowship in the mystery?  

2. It had been hidden in God from the beginning of the ages  

a) God created all things through Jesus Christ.  

b) Why did Paul add this to the thought?  

(1) The religion of God is not a sideshow.  
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(2) It is the show.  

II. The Intent: That the Church Make Known the Manifold Wisdom of God  
 
10 …to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made 
known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
faith in Him.  

A. What is God’s intent?  

1. He wants His manifold wisdom made known.  

2. Why do you think He wants it made known?  

B. What does God use to make known His manifold wisdom?  

1. He uses the church.  

a) What does the church do to fulfill this mission?  

b) Remember Ephesians 2.10.  

(1) Also, just the nature of the church teaches this message.  

(2) Look at who is in the church.  

2. Even as Paul’s life served as an example, so does the church.  

C. To whom does the church make known the manifold wisdom of God?  

1. We make it known  

a) to the principalities and powers  

b) in the heavenly places.  

2. What is the manifold wisdom of God?  

3. Who are the principalities and powers in the heavenly places?  

4. How do we make God’s manifold wisdom known?  

D. None of this displaces the Scriptures or what God does behind the scenes.  

1. However, we are workers with God – First Corinthians 3.9.  

2. The Godhead has done and does do its part, but  
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a) if we do not make known His wisdom,  

b) it will not get known,  

(1) except in the few cases  

(2) where someone discovers the Scriptures on their own.  

E. According to verse 11, when did God purpose all of this?  

1. He purposed it from eternity.  

2. The church and its purpose is not Plan B as the Premillennialists indicate.  

F. Also, verse 11, where did God accomplish all these things?  

1. He accomplished these things in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

2. What does that mean exactly?  

G.So then, verse 12, what do we have in Christ Jesus our Lord?  

1. We have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Jesus.  

a) We have boldness for what?  

b) We have access to what?  

(1) See Hebrews 4.16.  

2. Is it necessary to have faith in Christ for this boldness and access?  

a) See Hebrews 11.6.  

b) Why is it that God wants us to have faith in Jesus?  

(1) It shows that we believe His message.  

(2) It shows that we trust Him to do as He has promised.  

III. Do Not Lost Heart  
 
13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which 
is your glory.  

A. What had Paul just told them about himself?  

1. He revealed why he was saved.  
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2. He revealed what his job was.  

a) Yet, he knew how they might react to his suffering.  

B. Paul suffered tribulations  

1. He knew how they would respond to his tribulations.  

2. He reminded them that his tribulations were for the glory of the Ephesians.  

C. Knowing of how much he suffered for them,  

1. might have made them feel bad and  

2. back off of Christianity to save Paul and his well-being.  

a) However, he would have none of that.  

b) Most preachers I know are willing to suffer for the body of Christ.  

Exhortation:  

I. Let the church be as important to you as it is to God. 


