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Love One Another   

God’s Will Is Food  

Baptism: From Heaven or From Men?  
By Lee Parish 

The Tuesday before his crucifixion Jesus made 
his way into the temple. He was approached by 
Jewish leaders who questioned his authority, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” (Matthew 21:23). 

It was a good question, though obviously not 
born out of sincerity. The need for authority in 
religious practice often is regrettably ignored, 
forgotten, or abused. 

Time and again, Jesus had demonstrated the 
authority by which he spoke and acted. Warning 
of the dangers of rejecting his words, Jesus said, 
“For I have not spoken on my own authority, but 
the Father who sent me has himself given me a 
commandment—what to say and what to speak. 
And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 
What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told 
me” (John 12:49, 50; see also Matthew 11:27; 
John 5:19). 

The hypocrisy of this otherwise pertinent 
question is exposed by a counter-question put to 
them by our Lord, “The baptism of John, from 
where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” (Matthew 21:25). 

The baptism of John (Matthew 3:1-11), was a 
“baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins” (Mark 1:4). John was a prophet sent by God 
(Matthew 11:9), a messenger sent to prepare the 
way for Jesus (Matthew 11:10). 

To reject John’s God-given message was to 
reject the Almighty himself. That is the power of 
Jesus’ question. With this query, he placed the 

Jewish leaders on the horns of a dilemma. They 
could either reject John and face the wrath of the 
people, or expose their hypocrisy by accepting 
John but rejecting the one John came to an-
nounce. That this dilemma was of their own mak-
ing was all the more miserable. 

The logic of Jesus is unassailable. A religious 
action must either come from heaven or not. No 
third option exists. If an action comes from heav-
en, it must be followed. If it comes from men, it 
must be rejected. 

Consider the implications of this certainty. The 
means and process of salvation is disputed. Is this 
action from God? The avenues of worship are in 
contention. Is this action from God? On and on 
we could go. This fundamental question must 
permeate every aspect of one’s life. 

May I suggest a few additional lessons from 
this account. 
1. Be honest. Honest seekers will find God’s wel-
come. Dishonest seekers will only find frustra-
tion. 
2. Be diligent. We all should receive the word 
with all eagerness, and examine the Scriptures to 
make sure what we are told comes from heaven 
(see Acts 17:11). 
3. Be humble. If we are confronted with the truth 
that something we are doing is not from God, we 
must have the courage and humility to accept it 
and change. 

Would that we all asked daily, “Is this from 
heaven or from men?”
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SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 
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Romans 5:10 

Submitted by Michael Casey 
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 Please keep Erhard Msanda’s wife, Enna in 
your prayers in view of blood issues she has been 
having. Enna is one of the school teachers at the 
Chimala Mission, her husband is the Head Master 
at the Herring Christian Secondary School.  

 Erhard said Enna had been suffering from low 
blood count for years, but now the doctors fear 
she is having bone marrow failure. Initially they 
took her to a regional Roman Catholic hospital 
that provides more advanced services than 
Chimala is able to offer. However, the doctor 
there referred her to Muhimbili National Hospital 
in Dar es Salaam to see a hematologist for further 
treatments. At the time of this writing, Enna was 
still in Dar and was undergoing a fresh set of tests. 
Their results also confirmed problems with her 
bone marrow. Additional test results will be 
known the 6th of November.   
  To add more to this situation, one of his 
daughters—Gloria,  has been having problems 
with eye irritation, pain, tears and headaches. And 
if that weren’t enough, while Erhard was at the 
hospital in Dar with Enna, someone stole his 
phone. Fortunately with the help of security 
cameras, they caught the lady who stole it. When 
accosted, she would not say where it was, but her 
husband said he would pay for it.  Please pray for 
Enna, Gloria, and all of Erhard’s family. 

L e a r n  m o r e  o n l i n e  @  w w w .c h i m a l a m is s i o n .c o m  

Help Chimala Mission use our financial support more wisely! 

 The more time I spend communicating with the Chimala Mission staff, the 
more I understand their needs. In some of the past issues of the Challenge of 
Africa, we have posted various large mission needs such as those of the hospi-
tal (CMH). Here are some less expensive yet specific areas where you can be a 
great help to the Chimala Mission not only with the hospital but also in other 
areas as well. 
 
1. One of those needs is an iPad to be used with a particular portable 

“Butterfly” ultrasound recommended by an Christian radiologist.  Here is a 
list of compatible devices ($450 average price new): 

 iPad Pro (12.9-inch) (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th gen) 
 iPad Pro (10.5-inch) 
 iPad Pro (9.7-inch) 
 iPad (6th, and 7th gen) 
 iPad Air 3rd gen 
 iPad mini 5th gen  
 iPad Pro (11-inch) (1st and 2nd gen) 

2. A second item needed at CMH are fetal Doppler 
monitors. They range in price, but for $1,000 we 
would be able to buy one or possibly two medical 
quality monitors. With over 3,000 babies born each 
year, these monitors would  better equip the hospital 
to save many newborns and their mothers. 

3. A third need is a request from churches  near 
Chimala for roofs: one congregation is at Ikonya 
and the other congregation is at Msia. Each of 
these are newly established churches which have 
built the main structure of the church building, but 
need help with the roofs.  The cost for each roof is $800. This price in-
cludes the tin sheets, lumber, and hardware.  

4. I don’t normally ask for anything personally, but Mary 
and I have already purchased visas and airline ckets 
for our January 20th next year trip to Tanzania. We 
plan to stay for several weeks helping Nathan, Kristi, 
Eden and Emmy get moved and settled-in their new 
mission home at Chimala. Our visas were $100 each; and our international 
airline tickets were $1,112.53 each. Any help would be most appreciated. 

 These are only a few of recent needs I am aware of which someone read-
ing this can hopefully help with. If you would like to learn of other specific 
needs, please contact me using the information on the front page. Thank you! 

Set up a custom donation sent 
automatically to Chimala Mission 

each month through PayPal 

www.chimalamission.com/donate 
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Get your newsle er in your email!  SIGN UP TODAY @ www.chimalamission.com 

   
 
 

[Testing HIV positive, the mother of the recently delivered infant pictured to 
the right has been unconscious for over a week unable to feed her child. 
Health Secretary, Shadrack Obely says the nursing staff has been bottle-
feeding the baby while tirelessly trying to revive and save the mother. These 
are the normal day-to-day scenes at our mission hospital located in the bush 
country of Tanzania. It is our hope that Shadrack’s following report will give 
you a glimpse of the good works both physically and spiritually that take place 
daily at the Chimala Mission Hospital. One can’t help but admire their 
struggles to save both body and soul as well as develop a greater appreciation 
for the blessings we take for granted every day here in the USA. Howell] 
 
 God has helped us, and we con nue serving him through 
his people. We meet hundreds and thousands of people who 
need our love and compassion and who need to hear the 
Gospel of Christ. At Chimala Mission Hospital the care of the 
sick is a daily rou ne of all the workers, nurses, doctors etc. 
We a end morning worship and later on the hospital 
preacher con nues with prayers in wards and different 
departments. 
 
 The hospital gives the priority to the spiritual aspects and 
teaches the love, compassion and commandment of God. We 
do explain to our pa ents the meaning of suffering and 
illness in Chris an perspec ves in a simple manner based on  
 

the suffering of Christ and righteous people like Job who suffered but surrendered his life to God. (Job 19:25) This 
gives hope to those who are suffering from terminal disease or those who lost hope in their life. We have more 
than 3544 HIV AIDS clients taking medicine at our hospital, and also we have 1904 pregnant women with HIV 
and more than 4220 diagnosed with TB. 
 
 All these people need our services, medical care and more, they need to hear and obey the truth of God 
before death comes. We are the only opportunity they have. We are facing big and tremendous responsibility for 
these people. This can be done through several ways. We put medical ac vi es at centers of needs of people, 
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You can give a gift of any size to Chimala Mission to 
honor someone special or in memory of a loved one 
who passed from this life. Your gift will help the poor 

and help continue the preaching of the gospel to many 
that have never heard the truth. 

(This form is provided for your convenience) 
I would like to make a gift in the amount of: $_______ 
In memory of ________________________________ 
In honor of __________________________________ 

Please send a copy of gift acknowledgment to:    
Name  _____________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________ 
City/State ________________________ Zip _______ 

Please make checks payable to: Chimala Mission 

DALRAIDA CHURCH OF CHRIST 
CHIMALA MISSION 
3740 ATLANTA HIGHWAY 
MONTGOMERY, AL  36109  
(334) 272-2561 
chimalamision@gmail.com   
 
Stateside Coordinator:  
HOWELL FERGUSON  
howellferguson@gmail.com  
(731) 267-4935 
www.chimalamission.com  
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 456 

Montgomery, AL 

√ Designate My Gift Toward Amount 
  Evangelism   
  Radio Program   

  CSOP Student Support   

  Bibles   

  Farm Program   

  Hospital   

  Chimala Mission Primary School   

  Herring Christian Secondary School    

  Missionary Support—Howell Ferguson   

  Missionary Support—Nathan Ferguson   
  Preachers’ Kids School Fees   

  Estate   

  Where Needed   

  Future Shipping Container   

GO DIGITAL…Help Chimala Mission Save Money!  
Subscribe online to  our newsletter and you will 
save Chimala Mission postage and printing costs! 
That money can be used for other things in 
Tanzania and help more people.  

Please subscribe online at www.chimalamission.com/get-updates and let 
us know if we can remove your name from our snail-mail list. 

then we show and open doors for them to hear God’s news 
through our people. We welcome expert doctors, America 
doctors who can volunteer on this by joining with our local 
Tanzanian doctors and do several clinics in local villages and at 
the hospital. We have burden of disease within our country and 
local people. We want to do more clinics on screening 
malnutri on, high blood pressure, diabetes, HIV AIDS, Goiter, 
(thyroidectomy) hepa s B and many more. It’s a benevolent 
work, our prayer always that God help us and raise up more 
medical doctors, nurses, preachers to help with this job. We 
face many challenges, but we thank God some have got 
solu ons as our missionary coordinator Howell Ferguson 
con nues to struggle ge ng fund for these challenges at the 
hospital. 
 
 In recent months there is increase a endance of pa ents in 
the dental department. This is due to availability of dental 
doctor and required materials for dental. Major challenges on 
this department is lack of 
modern dental chair, and 
other modern dental 
materials. 
 
 The other challenge we 
face is absence of eye 
department. It is our 
inten on to open eye 
department in future. 
There are many people 
who come to seek this 
service but failed to get it. 
Again we welcome any 
exper se or help in order to 
make these departments 
produc ve.    
 
Shadrach Obely 
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Back to the Bible for the 
Basics 

Weekly devotionals for the family or private 
devotions. 

Week 4 - Salvation

John 5:24; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9-10;  

2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:8-10 

False religions propose many paths to 
eternal life. But what does God's Word 
say is the only way to salvation? What is 
not a factor in our salvation? What are 
the repercussions of not receiving Christ 
as our Savior?

Youth Christmas Party!  

5th-12th graders are invited to Casa Crisp on 
Fri, Dec 4th at 5:30 pm. More details to 
come! Please mark your calendars! And 
parents of youth... please give Andrea 1 baby 
photo (under 1 year old) of each of your kids 
who will attend the party, prior to Dec 4th. 
Photos will be returned.

My favorite foods are mashed potatoes and 
gravy, corn and ham. 

My favorite soda is Fanta. 

My favorite subjects in school are Talking 
and Writing. 

I want to be a YouTuber or a Taste Tester 
when I grow up.

Who�Am�I???
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah 
Noveske. If you would like to have your announcement run in our bul-
letin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or 
email it to Rebekah Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a 
CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

November Activities: 
22nd: LTC Meeting 

25th: Singing 

29th: Annal Contribution for 
Don Iverson 

29th: Potluck 

December Activities: 
4th: Youth Christmas Party 

27th: Potluck 

30th: Singing

Please continue to pray for Phil and Shirley Frisby. Phil was 
moved to Laurel Hill on Monday and Shirley is at home. Phil is 
not able to have visitors but he can have phone calls.

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil Friesen as he cares for Diana 

Glenda Brazil as she cares for 
Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for each 
other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Shirley Frisby

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
November 

Greeter Card Collectors
Meet with elders 

& preacher

Weekly Average 4,410 ..................

Last Week November 8,  2,339 .....

Total After 44 Weeks 194,047 .......

  

Duncan Nora McNeil
Billy Henshall 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Contribution 
A friendly reminder to leave your contribution if you 
are gone on a trip or to make it up when you return. 
Thank You 

LTC Meeting 
Important LTC Meeting November 22 after morning 
worship. We need as many LTC families as possible to 
be there. We will be discussing some different LTC 
options and voting. This meeting is very important as 
we begin studying in December. 

Thanksgiving Meal 
Would anyone be interested in hosting a Thanksgiving 
Meal at the building this year? If so, please let the 
Elders know.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com


November 15, 2020: Savage Street Bulletin – Page   of  8 8

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

When People Hate You 
“Haters need to see you go down to lift 
themselves up.”  
– Oscar Auliq-Ice 

“There is no magic wand to get rid of 
haters. There is no secret spell to win 
them over to your side.”  
– Oscar Auliq-Ice  

What the Old Testament Is  
“The Old Testament is not the account of 
a human voyage of discovery, searching 
for God, but of God coming to tell us 
about himself.”  
– Alec Motyer 

Ruhl’s Rules 
The latest issue of Reason & Revelation is in 

the foyer. 


