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Live by Faith Not by Fear

How Many Times Does the Constitution  
Mention Religion? 

January 10; Volume 98, Number 2 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 

Serm
ons

10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

Emanuel Cleaver, II, a minister at St. James United Methodist Church 
in Kansas City, Missouri and 7th term Congressman, offered the 
following prayer on January 6th. You have heard the controversy over 
the last thing he said in the prayer. Now let's consider all that he said. 

Eternal God, noiselessly we bow before Your 
throne of grace as we leave behind the politically 
and socially clamorous year of 2020. We gather, 
now, in this consequential Chamber to inaugurate 
another chapter in our roller coaster representative 
government. The Members of this august body 
acknowledge Your sacred supremacy and, therefore, 
confess that without Your favor and forbearance, we 
enter this new year relying, dangerously, on our own 
fallible nature. 

God, at a moment when many believe that the 
bright light of democracy is beginning to dim, 
empower us with an extra dose of commitment to its 
principles. May we, of the 117th Congress, refuel the 
lamp of liberty so brimful that generations unborn 
will witness its undying flame. And may we model 
community healing, control our tribal tendencies 
and quicken our spirit that we may feel Thy priestly 
presence even in moments of heightened 
disagreement. May we so feel Your presence that our 
service here may not be soiled by any utterances or 
acts unworthy of this high office. Insert in our spirit a 
light so bright that we can see ourselves and our 
politics as we really are—soiled by selfishness, 
perverted by prejudice and inveigled by ideology. 

Now, may the God who created the world and 
everything in it bless us and keep us. May the Lord 
make His face to shine upon us and be gracious 
unto us. May the Lord lift up the light of His 
countenance upon us and give us peace—peace in 
our families, peace across this land and dare I ask, O 
Lord, peace even in this Chamber, now and 
evermore. We ask it in the name of the monotheistic 
God and Brahma and God known by many names 
by many different faiths. 

Amen, and a woman.

Much of what he said here we 
would Amen.

Inveigled? That means to persuade 
someone by clever talk or trickery.  

Again, his words here things that 
everyone would agree to.

He acknowledged that there is a 
God who created the world. Here 

he referenced Numbers 6.22–27. If 
he had stayed with Scripture, there 

would be no controversy.

I would like to know what he 
meant by “fallible nature.” 

Technically we are not a 
democracy, which is a common 
error espoused by almost 
everyone. 

The desire to be “inclusive” led 
him to miss the meaning of Amen, 
which does not refer to men, but 
means “so be it.” That same desire 
led him to acknowledge the false 
god Brahma, a four-headed Hindu 
god. This inclusiveness led him to 
equate the one true and living God 
with an idol and to miss the 
meaning of a word. 
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Psalm 86:12 
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Continue to Pray for our shut-
ins and those self-isolating: 

Mary Stout 

Rose Mae Medart 

Betty Lowe 

Jack and Marie Collier 

Janet Crisp 

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Phil & Shirley Frisby 

Eloise Frost 

Cliff & Eve Hanson 

Bernice Helmer 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Erma Rylander 

Nick Saulters 

Jim and Pat Stockdale

Most recent issue of Think magazine.
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When times are hard it is sometimes difficult to remember 
how blessed we are. We are living through a time of an 
unprecedented pandemic in recent history. There is 
political unrest seen in countries that are looked to as the 
pillars of democracy. The world seems to be going crazy! 
Yet in the midst of all of this turmoil we need to 
remember who we are because of Jesus. As Paul began his 
letter to the Christians in Ephesus he reminded them – 
and those who read it today – that we have every spiritual 
blessing if we are in Christ. 

“Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ. For he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before him in love. 
He did this by predestining us to adoption as his legal heirs through Jesus Christ, according to the 
pleasure of his will—to the praise of the glory of his grace that he has freely bestowed on us in his 
dearly loved Son.” (Ephesians 1:3-6 NET) 

We have been chosen by God. Before the world was created he determined that Christians would be 
a particular kind of people: they would be “holy and blameless”. Notice that this says nothing about 
certain people being determined by God to be saved but says everything about the type of person 
those who were saved would be. 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our offenses, according to the 
riches of his grace that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight. He did this when he revealed to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, toward the 
administration of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ—the things in heaven and 
the things on earth.” (Ephesians 1:7-10) 

One of the greatest blessings that we have in Christ is forgiveness. Our forgiveness was purchased 
through the blood of Jesus when he died for us. This is not something that we earn but it is on the 
basis of his grace. Grace is all about providing something for us that we could not do ourselves. 
Notice how much grace we are given: it is ‘lavished’ on us! In other words, it is much more than we 
need or even realise. 

“In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own possession, since we were predestined according 
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, would be to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:11-12) 

Because we are in Christ we have been claimed by God as his own. Again we see the idea of being 
‘predestined’. This time the emphasis is that we – not individuals but Christians – have been 
predestined to be “to the praise of his glory”. We have his grace, we have forgiveness, and, as a 
result, he has claimed us as his own. This gives us the hope we have – and it is all because of Christ. 

“And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)—when you believed in Christ
—you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit, who is the down payment of our 
inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 
1:13-14) 

One final blessing is mentioned in this hymn of praise: we have the promised Holy Spirit, received 
when we became a Christian. This is what Peter proclaimed on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38-39). 
This is a down payment of the eternal blessings that God has prepared for us. 

Despite what goes on around us, never forget that because of Jesus we are the most blessed of all 
people!

Forthright Magazine (John Gallaway)
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At Faith Village there is a wonderful
group of ladies called Team Sew. They

get together and sew things for people in
the congregation and recently they have
gotten more into sewing things for the

community. They have been sewing
blankets for us to give away at the

Sonshine house and to the homeless
population. They also made around 100
stockings this Christmas time. When we

went to the refuge shelter, we filled some
of them with lotion and socks and

candies for the women and children.
With the leftover stockings, we drove

around town and left them on the
porches of the elderly, and widows, It

was fun to sneakily bring joy to
someone's day.   

One Sunday we had the blessing
to worship with the brothers and

sisters at Edgemere Church of
Christ. We were able to tell them

about the AIM program and be an
encouragement during the holiday

season. The worship leader and
his wife told us of another ministry
opportunity. There is a shelter for

homeless and drug addicted
women. These women get to live

at the shelter while staff helps
them get jobs, go through the New

Beginnings rehabilitation center
and get back on their feet. We
joined them in a chapel service

and served them dinner and
visited with them afterwards. It

was inspiring to hear their stories
and how much they wanted to

turn their lives around.  

WALKING IN WICHITA
November/December 2020 Logan Peugh

REFUGE SHELTER

TEAM SEW
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One of the hardest parts about
COIVD is not getting to visit

people. There are many
members of Faith Village who
are living in nursing homes, or
are in assisted living. As you all
unfortunately know, we can't

get in to visit them. We spent an
afternoon making cards for

many people who aren't able to
congregate with us during this
time to try and lift their spirits.

We had a good time getting
creative and thinking about how

to cheer each person up.

We had the incredible blessing of getting time off for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Usually AIMers are highly encouraged not to go home
for the holidays and instead experience them in the culture they are
in. However this year the AIM director was encouraging us all to go
home and be reinvigorated by the being with family and friends. I
didn't go back to Oregon for thanksgiving, I went to Oklahoma City
with my teammate Anna and spent a few days with my aunt and

uncle and my sister. It was a lot of fun to see them again. For
Christmas, I was able to fly home and be with my best friend for her
birthday and stayed through New Years. It was strange to be back in

Oregon, but awesome to see more of my loved ones. 

contact me!email: lcpeugh@gmail.comphone number: (541) 512-8798address: 2202 Harrison St #266Wichita Falls, TX 76308

HOLIDAYS

MAKING CARDS YOUTH LED CLASS
On Wednesdays, the youth group
have a hangout and dinner. It's a
good place for them to get their

homework done and hangout in a
good environment after school. We
always have a good time talking with
them. One Wednesday the guys led
the Wednesday Bible class for the

congregation. They took turns
leading songs, prayers, reading
scripture and one of the boys

prepared a lesson. It was such an
encouragement seeing the boys get
firsthand experience in leading the

church. 
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to 
have your announcement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday 
morning or email it to Rebekah Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or 
adult classes please see Don.

January Activities: 

10th: LTC Meeting 

12th: Red Cross Blood 
Drive 

27th: Singing 

31st: Potluck 

February Activities: 

28th: Mountain States 
Children's Home Change 
Collected

Janet Crisp suffered a seizure-like episode on Wednesday. She stayed 
in the hospital for a couple nights. She is still being evaluated as to her 
ongoing abilities. Please pray for Janet to be comfortable and at peace. 

Karen Calvert's sister Margit, is very weak and her body is slowly shut-
ting down. 

 

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Glenda Brazil as she cares for Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for each other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil and Shirley Frisby

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
January 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 2,124 ..................

Last Week January 3,  2,124 ..........

Total After 1 Week 2,124 ..............

  

Hannan Duncan
Nash Crisp 

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

LTC Meeting Today 
There will be a brief LTC meeting after morning 
services today. 

Help Needed Tonight  
We only need 6 tables set up in the 
Fellowship hall for the blood drive on 
Tuesday. If you can help take down tables 
and put away chairs after Sunday evening 
services that would be a big help. Thank 
You!! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Wise Words on Words  
What is intended as a little white 
lie often ends up as a double 
feature in technicolor.  
– Madena R. Wallingford  
 
Beware half truths—you may have the wrong 
half!  
– Unknown  
 
A lie travels round the world while Truth is 
putting on her boots.  
– Charles Spurgeon  
 
A lie one must not tell, and some truths you 
should not tell.  
– Jewish Proverb  
 
The telling of a falsehood is like the cut of a 
saber; for though the wound may heal, the scar of 
it will remain.  
– Saadi  
 
A liar isn’t believed even when he speaks the 
truth.  
– Spanish Proverb  
 
Truth, like oil in water, will eventually come to 
the surface.  
– Unknown  

God’s Words on Words  
A faithful witness does not lie,  
But a false witness will utter lies.  

– Proverbs 14.5  
 
The truthful lip shall be established forever,  
But a lying tongue is but for a moment.  
Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,  
But those who deal truthfully are His delight.  
– Proverbs 12.19, 22  
 
He who gives a right answer kisses the lips.  
– Proverbs 24.26  
 
A man who bears false witness against his 
neighbor  
Is like a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow.  
– Proverbs 25.18  
 
Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, 
and death,  
Is the man who deceives his neighbor,  
And says, “I was only joking!”  
A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it,  
 And a flattering mouth works ruin.  
– Proverbs 26.18–19, 28 

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Ruhl’s Rules 

If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything. – Mark Twain 


