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Some Things America Needs to Know  
Some things America can learn from her economic crisis  

Deuteronomy 8  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 2, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Deuteronomy 8.18–20  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs that exalt God  

Prelude:  

I. The Israelites left Egypt partly because of religious persecution and  

A. headed for the Promised land.  

B. The journey for the Israelites toward becoming a nation was not easy, but  

1. if they followed the Lord,  

2. He promised  

a) to be with them and  

b) to bless them.  

II. Europeans left their continent partly because of religious persecution and  

A. headed for what they called the Promised Land.  

B. They struggled with starting a new nation, but  

1. they learned from the very passages of Scripture that the Lord gave Israel  

2. on what is acceptable for a nation and what is not acceptable.  

a) When they followed what He said was acceptable,  

b) He blessed them mightily and  

(1) here we are today with a nation that most Americans say  

(2) is a great nation.  

(a) We enjoy the fruits of their sacrifices and labors.  

(b) We have tough times, but even so,  

i) most of the world wants to be us.  

III. If Americans should read the Book of Ecclesiastes during good times,  

A. they should read the Book of Deuteronomy during hard times.  
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B. Chapter 8, which is my text for today.  

Persuasion:  

I. Deuteronomy 8.1–5 • America Needs to Know How She Lives  
 
1 “Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to 
observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of 
which the LORD swore to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember that the 
LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would 
keep His commandments or not. 3 So He humbled you, allowed you to 
hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; 
but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. 4 
Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty 
years. 5 You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so the 
LORD your God chastens you.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.1–5  

A. The opening sentence sets the tone for the rest of the chapter.  

1. Do what the Lords says.  

2. Then Israel could  

a) live and multiply, and  

b) possess the land that the Lord promised to their fathers.  

B. Israel had to remember the Lord, because He led them in the wilderness.  

1. During that time He humbled and tested Israel.  

2. Why did He do humble them?  

a) He wanted to know what was in their hearts,  

b) wanting to know whether they would keep His commandments.  

C. He also humbled them that they might learn something about themselves.  

1. They suffered hunger and ate manna from heaven that they might know  

a) man does not live by bread alone, but  
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b) by every word that the Lord speaks.  

D. The Lord balanced their suffering with blessings.  

1. He allowed them to hunger (not starve to death), yet  

a) their clothes did not wear out  

b) nor did their feet swell from all the walking.  

2. Those times showed the intent of their hearts.  

a) Would they obey Him when they did not have endless blessings?  

b) Satan said something, recorded in Job 1,  

(1) that was not true about Job, but  

(2) is true about many people.  
 
8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My ser-
vant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 9 So Satan an-
swered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 
Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, 
and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the 
work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 
11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and 
he will surely curse You to Your face!”  
 
– Job 1.8–11  

(3) Would Israel obey the Lord, although suffering hunger?  

(4) Would Israel obey the Lord, when the Lord rained food down?  

(a) Some people are faithful during one time and  

(b) not the other.  

E. Either way, Israel had to learn that man does not live by bread alone, but  

1. by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.  

a) What does the Lord have to do to us or allow to happen to us  

b) to teach us that America does not live by  
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c) bread alone?  

d) money alone?  

e) retirement funds alone?  

f) trees alone?  

2. What do we think is the most important thing in life?  

a) What do we believe we have to have and then life will be just right?  

b) Financial security? Health insurance? The Scriptures?  

F. Israel also needed to know  

1. that the Lord chastised them as a father does his son.  

2. Israel might have been tempted to think  

a) that the Lord allowed them to suffer because  

b) He did not care for them.  

3. Does a father love his son during chastisement?  

a) Yes, in fact, the father chastises his son because he loves him.  

b) Yahweh was the Father of Israel.  

(1) He showed that love when they needed correction.  

(2) As it happened to Israel, so it happens to all nations now.  

G. America, we need to know that we live by  

1. the bread the Lord gives for the body and  

2. the bread He gives for the soul.  

H. America, we need to know further  

1. that He will do what is necessary to get us to learn those things.  

2. If it means making us suffer nationally,  

a) He will do it, because  

b) He loves us.  
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II. Deuteronomy 8.6–10 • America Needs to Know How She Acquired Her Good 
Land  
 
6 “Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to 
walk in His ways and to fear Him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you 
into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow 
out of valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land in which you will eat 
bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones 
are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 When you have eaten 
and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which 
He has given you.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.6–10  

A. That sounds like Moses pictured our land too!  

B. For the reasons stated in verses 1–5,  

1. Israel had to keep the Lord’s commandments,  

2. walk in the His ways, and  

3. fear Him.  

a) The Lord had a purpose for everything He asked Israel to do,  

b) even if they could not see the reasons for it.  

(1) Would they do those things to show Him they loved Him, or  

(2) would they have to know everything?  

C. Then in verses 6–10,  

1. they had to obey Him because of a huge blessing.  

2. They would have  

a) plenty of pure water,  

b) plenty of a variety of foods, and  

c) plenty of metal.  

3. Would they remember who gave them all those things?  
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D. When they enjoyed those blessings, they were to bless the Lord.  

1. If they failed to bless Him,  

2. He could take those blessings away.  

a) Do nations experience the same reasons for blessings today and  

b) do they experience the loss of those blessings for failing to bless the 
Lord?  

(1) We want the Lord to bless us, but  

(2) He wants us to bless Him.  

(a) If we fail to bless Him,  

(b) why should He bless us?  

E. Israel had to know how she acquired her good land.  

1. Yahweh God gave Israel their land.  

2. Truly, this could be said of all nations and their lands.  

F. Therefore, every nation needs to know the truth of Psalm 24.  

1. The truth of the first verse is so powerful First Corinthians repeats it.  

2. Notice that the psalmist did not speak merely of the Land of Canaan:  
 
1 The earth is the LORD’s, and all its fullness,  
 The world and those who dwell therein.  
 
 – Psalm 24.1  

a) The Lord owns everything.  

b) Therefore, as Psalm 115 indicates,  

(1) He can give the earth or portions of it to man.  

(2) If that be the case, man should remember who gave the gift.  
 
16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD’s;  
  But the earth He has given to the children of men.  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  – Psalm 115.16  

G. We acquired our good land because the God of Israel gave it to us!  

III. Deuteronomy 8.11–17 • America Needs to Know God  
 
11 “Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His 
commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 
12 lest—when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses 
and dwell in them; 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and 
your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 
14 when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 who led 
you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents 
and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water 
for you out of the flinty rock; 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna, 
which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He 
might test you, to do you good in the end— 17 then you say in your heart, 
‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.11–17  

A. With all the blessings stated in verses 6–10,  

1. the Lord knew that Israel would be tempted to forget Him.  

2. He did not want to be forgotten.  

3. He loved them.  

a) Do you want the people whom you love to forget you?  

b) Do you want your children to forget you?  

B. Verse 11 revealed how Israel could forget the Lord.  

1. It was not only a matter of not having Him in mind,  

2. it was a matter of not keeping that which He commanded them.  

C. Verses 12–14 show what would happen when they had material blessings.  

1. They would have endless blessings in every area of life.  

2. Then those blessings of life would seem to be life itself.  
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a) They would see the gifts only,  

b) not remembering the One who gave the gifts.  

D. Verse 14 said they would lift up their hearts.  

1. They would begin to think highly of themselves.  

2. They would indeed think of themselves rather than God.  

E. They would forget  

1. who led them out of Egypt,  

2. who led them through the wilderness,  

a) who gave them water in a place of no water,  

b) even giving them water out of a rock,  

3. who gave them unusual bread in an unusual way,  

a) that He might humble them and  

b) that He might test them, because  

(1) in the end He wanted to do them good, but then  

(2) with uplifted hearts,  

(a) they would not only forget who gave them those blessings, but  

(b) they would think  

i) that by the power and might of their own hands  

ii) they had gained their wealth.  

(1) They would start to see themselves as gods or  

(2) turn to gods of their own making.  

F. Let us beware of those who seek to silence God in public life.  

1. They want you to forget who gave you all your good things.  

2. If we forget, what shall happen to us?  

a) What happened to Israel?  
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IV. Deuteronomy 8.18–20 • America Needs to Know the Source of the Power to 
Get Wealth  
 
18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you 
power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to 
your fathers, as it is this day. 19 Then it shall be, if you by any means forget 
the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship 
them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. 20 As the na-
tions which the LORD destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you 
would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.”  
 
– Deuteronomy 8.18–20  

A. They needed to know  

1. that the Lord God gave them the power to get wealth.  

2. He did it to establish His covenant that He swore to their fathers.  

B. Then Moses let them know that  

1. if in any way they forgot the Lord and  

2. followed other gods, serving and worshiping them,  

a) they would perish,  

b) even as the nations before them perished.  

(1) It would be Israel’s own fault for not obeying the Lord.  

(2) Why would He preserve Israel when He did not preserve the 
Canaanites?  

(a) Why would He preserve America, if she does the same things  

(b) as the Canaanites and the Israelites?  

Exhortation:  

I. Do you think of the Lord?  

A. He thinks of you whether you think of Him or not.  

B. He loves you.  

II. Therefore, He wants you to know  
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A. that you do not live by bread alone, but  

1. by everything He commands and teaches,  

B. that He gave you your good land,  

C. that you need to know Him, and  

D. that He gives you the power to get wealth.  

III. Do you know that Jesus is His Son? 


