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Male and Female God Created Them

Boys Are Leading The Service

January 31; Volume 98, Number 5 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 

Serm
ons

10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

For what am I to myself without thee 
but a guide to my own downfall?  

– Augustine 
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Psalm 104:24 



January 31, 2021: Savage Street Bulletin – Page   of  3 6

morning of January 1. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
our children to be reunited with their brothers and sisters.  
                     

 
 
  Meanwhile, we continue to monitor and visit the various 

homes in which 
our children are 
living. When 
necessary, we 
provide funds to 
be sure our 
children are 
being adequately 
fed and clothed 
(photo left). 
Please pray. 

 

"WHEN WILL WE BE BACK IN INDIA? 
   

  This is the question we hear most often. An ambitious goal 
would be that we return in March. At the moment, our India 
visas have been suspended because of the pandemic. We 
believe we will be able to return within days of receiving our 
COVID 19 vaccines, but at age 66, we are scheduled for 
phase 2, group one. Our antibody tests revealed that we 
have not had the virus at this point. 
  Meanwhile, we remain in constant contact with our Indian 
co-workers. Cathy and I remain self-supported and have 
spent a good deal of this year working to expand our 
businesses.  

UPDATES ON THE WORK 
  We have been traveling in-person to congregations who 
ask. Most are holding off until things are back to normal. 
Some have requested live video lessons or Zoom classes. 
Let us know what we can do to update your congregation. 
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Newsletter for Don and Cathy Iverson 
& the Evangelists of Southern India 

15,245 BAPTISMS 
192 NEW CONGREGATIONS 

109,890 HEARD THE 
GOSPEL 

      J  A  N  U  A  R  Y       2   0   2   1 

2020 - A BLESSED YEAR! 
  Regarding the growth of the Lord’s kingdom in southern 
India, 2020 was the best year I have experienced in the 24 
years I have worked with these brethren. While COVID 19 
could have been an excuse to slow down or temporarily halt 
the work, it was used by our Indian evangelists as an 
opportunity.  
  India’s COVID lock-down started on March 22, during our 
first soul-winning-campaign of 2020. Our brothers’ spirits 
were not dampened. Though radicals and authorities took 
advantage of the chance to beat some preachers, 
confiscate cell phones and even steal one man’s 
motorcycle, the gospel was taught to 17,429 souls in March- 
of which 2,628 were baptized.      

  In April, American 
brethren opened 
their hearts and 

pocketbooks, 
helping through a 
severe lockdown. 
Our brothers had 
to stealthily work 
through dirt 

pathways, often on foot, to avoid being caught while 
delivering relief. Countless fathers and mothers had been 
facing dire situations, not knowing from day to day how they 
were going to feed their families. By God’s grace, more than 
5,055 families were served.    
  Benevolence should always be done in view of winning 
souls, and in July a campaign was conducted that included 
those we had been feeding. God gave us a bountiful 
increase of 2,856 precious souls, and also wonderful new 
logistical problems. So many new brothers and sisters, 
during a time when the country was in complete lock-down, 
made the work difficult. How would the new converts be 
strengthened and how would they worship?  
  To help, we immediately established 131 new Kingdom 
Builders Saturday training schools. This program assisted 
786 faithful evangelists to regularly visit the new saints and 
strengthen their faith. The plan was very effective, 

evidenced by the fact that less than 10% of the new converts 
have fallen away, even until now.  
  By God’s grace and these brothers’ fervent motivation to 
persuade souls (II Cor. 5:11), a new and very effective plan 
was developed. In order to help the people (while saving 
souls), the Family Open Bible School began on August 3. 
Our evangelists located families in villages who were willing 
to allow other families to come and participate in Bible 
studies for three nights each week, lasting over the course 
of four weeks. The evangelists were given $52 for their 
expenses for the month-long program. During the first 
phase, 670 preachers taught the gospel to 3,350 families, 
or approximately 13,400 individuals. 
  The new Family OBS Program stirred zeal in the 
evangelists as they saw the potential. Because of the nature 
of this program, entire families were obeying, allowing family 
members to hold one another up rather than trying to 
persecute and destroy the faith of single individuals who 
obeyed. In our first Family OBS program, 3,468 obeyed. We 
have never seen such wonderful results and so many 
strengthened new converts in a single program.     
  God’s increase from subsequent gospel campaigns and 
programs yielded church growth beyond anything we 
imagined. By the end of October, the January goal we 
thought had been ambitious (the baptism of 11,750 souls in 
2020) had already been surpassed! 
  December statistics revealed that 15,245 had been 

baptized in 2020. Additionally, 192 
new congregations of the churches 
of Christ had been established. 
Because our primary work is 
planting and watering, we rejoiced 
that 20,630 families/109,890 souls, 
were taught in 2020! God is Great! 
 

FORWARD IN 2021 
 

  A few days ago, I was excited to spend almost three hours 
on a Zoom call with a dozen of my Indian brothers. These 
key leaders and teachers are among the greatest 
evangelists in the world. Our meeting was to prayerfully 

outline new goals and determine the programs that would 
lead us to our objective.     
  By the glory of God, 225 new preacher students have 
qualified and been selected for our 13 conventional 
evangelist training schools. Of these 13 schools, 6 will be 
new. This will mean many more gospel boots-on-the-ground 
in coming decades. Also, further growth will come from the 
expansion of more proven programs such as the Family 
OBS, Kingdom Builder’s and major soul-winning 
campaigns.     
  Over the next two weeks, soul-winning lectureships will be 
conducted in six key areas. These fellowships will motivate 
and spark zealous fires in the hearts of these evangelists, 
setting an even more positive course for 2021.   
  Additionally, new property is being purchased near the 
Tamil Nadu and Andre Pradesh border, where the fourth 
children’s home/hostel (if God wills) will be established this 
year. We believe this home, in this important strategic area, 
will be a great tool for the Lord’s church. It will provide 
knowledge for salvation, food, guidance, clothing and 
education for these little guys and girls. All will be done for 
the glory of our Mighty God.  
  God is blessing us richly, and as I excitedly ponder the 
coming year, I think about the newsletter that will come in 
December 2021. According to faith, and by the hand of our 
Omnipotent God, we believe 2021 will be the best year 
EVER! 
 

NEW YEAR’S AT OUR CAMPUSES 
   

  Our children’s homes continue in a suspended phase, but 
we believe our children will be back very soon. Schools are 
beginning to re-open, and the government is allowing the 
return of some who have been surviving in the most 
desperate situations.  

  It was a joyful 
occasion when 
guardians brought 
many to the 
campuses for New 
Year’s 

Celebrations. At DAI, memory verse competitions, sporting 
events and many fun games went well into the early 

morning of January 1. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
our children to be reunited with their brothers and sisters.  
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

January Activities: 

31st: Potluck 

February Activities: 

24th: Singing 

28th: Potluck 

28th: Mountain States 
Children's Home Change 
Collected 

March Activities: 

9th: Blood Drive

Pray for Rose Cossairt; she has an infection in the bone in her hand. 

On February 4, Sharon Simmons (sister to Andrea Crisp) will have 
surgery for breast cancer. Please pray for all to go well, and as minimal 
pain as possible. Sharon really appreciates all the prayers!!

Our shut-ins and their caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Glenda Brazil as she cares for Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for each 
other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil and Shirley Frisby

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
January 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,474 ..................

Last Week January 24,  3,348 ........

Total After 4 Weeks 13,898 ...........

  

Ruhl Duncan
Billy Henshall 

Dominic Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Picnic Potluck Today 

UPDATE on Janet Crisp 
Janet is doing okay. She's not shown much interest in 
walking since her seizure episode. She's mainly in a 
wheelchair. The facility where she lives has overcome 
their Covid outbreak, and the family is able to see her 
on weekends outside the facility. Thank you for 
remembering Janet in your prayers. 

Youth Group Night  
Friday, February 12th. More details to come. Please 
mark your calendars! 

HELLO!! 
Rose Mae says, Hi, to everyone and 
she misses everyone very much 

VBS Planning Session 
Next Sunday, February 7, following morning worship.  
This meeting will take place in the auditorium, 
directly after morning worship, for approximately 15 
minutes. This is a congregational planning session.  
We'd love to hear your ideas on how to proceed with 
Vacation Bible School this year. This meeting is for 
EVERYONE. 🙂  Also, following the VBS meeting, LTC 
families can stick around for some information on the 
LTC Fun Weekend!!! 

LTC Fun Weekend!   
Please mark your calendars for Friday, April 9 - 
Saturday, April 10.  

Happy Birthday!! 
-Erma Rylander celebrates her 96th birthday 
tomorrow February 1st. 
-Rose Mae Medart celebrates her 99th birthday on 
Friday February 5th.

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Wise Words on Words  
Give people a piece of your heart 
rather than a piece of your mind.  
– Unknown  

A genuine word of kindness is often the best lever 
to raise a depressed spirit to its natural level.  
– Arthur Helps  

We live by encouragement and die without it—
slowly, sadly and angrily.  
– Celeste Holm  

When you pour your 
heart out, it feels lighter.  
– Jewish Proverb  

More people die of 
broken hearts than of 
swelled heads.  
– Charles Hodge  

Sympathy is “your” pain 
in “my” heart—it is two 
hearts tugging at the 
same load.  
– Unknown  

A sorrow shared is a 
sorrow halved.  
– Unknown  

God’s Words on Words  
There is one who speaks 
like the piercings of a 
sword, but the tongue of 

the wise promotes health.  
– Proverbs 12.18  

Anxiety in the heart of man 
causes depression, but a good word makes it glad.  
– Proverbs 12.25  

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness 
to the soul and health to the bones.  
– Proverbs 16.24  

Two are better than one, 
because they have a 
good reward for their 
labor. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his 
companion. But woe to 
him who is alone when 
he falls, for he has no 
one to help him up.  
– Ecclesiastes 4.9–10  

Let no corrupt word 
proceed out of your 
mouth, but what is good 
for necessary 
edification, that it may 
impart grace to the 
hearers.  
– Ephesians 4.29  

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Ruhl’s Rules 


