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The Bible and Foods, Part 3  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dominic Meyer – Matthew 26.26–27  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – The death of Christ  

Prelude:  

I. From ancient times to modern times,  

A. grapes and vineyards have occupied a major place in society.  

B. We do not know much about Noah after the Flood, but  

1. Genesis 9.20 shows that he planted a vineyard.  

2. How many things did Noah do in his 350 years after the Flood?  

a) He made a sacrifice to God upon exiting the Ark.  

b) Secondly, it shows him planting a vineyard and  

(1) getting drunk and  

(2) exposing himself.  

(a) This information was given to show the reason for why the 
Canaanites became the way that they did,  

(b) for Ham and his son Canaan mocked Noah while drunk and 
naked.  

II. Also, Joseph had contact with Pharaoh, because  

A. he interpreted a dream of one of Pharaohs servants,  

B. which was about grapes and a vine.  

III. The Scriptures show that most Israelites had vineyards, and  

A. while that is not true today, yet,  

B. vineyards have become big business  

1. so that the owners are generally wealthy people.  

2. In Genesis 49, Jacob spoke of what the tribe of Judah would be like:  
 
11 “Binding his donkey to the vine,  
 And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,  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 He washed his garments in wine,  
 And his clothes in the blood of grapes.”  
 
 – Genesis 49.11  

Persuasion:  

I. Israel, Grapes, and Vineyards  

A. Regulations for vineyards:  

1. Leviticus 19.10 do not gather every grape but leave for the poor  

2. Leviticus 25  

a) Seventh year Sabbath  

b) The year of Jubilee  

3. Deuteronomy 22.9 they could only plant with one kind of seed  

B. Nazirites  

1. Had to avoid the grape in any form – Numbers 6.3  
 
3 “…he shall separate himself from wine and similar drink; he shall drink 
neither vinegar made from wine nor vinegar made from similar drink; 
neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or raisins.”  
 
– Numbers 6.3 

2. Even Samson’s mother while with child, could not eat grapes in any form  
 
14 “She may not eat anything that comes from the vine, nor may she 
drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I com-
manded her let her observe.”  
 
– Judges 13.14  

C. Considered a blessing  

1. Deuteronomy 32.14  
 
14 “Curds from the cattle, and milk of the flock,  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 With fat of lambs;  
 And rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,  
 With the choicest wheat;  
 And you drank wine, the blood of the grapes.”  
 
 – Deuteronomy 32.14  

2. Reap already established vineyards – Joshua 24.13  
 
13 “I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which 
you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and 
olive groves which you did not plant.’  
 
– Joshua 24.13  

3. First Kings 4.25 dwelling safely under one’s vine.  
 
25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig 
tree, from Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.  
 
– 1 Kings 4.25  

a) Erma Denham  

4. First Kings 21.1ff Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard.  

a) This is when we learn about Jezebel.  

b) We know her because of killing to obtain a vineyard.  

D. Metaphor for Israel  

1. Psalm 80.8, 14–15  
 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;  
 You have cast out the nations, and planted it.  
 – Psalm 80.8  
 
14 Return, we beseech You, O God of hosts;  
 Look down from heaven and see,  
 And visit this vine  
15 And the vineyard which Your right hand has planted,  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 And the branch that You made strong for Yourself.  
 – Psalm 80.14–15  

2. Psalm 128.3  
 
3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine  
 In the very heart of your house,  
 Your children like olive plants  
 All around your table.  
 
 – Psalm 128.3  

E. Sign of wealth  

1. Ecclesiastes 2.4  
 
4 I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vine-
yards.  
 
– Ecclesiastes 2.4  

F. Marriage  

1. Song 2.13–15  
 
13 “The fig tree puts forth her green figs,  
 And the vines with the tender grapes  
 Give a good smell.  
 Rise up, my love, my fair one,  
 And come away!  
14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,  
 In the secret places of the cliff,  
 Let me see your face,  
 Let me hear your voice;  
 For your voice is sweet,  
 And your face is lovely.  
15 Catch us the foxes,  
 The little foxes that spoil the vines,  
 For our vines have tender grapes.  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 – Song 2.13–15  

2. Song 7.8  
 
8 I said, “I will go up to the palm tree,  
 I will take hold of its branches.”  
 Let now your breasts be like clusters of the vine,  
 The fragrance of your breath like apples…  
 
 – Song 7.8  

G.Israel was God’s vineyard  

1. Isaiah 5  

2. Jeremiah 2.21  
 
21 “Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality.  
 How then have you turned before Me  
 Into the degenerate plant of an alien vine?”  
 
 – Jeremiah 2.21  

II. Other Uses  

A. Jeremiah 31.29 fathers ate sour grapes  

III. The Church  

A. Micah 4.4  
 
4 But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree,  
  And no one shall make them afraid;  
  For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.  
 
  – Micah 4.4  

B. Matthew 20.1ff parables  

C. John 15 Jesus is the vine, we are the branches  

D. The Lord’s Supper  
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1. What I discovered about Exodus 12  

a) My correspondence with Steve Lloyd  

2. Matthew 26.29  
 
29 “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”  
 
– Matthew 26.29  

3. First Corinthians  

a) 10. 

b) 11.17–


