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Unsung Heroes of the Bible  
Genesis 37.15–17  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Chris Meyer – Genesis 37.15–17  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. People come and go in our lives and  

A. we do not think much of it, or  

B. we come and go in their lives and  

1. they do not think much of it.  

2. Some of that just might be  

a) chance, or  

b) providence, or  

c) who knows what.  

C. In some cases, those people, or you,  

1. are unsung heroes and  

2. that is okay with them.  

II. Then there are other people more well-known,  

A. who are involved in someone else’s life, but  

B. they do not get the glory and that is okay with them.  

1. You may have had people in your life like that, or  

2. you may be like that in someone else’s life.  

III. Consider people in the Bible who were just like what I have mentioned.  

Persuasion:  

I. The Friend of David  

A. When we read the story of David,  

1. all of our attention goes to him, because  

2. that is whom the Holy Spirit wants us to see.  
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B. First, we see him as a youth,  

1. being anointed by Samuel to be the next king of Israel.  

2. However, as we continue in the story of David,  

a) he unintentionally starts to take the spotlight away  

b) from the current king of Israel, King Saul.  

C. Therefore, King Saul set his heart on destroying David.  

1. However, most people in Israel sided with David.  

2. One of those people in Israel  

a) was a man who could have sought glory for himself.  

b) Yet, this man was  

(1) humble before David and  

(2) his loyalty to David was remarkable.  

D. While I enjoy reading the story of David,  

1. this man also captures my attention.  

2. It is very possible  

a) that if God had not brought David into the biblical story,  

b) that this other man would have become just as famous as David.  

E. This man was in a position to receive such glory because  

1. his father was the one who hated David,  

2. his father was King Saul,  

a) which meant that Jonathan  

b) should have been the next king of Israel when his father died.  

F. However, Jonathan stood up for David,  

1. risking his father’s wrath.  

2. Jonathan went out to David and listen to Jonathan’s amazing words:  
 
14 And David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and remained in 
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the mountains in the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but 
God did not deliver him into his hand. 15 So David saw that Saul had 
come out to seek his life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in a 
forest. 16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the 
woods and strengthened his hand in God. 17 And he said to him, “Do 
not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall be 
king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul knows 
that.”  
 
– 1 Samuel 23.14–17  

G.What did Jonathan say?  

1. First, he went to David,  

a) not to harm him,  

b) nor to arrest him, but  

(1) he went there to support him.  

(2) He believed that David was in the right.  

2. Second, he strengthened David’s hand in God.  

a) He wanted David to prosper.  

b) He wanted David to live.  

3. Third, he reassured David that he had nothing to fear because  

a) the hand of King Saul would not find David,  

b) which means that Jonathan would not reveal David’s hiding place.  

4. Fourth, Jonathan confessed that he knew David would be king in Israel.  

5. Fifth, He also said that he would be next to David.  

a) And Jonathan was perfectly content being next to the throne  

b) rather than being on the throne.  

(1) The throne should have gone to him, but  

(a) he willingly gave it up for David, and  

(b) he willingly took second chair.  
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(2) Usually people fight wars to have the throne.  

(a) Not Jonathan!  

(b) This man was a true unsung hero!  

H.You may recall that Jonathan died in battle before David became king.  

1. What the meeting between Jonathan and David was like in heaven?  

2. What did the Lord do for Jonathan for his humility and self-sacrifice?  

II. A Certain Man and Joseph  

A. God made a promise to Abraham  

1. to give him or his family the Land of Canaan, but  

2. the Lord had also said Abraham’s family had to go to another land first.  

a) The current inhabitants of the Land of Canaan  

b) would not reach their God-intolerant levels for several hundred years.  

B. However,  

1. Abraham lived in the Land of Canaan from age 75 to 175,  

2. his son Isaac lived there all of his 180 years, and  

3. his grandson, Jacob had lived a good portion of 147 years there.  

C. They were entrenched in the Land of Canaan,  

1. even more so than we all are in Grants Pass, or even Oregon.  

2. How then do you get the growing family  

a) to move over 400 miles away  

b) to a completely different nation?  

D. Here is what the God of heaven and earth did.  

1. He created a famine in that land and all neighboring lands.  

2. Then he had to have something good happen in the nation  

a) where he wanted to place them temporarily.  

b) So he took one of Abraham’s great grandsons and  
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(1) moved him to that foreign nation.  

(2) However, he had to insure that he got down there.  

E. So here is what happen.  

1. Remember that the ten older brothers hated the 11th son, Joseph.  

2. While Jacob’s ten older sons were away tending the sheep,  

3. Jacob wanted to know how they were doing.  

a) Watch what Jacob did and  

b) see how Joseph kind of gets lost, but  

(1) he meets someone along the way and  

(2) notice what this man does or says:  
 
12 Then his brothers went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. 
13 And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding the 
flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.”  So he said to 
him, “Here I am.” 14 Then he said to him, “Please go and see if it 
is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring 
back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, 
and he went to Shechem. 15 Now a certain man found him, and 
there he was, wandering in the field. And the man asked him, say-
ing, “What are you seeking?” 16 So he said, “I am seeking my 
brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks.” 17 
And the man said, “They have departed from here, for I heard 
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers 
and found them in Dothan.  
 
– Genesis 37.12–17  

F. You probably know what happened next.  

1. The ten brothers saw Joseph and  

2. conspired to kill him.  

a) However, the oldest brother Reuben intervened and  

b) suggested that they throw him in a pit  

(1) with the intention of eventually taking him back to their father.  
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(2) Then Judah steps in and figures  

(a) that they could make some money off Joseph  

(b) by selling him to some passing traders.  

G.The traders take Joseph to Egypt,  

1. four hundred miles away, and  

2. they sold him to the Egyptian captain of the guard.  

a) You know the story,  

b) how Joseph ended up in prison, and  

(1) he came into contact with a couple of servants of Pharaoh, and  

(2) Pharaoh had a dream that according to Joseph  

(a) Meant that seven years of plenty were coming, 

(b) followed by seven years of famine.  

i) Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of preparing for the famine.  

ii) Then Jacob learns that there is bread in Egypt, and  

(1) eventually the whole family ends up in Egypt,  

(2) reunited with Joseph, and  

(a) the family remained in Egypt for 400 years,  

(b) growing into at least 3.5 million people.  

H.During that time the sins of the people back in the Land of Canaan grew  

1. to where the Lord had to remove them from the land and  

2. so he sent Moses  

a) to retrieve the children of Israel and  

b) to bring them to the Land of Canaan.  

I. Here is the thing.  

1. Why do you think the Holy Spirit wanted Moses to note that man?  

2. What if that “certain man” had not found Joseph?  
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3. Who was that man?  

a) What was his name?  

b) From where did he come and where did he go?  

(1) Obviously, we have no answers to those questions.  

(2) Yet, do you see the pivotal role  

(3) this man played in the promises of God to Abraham,  

(a) which promises become the foundation of the biblical story?  

(b) It was all just because he saw a 17-year old kid  

i) wandering around,  

ii) looking like he was lost or  

(1) that he did not know what he was doing.  

(2) So out of compassion,  

(a) he asked the teenager  

(b) what he was seeking.  

(c) When he got the answer  

(d) he told him where to go to find his brothers, and  

(e) then the story continues to follow Joseph and  

(f) we never hear another thing about or from this 
man ever again!  

J. He came and went in Joseph’s life for a very short time.  

1. He would not have known Joseph, nor  

2. would he have known Joseph’s part in world history.  

III. A Special Garment  

A. Psalm 22 prophesied of the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.  

1. The Psalm pictures  

a) his prayers on the cross,  
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b) his mockery by his enemies while they were crucifying him,  

c) the horrendous bodily pain he experienced, and  

d) what the Roman soldiers would do while he hung there:  
 
18 They divide My garments among them,  
  And for My clothing they cast lots.  
 
  – Psalm 22.18  

2. Who knew how all those prophecies in that Psalm would find fulfillment?  

a) And who knew a thousand years later  

b) how anyone would have part in making that prophecy fulfilled?  

B. When the Roman soldiers had brought Jesus to the place of crucifixion, and  

1. after they stripped him,  

2. they saw something unusual about his clothing:  
 
23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments 
and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the 
tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. 24 They said 
therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, 
whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:  
 
 “They divided My garments among them,  
 And for My clothing they cast lots.”  
 
Therefore the soldiers did these things.  
 
– John 19.23–24  

a) The dividing of the four garment parts fulfilled the first line, and  

b) the casting of lots for the tunic fulfilled the last line of Psalm 22.18.  

(1) The maker of the tunic did not seek to fulfill the prophecy, but  

(2) just made something special for a special man.  

(a) The Roman soldiers undoubtedly did not know the prophecy.  
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(b) Yet, both parties did things that fulfilled prophecy.  

C. Whoever made that tunic,  

1. unknowingly made something  

2. that would prompt Roman soldiers,  

a) who had no knowledge of this prophecy,  

b) not to tear it apart.  

D. Who made the tunic?  

1. Was it a tradesman?  

2. Was it a talented woman or man  

a) who had been touched by the ministry of Jesus, and  

b) just wanted to do something special for him?  

(1) From where did this person come and  

(2) to where did this person go after the crucifixion?  

3. The Bible never identifies the maker of the tunic, but  

a) God knows the tunic-maker and  

b) he shall bless the tunic-maker, as Jesus once said:  
 
42 “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold wa-
ter in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no 
means lose his reward.”  
 
– Matthew 10.42  

E. Did the tunic-maker know that Jesus is the Son of the living God?  

1. Was the tunic-maker aware of Psalm 22?  

2. Did the tunic-maker invite Jesus over and  

a) measure him for the tunic,  

b) although I do not think a measurement would have been necessary?  

F. Just like the “certain man,”  
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1. we know nothing about this person.  

2. Yet, look at the huge part  

a) that person had in a prophecy surrounding  

b) the death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Exhortation:  

I. What are we to make of these three stories? 

A. You might be a Jonathan to a David, or  

1. you might have a Jonathan in your life.  

B. You might be a certain man or woman to a Joseph, or  

1. you might have a brief encounter with a certain man or woman.  

C. You may have made something and given it away, or  

1. you may have been the beneficiary of a unique gift.  

D. Whatever or whoever it was,  

1. only God knows how it affected  

2. that person’s life or yours.  

II. Or all of us at some time or another have probably played all those roles.  

A. God placed you here and now for his own reasons.  

B. What will you do with your life?  

1. Do you have confidence that he is running your life?  

2. If so, do your best with the daily moments you encounter and  

a) God shall take care of it from there.  

b) However, do not let yourself be used by him  

(1) only to fail to prepare for life after death.  

(2) Right now you have the chance to do something about it. 


