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The First Vision  
Revelation 1–3  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Prelude:  

I. What did we just see in Revelation 1–3?  

Persuasion:  

I. We Saw Christ Among the Churches   

A. Undoubtedly the condition of the churches represent the various conditions 
of the church from the beginning of the church until the time that Jesus re-
turns.  

1. Seven is the number of completeness.  

2. Hence, this shows a complete view of the church from beginning to end 
on the earth.  

B. However, the thing that we need to see from the first vision  

1. is that Jesus is among his churches.  

2. Did he not make that promise to the apostles:  
 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been giv-
en to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen.  
 
– Matthew 28.18–20  

II. We Saw that Congregations Show Various Levels of Light  

A. Did every church’s light shine the same?  

1. What was the difference?  

B. Jesus also spoke of those churches going through various trials.  

1. What do trials do for us?  

2. John 15.1–8   
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C. What we shall see as we move into the visions that follow  

1. is that Jesus rules the world  

2. for the benefit of his church.  

III. We Saw that There Is No Need to Be Terrified  

A. Remember the beginning of this first vision as revealed in 1.10–18.  

B. Initially, the vision terrified John.  

1. Put yourself in his place.  

2. Can you see why he would have been terrified?  

a) How did he react?  

b) But what did Jesus do?  

C. I think most people, including Christians, are terrified when they start reading 
the Book of Revelation.  

1. However, if you do two things you will find comfort:  

a) First, combine with Revelation what you know from the rest of the 
New Testament.  

b) Second, be sure to note all the signs of comfort and victory that you 
find throughout the Book of Revelation.  

2. Also, do not listen to premillennialists!  

IV. We Saw that the First Vision Forms the Basis for the Rest of Revelation  

A. Do not see the risen Lord and his presence among the churches as merely in-
troductory.  

B. Everything that follows in the Book of Revelation,  

1. chapters 4–22  

2. are about the Lord and his church.  

C. Things we saw in the first three chapters will show up again later in the Book.  

1. 2.7 ➨ 22.2, 14  

2. 2.11 ➨ 20.14  
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3. 2.17 ➨ 3.12; 14.1; 22.4  

4. 2.26 ➨ 12.5; 20.4  

5. 2.28 ➨ 22.16  

6. 3.5 ➨ 7.13  

7. 3.12 ➨ 22.4 


