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From Formation to Deformation to Information to 
Transformation  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Second Corinthians 3.18  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Whatever touches upon the biblical story  

I. God Formed Us  

A. In the beginning God created one man and one woman.  

1. He made the man from the dust of the earth and  

2. he made the woman from a rib of the man.  

B. He made the first man and the first woman in this manner because  

1. human life needed a miraculous beginning,  

2. otherwise, life never would have emerged on its own from the dust and  

a) a second form of life  

b) similar to the first, but different,  

(1) could not have happened from the other human.  

C. Now God forms each of us in a different way.  

1. Four thousand years ago a man named Job said to God:  
 
8 “Your hands have made me and fashioned me,  
 An intricate unity…”  
 
 – Job 10.8  

2. Three thousand years ago a man named David also said to God:  
 
13 For You formed my inward parts;  
 You covered me in my mother’s womb.  
14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  
 Marvelous are Your works,  
 And that my soul knows very well.  
15 My frame was not hidden from You,  
 When I was made in secret,  
 And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  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16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  
 And in Your book they all were written,  
 The days fashioned for me,  
 When as yet there were none of them.  
 
 – Psalm 139.13–16  

a) We marvel at the creation of a baby in a woman’s womb, but  

b) God knows how it happens:  
 
5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind,  
  Or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child,  
  So you do not know the works of God who makes everything.  
 
  – Ecclesiastes 11.5  

D. He knew that we were going to be  

1. even before our parents came to be, because  

2. he has always been, and  

a) as God he can see what is to be.  

b) Knowing that we were to be,  

(1) he provided us with a planet  

(2) full of everything that we would need.  

E. He wants us  

1. to have life and  

2. to have it abundantly,  

a) abundantly in length that we would live forever, and  

b) abundantly in the joy and the happiness for which he formed us.  

F. We are here because the God of heaven formed us.  

II. Sin Deforms Us  

A. However, the first man and the first woman  
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1. did something that we do and  

2. we do what they did:  

a) They disregarded the will of the Creator, as we do also.  

b) This is sin.  

(1) From the time of Adam  

(2) to each of us today,  

(a) we have sinned and  

(b) ruined what God planned for us.  
 
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, be-
cause all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, 
but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had 
not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of 
Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  
 
– Romans 5.12–14  

B. Sin deforms us.  

1. The Creator formed us to be holy.  

2. Sin ruins our holiness.  

a) Without the holiness of God  

b) we cannot have eternal life or eternal joy.  

C. Sin deforms us by keeping us from  

1. experiencing the fullness of what God has in mind for each of us.  

2. The Bible shows what that full experience is:  
 
23 …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…  
 
– Romans 3.23  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a) God formed us to experience eternal life and eternal joy, but  

b) most of all he formed us to share in his glory.  

(1) However, Paul in that passage explained  

(2) that sin keeps us back from the glory of God.  

D. Our sin not only cuts us off from  

1. experiencing eternal life and eternal joy and living in the glory of God, but  

2. sin puts us on a path far from God:  
 
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornica-
tion, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 
envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
 
– Galatians 5.19–21  
 
 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, 
and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the 
things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire.  
 
– Revelation 20.11–15  

E. Do you see how dreadful sin is?  

1. Remember sin deforms us.  

2. It ruins God’s plans that he has for us.  

III. The Bible Informs Us   
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A. Here is the thing:  

1. God who formed us,  

2. did not abandon us when we deformed ourselves.  

B. He has a plan to transform us.  

1. That plan he revealed in the Bible.  

2. The Bible informs us  

a) of our Maker, and  

b) of what we have done.  

C. However, we need to know  

1. that he formed us and  

2. that we have deformed ourselves.  

a) That deformation is not always obvious to us.  

b) Some people’s sins are obvious to them, but  

(1) with others that is not the case.  

(2) That does not mean our sin does not exist.  

(a) It is there.  

(b) It adversely affects us,  

i) although we may not realize it.  

ii) We may attribute it to something else.  

D. Having unknown sin in your life is like having high blood pressure.  

1. You can have hypertension without knowing it.  

2. I was like that in 1981.  

a) I went to the doctor for bronchitis, but  

b) the nurse, then the doctor, checked my pressure.  

(1) At age 22, it was 170/128.  

(2) They knew something was wrong, but I did not.  
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(a) I had a kidney disease that was elevating my pressure, but  

(b) high blood pressure damages the kidneys.  

i) That in turn makes your blood pressure go up!  

3. A woman from Washington who had her transplant the same time as me,  

a) suddenly collapsed at work because  

b) her kidneys failed.  

(1) They failed because she had high blood pressure.  

(2) She did not know that she had high blood pressure.  

(a) To her, her life was wonderful.  

(b) She and her husband traveled.  

(c) They had a nice place along one of the rivers in Washington.  

E. The Bible is like the doctor who says we have a serious problem,  

1. although we are unaware of any problems.  

2. When we start reading the Bible,  

a) it informs us of our condition.  

b) We have sin and listen to what sin does to us:  
 
1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened,  
  That it cannot save;  
  Nor His ear heavy,  
  That it cannot hear.  
2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God;  
  And your sins have hidden His face from you,  
  So that He will not hear.  
 
  – Isaiah 59.1–2  

(1) The Bible informs us that our sin has deformed us and  

(2) separated us from our God who formed us.  

F. However, we can rejoice because  
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1. this God who formed us,  

2. formed us because he loves us.  

a) Therefore, he informs us in the Bible  

b) that he can transform us back to what he created us to be.  

(1) That way we can live with him after this life is over.  

(2) If we reject that transformation,  

(a) he will discard us and  

(b) here is what that means, we have two options:  
 
7 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his 
God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idol-
aters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  
 
– Revelation 21.7–8  

G.Therefore, let the one who formed you transform you.  

IV. Jesus Transforms Us  

A. Our Creator has chosen to transform us by his blessed Son, Jesus Christ.  

B. Everyone has heard about Jesus,  

1. although many people only know him as a curse word.  

2. Jesus is real and  

a) he formed us.  

b) He was with God in the beginning and  

(1) he is God because he is the Son of God,  

(2) even as we are sons and daughters of man, and  

(a) that makes us man,  

(b) so he is the Son of God and that makes him God.  
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C. What then is he about?  

1. Why is he in the Bible?  

2. Truly, he is the message of the Bible.  

D. The Bible informs us of  

1. God who formed us, and  

a) why he formed us,  

b) what he expects of us, but  

2. the Bible also informs us that we have deformed ourselves,  

a) we changed ourselves from  

(1) what our Creator formed us to be  

(2) to what we want to be.  

b) That deformation harms us more than anything else does.  

3. Praise the Lord, the Bible also informs us  

a) that God has not left us to wallow in the mess we have made, but  

b) he shows us how we can go through a transformation.  

E. Jesus, the carpenter turned preacher/teacher,  

1. is the one who takes us through that transformation.  

2. We look into the Bible that informs us and  

a) we see Jesus, but  

b) we also see ourselves, as it is written:  
 
18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 3.18  

(1) That is what we need to get back to what God formed us to be.  

(2) That is what we need for eternal joy and happiness and  
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(a) to be able to live with God in his glory.  

(b) Here is the transformation we go through… 


