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400 Years Ago: The Mayflower Compact  
Relied heavily on a sermon by Perry Greene, “Pilgrims’ Progress”  

First Timothy 2.1–7  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2020  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – First Timothy 2.1–2  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Why We Need to Know American History  

A. The Book of Ezra shows  

1. some of the Jews and  

2. some in the Persian government  

a) working against the rebuilding of the temple, and  

b) they used the Persian government to do it.  

(1) However, the faithful Jews knew  

(2) Babylonian and Persian laws and agreements.  

(a) They used those things to remind the Persian government  

(b) of promises made by prior kings.  

B. Exodus 1 shows a pharaoh who did not know Joseph.  

1. That hurt the children of Israel badly.  

2. The Egyptian population needed constant history lessons reminding them 
of Joseph.  

C. Daniel 5 shows a king who did not know Daniel.  

1. As a result King Belshazzar blasphemed the God of heaven.  

2. He paid for it with his life and his kingdom fell.  
 
10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to 
the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, “O king, live forever! Do not 
let your thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance change. 11 
There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. 
And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like 
the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar 
your father—your father the king—made him chief of the magicians, as-



400 Years Ago: The Mayflower Compact; 1Ti 2.1–7; 04535; Page   of  2 8

trologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 12 Inasmuch as an excellent spir-
it, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and 
explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Bel-
teshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.”  
 
– Daniel 5.10–12  

D. As our nation increasingly fights against Christianity,  

1. I fear the same thing happening  

2. as occurred with Israel in Egypt and with Babylon.  

a) It is up to us to preserve the Christian foundation of America.  

b) I wish I could teach a regular class on it.  

II. The Secularists Have Set an Agenda  

A. They are in charge of just about everything in America.  

B. Moreover, they seek to eliminate Christianity from our nation.  

1. Therefore, I believe that we need to know these things, and  

2. I have already given you much in the past 18 years, and  

a) I plan on giving you still more.  

b) First Timothy 2, among many other passages, shows  

(1) that we should be concerned with what is going on in our nation,  

(2) that we should do something about it, and  

(a) in this case, Paul encouraged prayer, but  

(b) we should also be educated about our history.  

III. In the spirit of the Book of Ezra, and  

A. in the spirit of Exodus 1 and Daniel 5,  

B. I present this lesson to you and  

1. the others I have already done, and  

2. the ones I shall be doing soon.  
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IV. Governor Bradford, of the Plymouth Colony, in 1623, 3 years after the Pil-
grims settled at Plymouth:  
 
“To all ye Pilgrims,  
 
Inasmuch as the great father has given us this year an abundant harvest of In-
dian corn, wheat, peas, squashes and garden vegetables, and has made the 
forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as 
he has protected us from the raids of the savages, has spared us from pesti-
lence and disease, has granted us freedom to worship God according to the 
dictates of our own conscience; now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye 
Pilgrims, with your wives and ye little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on 
ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thursday November 
ye 29th of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty three, 
and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Plymouth rock, there to lis-
ten to ye pastor and render thanksgiving t ye Almighty God for all His bless-
ings.”  

A. They came to America  

1. to escape religious persecution,  

2. to seek religious freedom, and  

3. to preach to the people who were increasingly coming to America.  

B. They recognized the hand of God in their lives.  

1. They practiced Proverbs 3.5–6, and  

2. saw it happen:  
 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  
 And lean not on your own understanding;  
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,  
 And He shall direct your paths.  
 
 – Proverbs 3.5–6  

Persuasion:  

I. Religious Intolerance  

A. The Pilgrims and Puritans were two separate groups who came over.  
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1. The Puritans sought to purify the Church of England and  

2. the Pilgrims separated from the Church of England and  

a) went to the Netherlands,  

b) hoping to find tolerance for their beliefs.  

3. Later, they decided to head for America.  

B. They smuggled English Bibles into England because  

1. they believed that God spoke to them through the Scriptures.  

2. The king of England, James I, the same one who gave us the KJV,  

3. used the clergy to control the people.  

a) However, if they could read Bibles for themselves,  

b) they would see the error of the state being over the church.  

(1) Also, the people sacrificed and starved but  

(2) churches grew wealthy and fat.  

C. That moved people to want the Church of the New Testament.  

1. However, they could not reform the Church of England and  

2. so separated themselves and became known as Separatists.  

D. This meant that they denounced the monarchy of England as the head of the 
Church and  

1. that was not like leaving one denomination and going to another, but  

2. it was an assault on the government, worthy of death.  

E. The king claimed “The Divine Right of Kings,”  

1. meaning that since God sets up governments,  

2. the government can do and get whatever it wants.  

a) He believed he was showing his devoutness  

b) by killing the devout, as Jesus once said:  
 
2 “They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming 
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that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.”  
 
– John 16.2  

F. Having then become Separatists, they had to leave.  

II. Attempts for Freedom 

A. As they sought to leave,  

1. if they were captured,  

2. they could be killed, or  

3. they could make a desperate attempt for freedom.  

B. They made a secret negotiation with a Dutch Sea Captain.  

1. They walked 60 miles in a cold September to the coast.  

2. They camped without tents, sleeping bags, or fires.  

a) However, at the beach the captain betrayed them and  

b) the English army arrested them.  

C. They tried again.  

1. This time the men separated from their families.  

2. The men went through woods to the ship on the river.  

3. The women and children got on a raft but  

a) got stuck on a mud bank, and  

b) the army captured them.  

D. The captain could not stay  

1. or he could forfeit his ship or his life  

2. for helping the Separatists, the Pilgrims.  

E. Finally, on a ship, a great storm on the North Sea confronted them,  

1. making it so that they could not control the ship.  

2. They prayed to God, “Even now, LORD, you are able to save us.”  
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a) The storm ceased but hundreds of ships were wrecked by the storm.  

b) However, not their ship.  

(1) They believed that God had answered their prayer.  

(2) They made to Holland where they stayed for 12 years.  

F. They sailed back to England to get on ships for the New World.  

1. The Mayflower and the Speedwell were the ships.  

2. Another storm hit them and the Speedwell could not make it.  

G.102 Passengers and 30 crew set out on Mayflower under the leadership of 
Governor William Bradford.  

1. They believed that if they did the right thing,  

2. God would bless them for it.  

H.Because of the weather,  

1. they arrived 200 miles north of their Northern Virginia destination and  

2. came to what is now Plymouth, Massachusetts.  

I. Companies back in Europe had invested in their trip  

1. for part of the profits of what they would gain in the New World.  

2. Since they did not land in the Virginia Company land,  

a) some started to rebel,  

b) believing they were no longer in obligation to those investors,  

(1) since they had landed at another place.  

(2) So they saw a need for an agreement to keep them together in 
peace.  

J. They made a compact, a covenant  

1. with God and  

2. with one another:  
 
In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loy-
al Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, 



400 Years Ago: The Mayflower Compact; 1Ti 2.1–7; 04535; Page   of  7 8

of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the Faith, etc.:  
 
Having undertaken, for the Glory of God, and advancements of the 
Christian faith, and the honor of our King and Country, a voyage to plant 
the first colony in the Northern parts of Virginia; do by these presents, 
solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God, and one another; 
covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic; for 
our better ordering, and preservation and furtherance of the ends afore-
said; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and 
equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to 
time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good 
of the colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.  
 
In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod 
the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scot-
land the fifty-fourth, 1620.  

K. Arriving in November, they were in for a harsh winter.  

1. Of the 102 people who came over on the Mayflower, 47 died that winter.  

2. Women slept on their children to keep them warm.  

a) They feared the Indians.  

b) However, one, Squanto, who spoke English, helped them survive.  

L. The captain offered to take them home after the winter, but  

1. no one took up his offer,  

2. believing that they lived for a cause greater than themselves.  

III. God Has Always Provided for His People  

A. Look at what he did with Joseph.  

B. Look at what he did with Moses.  

C. Then the church came and is now the greatest kingdom on earth.  

IV. God Provides for Us  

A. Acts 14.17  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17 “Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did 
good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness.”  
 
– Acts 14.17  

B. And he provides eternal life for us.  

C. For American Christians he has provided a land that was once friendly.  

1. The Pilgrims kept their faith in God even when the world was against 
them.  

2. Can we do the same?  

V. Let us remember the Pilgrims and see the providence of God as they did.  

A. The Pilgrims took on that name because that is how Scriptures defines us:  
 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the 
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your 
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.  
 
– 1 Peter 2.11–12


