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Freedom of Speech and the Christian  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Bryan Rich – Matthew 12.36–37  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Angry Words  

Prelude:  

I. Freedom of speech is a big thing right now because  

A. many people see that it is being taken away 

1. to some degree  

2. in certain contexts.  

B. However, often one extreme begets the opposite extreme  

1. as people overreact to error.  

2. Therefore, some people proclaim:  
 
“I can say whatever I want, whenever I want, with impunity.”  

II. As great as freedom of speech is  

A. it has limitations, restrictions, or regulations.  

B. To some people, that sounds like the opposite of freedom.  

1. However, think with me and  

2. then let me show you what Scripture says.  

Persuasion:  

I. Freedom of Speech and Civil Law  

A. The First Amendment applies to Congress:  
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.”  

B. Can this have any limitations?  

1. We cannot go into one another’s homes and  
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2. say what we want.  

C. The First Amendment does not apply to your employer.  

1. People are losing their jobs because  

2. of something they said on social media.  

a) Some employers now are searching social media  

b) before hiring new employees.  

(1) Why?  

(2) We represent that company even when we are not working.  

D. Can the government limit some forms of speech? Think about it:  

1. What about incitements to violence?  

2. What about obscenity?  

a) For example, the government owns the airways.  

b) Therefore, obscenity has generally been restricted.  

3. What about secrets?  

a) Such as the military?  

b) Such as the spy agency?  

E. How about the old expression of yelling, “Fire,” in a crowded theater?  

F. What about in court?  

G.Then what about us as Christians?  

II. Freedom of Speech and Biblical Law  

A. We cannot bear false witness  

1. Exodus 20.16  
 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  
 
– Exodus 20.16  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2. Matthew 19.18  
 
18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ 
'You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear 
false witness…’”  
 
– Matthew 19.18  

B. The Lord does not restrict just what we say, but  

1. what we think,  

2. what we feel, even  

3. our motives.  

C. Taking the Lord’s Name in Vain  
 
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.”  
– Exodus 20.7  
 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not 
swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for 
it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor 
shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more 
than these is from the evil one.”  
– Matthew 5.33–37  

1. Such as in bolstering false testimony  

2. Frivolous oaths  

3. The flippant use of his name  

D. First Peter 3.10  
 
10 “He who would love life  
  And see good days,  
  Let him refrain his tongue from evil,  
  And his lips from speaking deceit.”  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  – 1 Peter 3.10  

1. Slander  

2. Corrupt speech  

3. Gossip  

4. Divisive talk  

5. Grumbling and complaining  
 
14 Do all things without complaining and disputing…  
 
– Philippians 2.14  

a) Some people would have nothing to say  

b) if they excluded these things from their speech.  
 
9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be con-
demned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!  
 
– James 5.9  

E. Proverbs 10.19 shows why we need to be careful with how much we speak:  
 
19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking,  
  But he who restrains his lips is wise.  
 
  – Proverbs 10.19  

F. Vain words in prayer  
 
5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But 
you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, 
pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly. 7 And when you pray, do not use vain repeti-
tions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many 
words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things 
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you have need of before you ask Him.”  
 
– Matthew 6.5–8  

G.Praise worthy speech:  

1. Proverbs 16.21  
 
21 The wise in heart will be called prudent,  
 And sweetness of the lips increases learning.  
 
 – Proverbs 16.21  

2. Proverbs 16.23  
 
23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth,  
 And adds learning to his lips.  
 
 – Proverbs 16.23  

3. Proverbs 22.11  
 
11 He who loves purity of heart  
 And has grace on his lips,  
 The king will be his friend.  
 – Proverbs 22.11  

4. Zephaniah 3.9  
 
9 “For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language,  
 That they all may call on the name of the LORD,  
 To serve Him with one accord.  
 
 – Zephaniah 3.9  

5. First Corinthians 14.9  
 
9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to under-
stand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into 
the air.  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– 1 Corinthians 14.9  

6. Sound  
 
8 …sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an oppo-
nent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.  
 
– Titus 2.8  

7. Ephesians 4.15  
 
15 …speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is 
the head—Christ…  
 
– Ephesians 4.15  

Exhortation:  

I. Matthew 12.33–37  
 
33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and 
its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, 
being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good 
things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I 
say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it 
in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned.”  
 
– Matthew 12.33–37 


