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Instagram Christianity

Death and the Christian

 Valiant Youth

March 21; Volume 98, Number 12 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 

Serm
ons

10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

Every social media platform has its own 
personality. Facebook is a great vehicle to 
keep connected with family, but it can be 
filled with conspiracies. Twitter can be fun 

and informative, but it can also be cruel and joyless. 
Instagram can be a nice place to share photos and 
short videos with family and friends, but it can also be 
extraordinarily shallow. Some people are Instagram 
celebrities. They have carefully cultivated an image 
that sells. They attract a following that allows them to 
sponsor products and reap benefits. As our lives are 
being lived more online in recent years, many things 
have changed about us. Our attention spans have 
slowly been reduced. Our ability to be in the moment 
for more than just a moment has degraded. We are 
always connected and yet not really connected to 
anyone. Those personal changes also impact our walk 
with God. Conspiracies and political idolatry can 
creep into our sojourn. Our lives, which should be 
filled with joy, can become heartless and harsh. Our 
discipleship can become hollow. Give thought for just 
a moment to how our Christianity can become the 
worst of Instagram. 
Polished 
We all want to see nice pictures. Framing and lighting 
are important. Good Instagram posts are polished. 
Christianity is often raw and unvarnished. The Bible is 
full of mistakes, missteps, and sins. Peter denied our 
Lord and was opposed by Paul (Gal 2:11). The 
prophets suffered, the disciples had doubts, John tried 
to worship an angel. We serve a persecuted Savior, 
and we will suffer persecution (2 Tim 3:12).  Jesus told 
his disciples, “A servant is not greater than his master. 
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you” (John 15:20). Jesus expects those who choose to 
follow him to first count the cost (Luke 14:25-33). We 
cannot gloss over the difficulties of the Way. 

Entertaining 
Good Instagram posts are entertaining. There are 
amazing musicians and spectacular sports highlights 
on Instagram. It can be tempting to try to make 
Christianity entertaining. Rewarding? Yes! Entertaining? 
Not really. Worship is not like a concert or sporting 
event. We must not be spectators. We are to engage in 
worship to God. Christianity does not need to be dull 
or humorless. The Bible is the most amazing book 
known to man. A disciple of Jesus must be filled with 
joy. We are all familiar with the admonition, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always; again I say rejoice!” (Phil 4:4). 
Jesus wants his disciples to be filled with joy to the 
overflowing (see John 15:11). But we must not sell 
Christianity as a spectator event. It must be lived! 
Staged 
Have you ever seen “behind the scenes” of some of 
these Instagram photos? What appeared to be the 
perfect setting in some exotic locale, is really a kiddie 
pool in a cramped backyard. We want to present the 
best and hide the worst. Yet the best doesn’t happen 
without hard labor. The wise man, Solomon, once 
wrote, “Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, 
but abundant crops come by the strength of the 
ox” (Prov 14:4). There is value in showing people the 
labor and sweat. We are real people! is messy. I am 
not perfect, nor are you. At some point people will 
come into contact with our failings. Presenting 
something less than the full frame will only make 
those moments of failure more embarrassing.If you 
enjoy sharing photos on Instagram that’s great! Hey, 
maybe you make a little money along the way. Be a 
good representative of Jesus as you go.But let us not 
give in to the temptation to live or promote the 
Instagram version of Christianity. That is not what Jesus 
died for, and it is not what he is coming back to save 
(Heb 9:28). Be real, be you, be like Jesus.
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Psalm 46:1-2 
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  Because of the lock-down, it had been a year since we had been 
with our brothers and sisters in India. Finally, after seemingly 
impossible probabilities, we were able to return.  
  Our 777 held more than 250 passengers and we were the only 
ones of our kind. Arriving in Mumbai, one of the largest airports 
in the world, we were the only apparent foreigners. On our United 
international flight, the attendant actually approached us to ask 
how we had managed to be on board. It was not easy to get 
approval, and we felt very blessed. 
 

REJOICING IN FELLOWSHIP          

 
  One of the first orders-of-business was to meet with teams of 
men who had worked so hard during the lock-down. We praised 
God for His abundant blessings, celebrating 15,245 baptisms and 
192 new congregations in 2020. One-by-one, I asked the men to 
recount their experiences during the lock-down. At the 
conclusion, I asked the men what we could do to help make 2021 
as successful as 2020. They replied, “Send another lock-down, as 
it gave opportunity to glorify God through His church.” 
  The police force was diligent to keep everyone off of the streets, 
but our brothers, with their recently acquired auto-rickshaw, 

carried cookies and water to the policemen. In response, the 
officers appreciated the brothers and encouraged them, telling 
them to keep on working and to inform them in case they ran into 
any problem. 
  The hardship placed on these 
faithful evangelists was observed 
by the people they served. Their 
dedication helped lead many to 
obey. Some of these poor faithful  
servants had taken money from 
their own pockets to help and feed 
the masses - even before receiving 
help from the churches in America. 
Look closely at the front of the 
vehicle for the church label.  

  In the photo, I simply could not help but hug 
Solomon. If his face bears a look of 
discomfort, it is probably because he is 
uncomfortable. Hugs are not common in their 
culture, but my brothers endure my 
persistence. I love these men for their love 
and dedication to our Lord. 
  I also met 
with key 
evangelists in 
Madurai and 

Kanniyakumari. In the photo, 
Muthusami smiled as he described 
some of his 2020 experiences.          
 

A DIFFICULT TIME FOR OUR CHILDREN 
  Because of the pandemic, the government forced us to take all of 
the children out of our campuses. For the past nine months, many 
of you have been praying for these little guys. About seventy-
percent of the children have now been allowed to return. The rest 
are not permitted back until schools are re-opened for the smaller 
children.  
  Our hearts broke as we interviewed children who have returned. 
Some were not fed regularly by their guardians. Others faced great 

difficulties as relatives tried to force them to worship in the Hindu 
temples. In a couple of instances, these children were beaten by 
drunken relatives. This should not come as a surprise as their kin 
had not wanted them when they were originally brought to us. 
  One of our sixteen-year-old girls, Varasithi, along with her two 
younger brothers, had been brought to our campus several years 
ago, after the death of their parents. This sweet responsible girl 
had found a night-shift job and was caring for her younger 
brothers.  
  Because of the lock-down, these three were sent to the home of 
an uncle. During our interview, Varasathi began to sob. She had 
been allowed back on the campus, but the Child Welfare 
Committee, because of their young age, still did not allow her 
brothers to come. She revealed how her uncle had been getting 
drunk, beating them and sending them out of his home. Some 
nights, they found an empty house in which to sleep. She was so 
worried about her little brothers.  
  The next morning, we filed a report with the CWC 
and went immediately to collect the boys. 
Veerakumar, the youngest, was so frail. His 
eardrum was damaged and because of an infection 
in his foot, he could hardly walk. The photo was 
taken as they pulled back into the campus. The past 
nine months had been very difficult. 

  After an hour, I spotted 
all three siblings sitting 
beside the worship hall on the DAI 
campus. All had smiles on their faces 
and Varasithi waved to us 
enthusiastically (photo left).  
  We are so thankful that God has given 

us these homes, these places of refuge, but I feel we let these 
children down. Some of the staff have been dismissed. 
  In another, almost tragic, instance, one of our thirteen-year-old 
hostel girls had been forced to live back among her tribal people 
and was betrothed by her relatives in marriage. Often, these 
gypsy-style-people betroth their daughters for money, or for the 
convenience of getting rid of them. Though illegal in India, 
childhood marriages continue in many places.  

BACK TO 
INDIA 

Photo: Protective gear 
was required on all 
flights. Our international 
flight required us to wear 
a mask for 15 hours.  

   

  After getting wind of the arrangement, Sathish, the director at the 
DNI campus, immediately forced the authorities to allow him to 
bring the girl back to the home. She was rescued just in time and all but 
one of the nine hostel children are now back in our care. 

  Murugan (photo) is seven-years-old. He 
had been placed with relatives, but they 
turned him over to a hostel. I know this little 
guy well.  
  After eating only vegetables for two weeks, 
he caught a chicken, killed it, plucked its 
feathers and boiled it. The attendants asked 
him what he had done with their chicken. He 
explained that they had not fed him meat for 
two weeks so he prepared the hen for 
himself. He is thankful to now be back at his 

home, where he is fed a regular diet of meat, vegetables and fruit.  
  Nithya and Sivaraj, two of the 
parentless children we have 
raised on our DAI campus, 
stopped by Cathy and my 
apartment to present us with an 
invitation to their March 15 
wedding. Sivaraj is a supervisor 
in a manufacturing company. 
Nithya received training, while 
in our care, as a fashion designer and seamstress and is now working in 
that capacity. We anticipate great spiritual blessings as a result of this 
union. 
 

GETTING BACK INTO THE US 
 

  While not as challenging as getting into India, 
before returning to New York we had to have a 
negative RT-PCR test (unflattering photo to the 
left). Only a few facilities in India are sanctioned 
by the American government to perform the tests. 
Because of this, we had to fly to Chennai for the 
procedure and wait for two days for the results. 
Only then were we allowed to board our return 
flight.  
  This three-week visit was short but action-
packed. We had to return because our Indian visas 

expired on March 8. We are now applying for new visas. Please pray!   
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Pamban is located on the thin peninsula stretching toward Sri 
Lanka. Our brothers have been working for several years to 

establish congregations here and God has blessed their efforts. 

There are now congregations in every 
one of Tamil Nadu’s 38 districts. 
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Pamban is located on the thin peninsula stretching toward Sri 
Lanka. Our brothers have been working for several years to 

establish congregations here and God has blessed their efforts. 

There are now congregations in every 
one of Tamil Nadu’s 38 districts. 
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Who Am I 
Favorite color: Red 

Favorite food: Chicken 

When I grow up I want to be a : 
Translator 

Favorite subject: Choir and social 
studies 

If you know who I am, come find me. 
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

March Activities: 

28th: Potluck 

31st: Singing 

April Activities: 

5th: Youth Event (Purposeful Purity) 

9th: LTC Fun Day

Pray for Hannah Morton; she has COVID. (Kerri Ruhl's niece) 

Prayers for Jarred Lowe; he had surgery and is in the hospital. (Betty Lowe's grandson)

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Glenda Brazil as she cares for 
Mildred 

Jack Collier & Marie care for 
each other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
March 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,194 ..................

Last Week March 14,  3,633 .........

Total After 12 Weeks 38,337 .........

  

Amberg Nash Crisp
Nick Noveske 

Jackson Meyer

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 

Calendar:

Potluck Next Week 
We are still having a picnic style 
potluck until further notice. So plan 
to bring your peanut butter 
sandwich and fellowship after 
services. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

12.15 – The way of a fool is right in his own eyes 

12.16 – A fool’s wrath is known at once, 

13.16 – A fool lays open his folly.  

13.19 – It is an abomination to fools to depart from evil.  

14.9 – Fools mock at sin.  

14.29 – He who is impulsive exalts folly.  

15.5 – A fool despises his father’s instruction.  

15.21 – Folly is joy to him who is destitute of discernment.  

17.7 – Excellent speech is not becoming to a fool.  

18.2 – A fool has no delight in understanding. 

26.11 – A fool repeats his folly. 

28.26 – He who trusts in his own heart is a fool. 

A Fool’s 
Nature 

All references are to 
the Book of Proverbs 


