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Are You Afraid of the Judgment?  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – First John 4.17–19  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on the Judgment  

Prelude:  

I. How many governments and how many businesses  

A. do not expect their people to show  

B. that they have completed the job assigned to them?  

1. You know that everyone is expected to show  

2. that they have done their assignment.  

II. What happens if they have completed what they were hired to do?  

A. They are paid.  

B. If they continue to render good service,  

1. they might get a bonus or  

2. they might get a promotion.  

III. What happens if they fail to do their job?  

A. They may lose their job or  

B. be penalized in some way.  

IV. God created us with a purpose in mind.  

A. If we have done our job,  

B. he will reward us.  

1. If we have failed to do our job,  

2. he will penalize us.  

Persuasion:  

I. What Is the Judgment?  

A. Matthew 25 shows how it begins:  
 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with 
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Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on 
His right hand, but the goats on the left.”  
 
– Matthew 25.31–33  

1. There will be a time when the Son of Man, Jesus, comes in glory.  

a) We call this the Second Coming of Christ.  

b) The holy angels will accompany him.  

2. After he has retrieved all of mankind, he will sit on the throne of his glory.  

3. Everyone, you and I, will be standing before him.  

4. He will then separate everyone into one of two groups.  

a) He will put the sheep, his followers, on his right.  

b) He will put the goats, those not his followers, on his left.  

5. He continued to say in the part that I did not read,  

a) that he will invite those on his right into heaven, and  

b) he will explain to them why they are invited.  

6. He will then turn his attention to the other group,  

a) he will tell them to depart into the everlasting fire, and  

b) he will explain to them why he is sending them away forever.  

7. One group loved people and the other group did not.  

B. Romans 14 shows three things that we will do at the Judgment:  
 
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for 
your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 
For it is written:  
 
  “As I live, says the LORD,  
  Every knee shall bow to Me,  
  And every tongue shall confess to God.”  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12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let 
us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a 
stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.  
 
– Romans 14.10–13  

1. Again, we will all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  

2. Notice the three things that we will do:  

a) We will bow the knee to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

b) We will confess to God.  

c) We will give account of ourselves to God.  

3. Therefore, we should not judge one another over inconsequential matters.  

a) The Lord will judge my brother.  

b) Therefore, I do not have to do it.  

4. Rather, we should help our brother by not causing him to stumble or fall.  

C. Second Corinthians 5.10 shows that we live life with the Judgment in mind:  
 
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleas-
ing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are 
well known in your consciences.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 5.9–11  

1. The aim of our lives is to please Christ.  

2. We have that aim because  

a) we shall appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ  

b) to receive what we have done while in our bodies.  

(1) That will be determined by the kind of life we lived,  

(2) whether it was good or bad.  
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3. Those things being true,  

a) we also want to persuade men  

b) to live a life of good.  

II. Hades and Judgment  

A. What is Hades?  

B. From the foregoing passages,  

1. it seems that once we arrive at the Judgment Seat of Christ,  

2. things have already been determined.  

a) Why is there this waiting place  

b) if everything is already determined once we die?  

C. What do we do when someone commits an obvious murder?  

1. We arrest the “suspect.”  

2. We put him into jail.  

a) Jail seems like prison, but  

b) jail is a temporary holding place,  

(1) whereas prison is long term, and  

(2) for some it is lifelong.  

3. We put him on trial.  

a) The jury convicts him.  

b) The judge sentences him.  

D. Why do we go through that process  

1. when everyone can see  

2. that man committed the crime?  

a) We have to be fair.  

b) He needs to have his day in court.  

c) He needs to be able to have his say.  
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E. Hades and Judgment are similar.  

1. The spirits of everyone who dies  

2. enters the unseen abode of the spirits of the dead.  

F. Revelation 20 shows these things happening,  

1. along with the other passages  

2. that I have already shown you:  
 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, 
and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the 
things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire.  
 
– Revelation 20.11–15  

a) This passage reveals at least three books at the Judgment:  

(1) The Bible  

(2) Our Book  

(3) The Book of Life  

b) All the people came from the Sea, Death, and Hades.  

(1) The Lord will use the Bible in the Judgment.  

(2) He will compare our lives with the Scriptures.  

(3) Then if our names are in the Book of Life, we enter heaven.  

c) The names of those not in the Book of Life will enter the lake of fire.  

III. Judgment for the Christian  

A. Hebrews 10 shows  
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1. that for Christians  

2. there sins will not be brought up at the Judgment:  
 
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will 
write them,” 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.”  
 
– Hebrews 10.16–17  

a) God remembers our sin no more.  

b) If he did bring up our sins at the Judgment,  

(1) the sins from which we have repented, and  

(2) the sins that he forgave,  

(a) if he brought up those sins at the Judgment,  

(b) then he is remembering those sins.  

3. Is not the whole purpose of being saved  

a) to have our sins forgiven, and  

b) to enter into heaven?  

Exhortation:  

I. First John 4.17–19 gives us assurance at the Judgment:  
 
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear 
in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he 
who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first 
loved us.  
 
– 1 John 4.17–19  

A. Do you love?  

1. Do you love “the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength”? (Mark 12.30)?  
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2. Do you love “love your neighbor as yourself”? (Mark 12.31)?  

3. Do you love your brethren as Jesus loved you? (John 13.34)?  

II. If you answered, No, to any of those questions,  

A. do whatever you have to do  

B. to be able to answer yes.  

III. That passage is for the Christian.  

A. What if you are not a Christian?  

B. Repent right now and start loving.  

1. Showing love will lead you to do all the things  

2. that we just saw that leads to heaven.  

C. Be born again, for  

1. if you are not born again,  

2. you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven:  
 
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of wa-
ter and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  
 
– John 3.5 


