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To Have Paradise on Earth: Make Peace  
There are plenty of trouble-makers in the world, what we need are peacemakers  

Matthew 5.9  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 30, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Paul Hannan – Matthew 5.1–8  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Boys and Phil Joseph – Songs on Peace  

Persuasion: 

I. Some of you may remember the photograph  

A. of 9-year-old Phan Thi Kim Phuc from the Vietnam War.  

B. Napalm was dropped on her village by a South Vietnamese pilot.  

1. Two of her brothers were killed and  

2. she was badly burned.  

a) Without any clothes on,  

b) she ran toward the photographer.  

(1) Her arms were held out to the side because of the pain and  

(2) her mouth is open in a cry of agony.  

(a) She suffered third-degree burns over 50% of her body,  

(b) requiring 14 months of painful rehabilitation and skin grafts.  

(3) The pain was so great  

(a) that when her wounds were washed and dressed  

(b) she lost consciousness whenever she was touched.  

C. I got a taste of napalm at the Klamath Falls airport.  

1. It was during one of the events that the Oregon Air National Guard holds.  

2. A fighter jet flew in low and fast and dropped napalm on the runway.  

a) Then the heat wave hit the crowd, and  

b) it was amazing how you could feel the heat, but  

(1) we were at a safe distance.  

(2) It is hard to imagine if we had been the target or even close.  
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D. Later she married and moved to Canada.  

1. She still suffers pain because she lost sweat and oil glands.  

2. In 1996, she was invited to speak  

a) at a Veteran’s Day ceremony at the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial.  

b) She laid a wreath and spoke:  
 
“I have suffered a lot from both physical and emotional pain. Some-
times I could not breathe. But God saved my life and gave me faith 
and hope. Even if I could talk face to face with the pilot who dropped 
the bombs, I would tell him, ‘We cannot change history, but we 
should try to do good things for the present and for the future to 
promote peace.’”  

II. What would the world be like if more had her attitude?  

A. What would our lives be like,  

B. if we thought like her?  
 
“There are far too many trouble-makers in the world; there are far too few 
peacemakers. In which category are you?”  
 
– Clifton Rogers  

a) Truly, “…counselors of peace have joy” (Pro 12.20).  

b) The seventh Beatitude in Matthew 5.9 adds depth to that proverb:  
 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers,  
   For they shall be called sons of God.”  
 
  –Matthew 5.9  

III. Blessed Are the Peacemakers  

A. This is more than loving peace,  

1. it is making peace.  

2. Peacemakers are more than wishful dreamers,  
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a) they have filled their hearts with peace and  

b) seek to have peace around them.  

B. The importance of making peace cannot be overemphasized.  

1. It was not mere poetry our Lord spoke in the Beatitudes.  

2. Nor is it simply for those who are inclined to make peace.  

3. According to Mark 9: 
 
50 “Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will you season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another.”  
 
– Mark 9.50  

IV. They Shall Be Called Sons of God  

A. That makes you God’s family! God’s kinsfolk!  

1. We are like Father like son.  

B. Jesus is the great peacemaker.  

1. He is even called the “Prince of Peace” in Isaiah 9.6.  

2. Colossians 1 shows just how far He went to make peace:  
 
19 …it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 
and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross.”  
 
– Colossians 1.19–20  

a) Through Christ God made peace with the world.  

b) Through Christ all men can have peace.  

(1) How was that peace made?  

(2) It was “through the blood of His cross.”  

(a) Brethren, was not peacemaking the whole point of the cross?  
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(b) Therefore, if we are peacemakers,  

i) we are sons of God  

ii) even as Jesus is The Son of God.  

3. One commentator said:  
 
“He brings about peace among men, breaking down all middle walls of 
partition between classes and races and individuals, by making them first 
of all at peace with God—atonement among men by way of atonement 
with God.”  
 
– The Expositor’s Dictionary of Texts  

a) To bring peace to a relationship,  

(1) make peace with God.  

b) To help troubled souls,  

(1) you do not need a degree in secular counseling,  

(2) you need to make peace with God.  

(a) Moreover, those troubled souls  

i) need to be shown the way of peace with God,  

(b) then the rest of their lives  

i) can be arranged properly.  

(c) How many broken relationships  

i) never would have been broken,  

ii) if Isaiah 26.3 had been kept in mind?  
 
3 You will keep him in perfect peace,  
 Whose mind is stayed on You,  
 Because he trusts in You.  
 
 – Isaiah 26.3  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(d) Truly, as one man said:  
 
“I never have found Peace of mind by giving folks a Piece of 
mine.”  
 
– Laurence C. Smith  

i) We give God our minds, and  

ii) He gives us Peace of Mind.  

(3) In this way, peace-receivers become peace-givers.  

4. Jesus is the Son of God.  

a) Therefore, peacemakers take on His nature.  
 
“God is thus seen reflected in them; and by the family likeness these 
peacemakers are recognized as the children of God.”  
 
– JFB  
 
 
“It is hard enough to keep the peace. It is still more difficult to bring 
peace where it is not. ‘The perfect peacemaker is the Son of God (Eph 
2:14f).’ (McNeile). Thus we shall be like our Elder Brother.”  
 
– Robertson  

b) The sons of God are:  
 
“Those who resemble God, or who manifest a spirit like his. He is the 
Author of peace, (1Co 14:33) and all those who endeavour to pro-
mote peace are like him, and are worthy to be called his children.”  
 
– Barnes  

C. First John 3 displays the privilege of being a son of God.  

1. See the picture of love that John shows us here:  
 
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
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should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  
 
– 1 John 3.1  

2. Why was this great love?  

a) Previously we were  

(1) children of Satan,  

(2) children of wrath, and  

(3) children of disobedience (Titus 3.3).  

b) Why would He  

(1) allow us to be called His children?  

(2) It was pure love and  

(a) pure love of peace  

(b) that drove the Father to do this magnificent thing.  

3. Therefore the world does not know us.  

a) The world does not understand  

b) God’s method of peacemaking, but  

(1) we do, and  

(2) we accept it.  

(a) Now we promote it.  

(b) That makes us sons and daughters of God.  

Exhortation: 

I. Blessed Are the Peacemakers, for They Belong to the Greatest Family.  

II. Modern Crucifixion-For-Peace Failed.  
 
“On January 30, 1973 Patrice Tamao of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 
allowed himself to be nailed to a cross ‘as a sacrifice for world peace and un-
derstanding among men.’ As thousands watched on television, six-inch stain-
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less steel nails were driven through his hands and feet. Tamao had planned to 
remain on the cross for 48 hours, but after only 20 hours he had to cut short 
his voluntary crucifixion because of an infection in his right foot. The newspa-
per article had as its heading, ‘Crucifixion-for-peace falls short.’”  

A. Have you heard of this man?  

1. You may have heard how this is done in the Philippines every year.  

2. Do you know any of their names?  

a) If not, why not?  

b) They have all failed to bring peace between God and man.  

B. Only one Man ever succeeded.  

1. Have you benefited from His success?  

2. If you are ready for peace,  

a) turn to Romans 6 and  

b) I will show you what you have to do  

c) to have peace with God.  
 
3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness 
of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrec-
tion, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin.  
 
– Romans 6.3–6  

(1) If you are holding back,  

(2) ask yourself what is holding you back,  

(a) while we sing the invitation and  

(b) ask yourself if that obstacle is worth it. 


