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What Our World Needs  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 8, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – First Corinthians 13.4–7 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on Love  

Prelude:  

I. America is a divided nation at the present.  

A. We have been there before.  

B. We can overcome it again, but  

1. I believe that Christians should be the key.  

2. Consider a quote from a modern writer and then some Scriptures.  

C. Do you know why people in the first century were attracted to the church?  
 
“God dwelling among His people should be the most attractive force field 
on earth.”  
 
– Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand 
Narrative, p. 339  
 
 
14 Thus says the LORD:  
 
  “The labor of Egypt and merchandise of Cush  
  And of the Sabeans, men of stature,  
  Shall come over to you, and they shall be yours;  
  They shall walk behind you,  
  They shall come over in chains;  
  And they shall bow down to you.  
  They will make supplication to you, saying, ‘Surely God is in you,  
  And there is no other;  
  There is no other God.’”  
 
  – Isaiah 45.14  
 
 
5 Surely you shall call a nation you do not know,  
  And nations who do not know you shall run to you,  
  Because of the LORD your God,  
  And the Holy One of Israel;  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  For He has glorified you.”  
 
  – Isaiah 55.5  
 
 
1 Arise, shine;  
  For your light has come!  
  And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you.  
2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,  
  And deep darkness the people;  
  But the LORD will arise over you,  
  And His glory will be seen upon you.  
3 The Gentiles shall come to your light,  
  And kings to the brightness of your rising.  
 
  – Isaiah 60.1–3  
 
 
23 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from every lan-
guage of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, ‘Let us 
go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’”  
 
– Zechariah 8.23  
 
 
16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.16  
 
 
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his 
face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 14.25  

II. Why then did God put us in this nation at this time?  

A. He wants us to attract others to him.  

B. Today, I want to show you a couple of things  

1. that will attract some people to the Lord,  
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2. things that will make us an attractive force field for the Lord.  

III. Just think of Jesus.  

A. He lived in a time of political upheaval.  

B. And people wanted him to go political.  

1. However, for him he would have had to stoop down  

2. from something far higher to do so.  

a) He pulled people from all kinds of backgrounds together instead.  

b) How did he accomplish such a great task?  

IV. During his days,  

A. he was living in a land or a nation  

B. that was occupied by another.  

1. The Romans invaded the land of Israel and  

2. ruled over the Jews oppressively.  

a) This was the way the Romans kept the peace.  

b) They were brutal and  

(1) if you started an insurrection or  

(2) something that they perceived as a threat,  

(a) they treated you in the most horrible way  

(b) to teach others not to do the same.  

V. Why did Pilate eventually give in to the demands of the Jews to crucify Jesus?  

A. It was when they persuaded him  

B. that Jesus was a political threat.  

1. What was the Romans remedy for that?  

2. Crucifixion.  

VI. Although the Romans succeeded in crucifying the King of the Jews,  

A. yet, it was the Roman empire  
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B. that the kingdom of Jesus brought down, and  

1. now his kingdom, the church,  

2. covers the globe.  

a) How did that happen?  

b) How did his followers bring down the persecutor of the church?  

VII.Today, I want to mention two things in particular.  

A. And they are two things our nation needs.  

B. Please do not belittle these two things because  

1. they are powerful and  

2. have changed millions of people over the centuries.  

Persuasion:  

I. Our World Needs Kindness  

A. The average person does not know the power of kindness.  

1. Therefore, they resort to ugly behavior to get what they want.  

2. Think of how kindness has changed your life:  
 
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man ap-
peared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but ac-
cording to His mercy He saved us…  
 
– Titus 3.4–7  

a) Ephesians 2.7 goes right along with that:  
 
7 …that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  
 
– Ephesians 2.7  

b) Has God’s kindness toward you had any affect on you?  

(1) You have become a Christian because of it.  
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(2) You have changed your life because of the kindness of God.  

(a) So do not say that kindness is not that powerful.  

(b) It is one of the most powerful things on this planet.  

B. Second Chronicles 10 shows  

1. that the old advisers of King Solomon understood  

2. the attractive power of kindness, but  

a) King Rehoboam and his advisers did not understand it, and  

b) they rejected the advice of kindness,  

c) leading to the break up of the kingdom of Israel:  
 
6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his fa-
ther Solomon while he still lived, saying, “How do you advise me to 
answer these people?” 7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you are 
kind to these people, and please them, and speak good words to 
them, they will be your servants forever.”  
 
– 2 Chronicles 10.6–7  

(1) Part of the problem that led to the split of God’s people  

(2) during the days of David’s grandson, and  

(a) how badly that would have broken his heart,  

(b) came about in part because of the lack of kindness.  

3. In Luke 6, Jesus made a statement about the Father,  

a) which Jesus intends for us to imitate,  

b) that shows why so many people have turned to Christ:  
 
35 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in 
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.”  
 
– Luke 6:35  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(1) Why should we love our enemies?  

(2) Why should we do good?  

(3) Why should we lend, hoping for nothing in return?  

(a) We will be rewarded greatly.  

(b) We will be sons of the Most High.  

(c) And God is kind to the unthankful and evil.  

i) If he was not kind to the unthankful and evil,  

ii) we would not be here right now.  

(1) And I think that we all understood that,  

(2) leading us to convert to Jesus Christ and his teachings.  

C. King Solomon penned a proverb  

1. that we would all do well to remember and  

2. to live by it.  

a) I have quoted the first line of this proverb to myself  

b) many times over the years, because  

(1) I reasoned to myself  

(2) that if the Bible says it, it is true.  

(a) Therefore, I believe that practicing it  

(b) brings out the best in me and in others:  
 
22 What is desired in a man is kindness…  
 
 – Proverbs 19.22  

i) What people desire in others is kindness.  

ii) Try showing it and see what happens.  

D. The Terrapin  
 
Joe Laird tells of finding a terrapin [A type of turtle, DR] when he was a 
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child in the country. As he began to examine him, the terrapin pulled in his 
head and closed his shell like a vice. He then picked up a stick and tried to 
pry open the shell. His uncle saw what was happening and said: “No, that’s 
not the way! You may kill him but you’ll never get him open.”  
 
He took the terrapin into the house and set him on the hearth. It was but a 
few minutes until he began to get warm. Then his new-found friend pushed 
out his head, and then his feet and began crawling. “Terrapins are like that,” 
the uncle said; “and people are, too: you can’t force them into anything. 
But, if you first warm them up with some real kindness, more than likely 
they will do what you want them to do.”  

1. Try doing that with people, and  

2. if you are used to demanding what you want,  

a) you might be surprised by the power of kindness, and  

b) that you will have made a new friend,  

(1) who may one day convert to Christ.  

(2) But such kindness comes from a heart of love,  

(a) which is the second thing  

(b) that I believe our world needs today.  

II. Our World Needs Love  

A. Paul affirmed it in the first passage that I used to show you kindness:  
 
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man ap-
peared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us…  
 
– Titus 3.4–7  

B. In First Corinthians 13,  

1. Paul showed why love is the most excellent gift that you can possess, and  

2. why it is the most excellent gift that you can give.  
 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
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itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in 
the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 13.4–7  

a) Don’t all of those attributes of love  

b) really just show kindness?  

(1) What is sweeter than kindness?  

(2) How does it affect you when someone is kind to you?  

C. The world recognizes the power and need for love.  

1. That is what I saw in the church and in Christianity.  

2. I completely changed who I am because of love.  

D. There is a song that came out 55 years ago,  

1. that is apparently still popular.  

2. For those of you who know this song,  

3. once I give you the lyrics of the Jackie DeShannon song,  

a) you will not be able to get the song out of your head, but  

b) you will want to go home and see if you can find it on the Internet:  
 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  
It’s the only thing that there's just too little of  
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  
No, not just for some but for everyone  
 
Lord, we don’t need another mountain  
There are mountains and hillsides enough to climb  
There are oceans and rivers enough to cross  
Enough to last ’til the end of time  
 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  
It’s the only thing that there's just too little of  
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  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No, not just for some but for everyone  
 
Lord, we don’t need another meadow  
There are cornfields and wheat fields enough to grow  
There are sunbeams and moonbeams enough to shine  
Oh listen, Lord, if You want to know  
 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  
It’s the only thing that there's just too little of  
What the world needs now is love, sweet love  
No, not just for some, oh, but just for every, every, everyone  
 
(What the world needs now) Whoa, whoa (is love) is love (sweet love)  
(What the world needs now) Oh, oh (is love) is love (sweet love)  
(What the world needs now) Oh, oh (is love) is love (sweet love)  

(1) Did she not hit upon something?  

(2) It is true,  

(a) we all want and  

(b) we all need love.  

E. Our world needs to see  

1. the love of God for them through their interactions with Christians, and  

2. the love of Christians for them.  

Exhortation:  

I. We know the love and kindness of God.  

A. However, we cannot keep it to ourselves.  

1. Do we truly know and possess  

2. the love and kindness of God,  

a) if we keep it to ourselves.  

b) How many rude people are out there?  

(1) The world experiences all that rudeness too.  

(2) Therefore, you need to be the exception.  
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B. May we let that love and kindness flow through us.  

II. Why were Joshua and Caleb the only two people  

A. over the age of 20 when they came out of Egypt,  

B. who were able to enter the Land of Canaan?  

1. Concerning Caleb, the Lord said something to Moses  

2. that has had a lasting impression upon me:  
 
24 ”But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and 
has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his 
descendants shall inherit it.”  
 
– Numbers 14.24  

a) That is what it will require of us,  

b) we need to have a different spirit than the world, and  

(1) we can be different by showing  

(2) kindness and love.  

III. Have you been evil?  

A. Have you been unthankful?  

B. Think about this:  

1. God has shown you kindness,  

2. not because he approves of your evil and unthankful spirit, but because  

a) he looks to change you.  

b) Are you ready to change? 


