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Is God Deformed?  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • March 28, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Dan Calvert – Ephesians 3.20–21  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on God’s power and ability  

Prelude:  

I. I want to show you today  

A. that God is not deformed,  

B. that God is not handicapped.  

II. He is able to keep his promises, and  

A. he is able to work in your life,  

B. helping you with any situation of life that you face.  

Persuasion:  

I. Genesis 18 

A. God made a promise to Abraham to give him descendants without numbers.  

B. Years passed, 25 to be exact!  

1. Finally, God promised that in a year or so,  

2. Abraham and Sarah would have a son.  

C. Sarah heard God make this promise to Abraham.  

1. She considered  

a) that Abraham was 99 and  

b) that she was 89 and had passed the age of having children.  

2. Moses wrote:  
 
12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown 
old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”  
 
– Genesis 18.12  

D. In response the Lord had something to say to Abraham:  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13 “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am 
old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will re-
turn to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”  
 
– Genesis 18.13–14  

II. Numbers 11  

A. Israel was getting tired of eating manna every day:  
 
4 Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense crav-
ing; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: “Who will give us 
meat to eat? 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cu-
cumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our 
whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our 
eyes!”  
 
– Numbers 11.4–6  

B. Then Moses started complaining about the burden he had to bear in leading 
Israel:  
 
13 “Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they weep all 
over me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’”  
 
– Numbers 11.13  

C. The Lord revealed that he would do two things:  

1. First, he would take of the spirit of Moses and disperse it upon 70 elders.  

2. Second,  
 
18 “Then you shall say to the people, Consecrate yourselves for tomor-
row, and you shall eat meat; for you have wept in the hearing of the 
LORD, saying, ‘Who will give us meat to eat? For it was well with us in 
Egypt.’ Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat. 19 You 
shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor 
twenty days, 20 but for a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils 
and becomes loathsome to you, because you have despised the LORD 
who is among you, and have wept before Him, saying, ‘Why did we ever 
come up out of Egypt?’”  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– Numbers 11.18–20  

D. Even the great man of faith, Moses, doubted that such a feat could be done:  
 
21 “The people whom I am among are six hundred thousand men on foot; 
yet You have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole 
month.’ 22 Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to provide 
enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to provide enough for them?”  
 
– Numbers 11.21–22  

E. Then the Lord gave Moses something to think on:  
 
23 “Has the LORD’S arm been shortened? Now you shall see whether what 
I say will happen to you or not.”  
 
– Numbers 11.23  

III. Second Kings 7  
 
1 Then Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the LORD: Tomor-
row about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two 
seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.” 2 So an officer on whose 
hand the king leaned answered the man of God and said, “Look, if the LORD 
would make windows in heaven, could this thing be?” And he said, “In fact, 
you shall see it with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.”  
 
– 2 Kings 7.1–2  

A. The windows of heaven produced Noah’s Flood, along with underground wa-
ter – Genesis 7.11; 8.2  

B. Malachi 3.10 shows the windows of heaven that more will come than man 
can handle.  

IV. Psalm 78  

A. Asaph, the writer of Psalm 78, began by asking us to hear what he has to say.  
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B. He then explained why they needed to hear his words,  

1. that they might have their hope in God, and  

2. not be stubborn like the generation in the wilderness.  

C. He reminded them in verses 9–11  

1. that although Ephraim had been armed,  

2. they had to retreat in battle because  

a) they did not keep the covenant that God made with them, and  

b) they forgot his words and refused to obey him.  

D. That was in spite of the fact  

1. that they saw his works against the Egyptians and  

2. how he provided for them in the wilderness.  

E. Nevertheless, they just kept sinning, and  

1. even challenged his ability to provide for them,  

2. after they had seen what he had already done for them:  
 
17  But they sinned even more against Him  
  By rebelling against the Most High in the wilderness.  
18  And they tested God in their heart  
  By asking for the food of their fancy.  
19  Yes, they spoke against God:  
  They said, “Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?  
20  Behold, He struck the rock,  
  So that the waters gushed out,  
  And the streams overflowed.  
  Can He give bread also?  
  Can He provide meat for His people?”  
 
  – Psalm 78.17–20  

a) They challenged him, saying  

(1) that he could do one type of work, but  

(2) they did not know whether he could do another.  
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b) They saw that he provided water for them, but  

(1) in their minds that did not mean  

(2) that he could provide bread and meat!  

F. Do we get that way with the Lord?  

1. We read of great things that he did for Israel and the church, but  

2. we question whether he can help us  

a) with the struggles of living that we have.  

b) It is as though we think God is deformed.  

V. Isaiah 50  

A. The Lord had Isaiah ask the Jews a few questions in verse 1, namely  

1. Where was the certificate of their mother’s divorce?  

2. To which creditor did the Lord sell Judah?  

a) He answered his own questions  

(1) that they had sold themselves by their iniquities and  

(2) that their mother had been put away because of her transgressions.  

b) The point being that he could take them back.  

(1) They could not produce a certificate of divorce.  

(2) He had not sold them to Babylon to pay off a debt.  

c) It was their own sins that brought on their suffering.  

B. Yet, the Jews seemed to think  

1. that the Lord could not redeem them from Babylon.  

2. In their minds, it was an impossible task:  
 
2 Why, when I came, was there no man?  
 Why, when I called, was there none to answer?  
 Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem?  
 Or have I no power to deliver?  
 Indeed with My rebuke I dry up the sea,  
 I make the rivers a wilderness;  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 Their fish stink because there is no water,  
 And die of thirst.  
3 I clothe the heavens with blackness,  
 And I make sackcloth their covering.”  
 
 – Isaiah 50.2–3  

a) It was as though they thought his hand was too short to retrieve them.  

b) Did they think he was deformed?  

c) Did they believe that God was handicapped?  

C. He got them to think:  

1. By his mere rebuke he could dry up the sea.  

2. He could make the rivers out in the wild disappear.  

a) He made the sea.  

b) He made the rivers.  

(1) He made the earth.  

(2) He made the wilderness.  

(a) Yet, redeeming them from Babylon was too much for him!  

(b) They had a common human thought-error.  

D. I think many people see God as a T-Rex.  

1. He is ferocious and no one can stand up to him.  

2. He can tear his enemy apart.  

a) However, to handle their problems,  

(1) which they see as either too small for him to bother or  

(2) he just does not have long enough arms and hands to help them.  

b) They believe their situation is different.  

(1) They do not learn anything from the Scriptures  

(2) that God can help in whatever their situation is.  
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VI. Matthew 19  

A. A young man who was rich and a ruler of some kind,  

1. approached Jesus with a question about obtaining eternal life.  

2. Jesus told him  

a) to keep the Ten Commandments and  

b) to love his neighbor as himself.  

B. He said that he had done all those things from his youth.  

1. Therefore, he wanted to know whether he was missing anything.  

2. Jesus declared:  
 
21 “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  
 
– Matthew 19.21  

C. However, the young man did not expect to hear such a thing.  

1. Therefore, Matthew wrote that the young man  

2. went away sad since he had great possessions.  

D. Jesus used the rich young man’s reaction to teach a lesson:  
 
23 “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.”  
 
– Matthew 19.23–24  

1. That surprised the disciples because  

2. they thought as we often do,  

a) that the rich are rich  

b) for doing something right.  
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(1) Even if that is true,  

(2) it does not necessarily mean  

(a) that they are doing things right in the spirit.  

(b) The rich can give more allegiance to their things  

(c) than the things of God.  

3. That is why Jesus made the declaration  

a) that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle  

b) than for a rich man to enter the king of heaven.  

E. If it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven,  

1. the disciples then questioned whether anyone can be saved,  

2. remembering that they thought God favored people with riches.  

F. While it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven,  

1. Jesus reassured the disciples  

2. that God can do what man cannot do:  
 
19 “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  
 
– Matthew 19.26  

a) When God is involved,  

b) all things are possible.  

(1) Therefore, make sure that God is always in your life or  

(2) rather that you are in him.  

VII.Luke 1  

A. God sent the angel Gabriel to Mary.  

1. Luke noted that she was a virgin.  

2. Gabriel addressed her as highly favored by the Lord God.  

B. Gabriel then began to speak to her  
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1. that she would conceive in her womb and  

2. she would bring forth a son,  

a) revealing who this son was,  

b) that he would be the Son of God.  

C. However, Mary was a virgin and  

1. nothing like this had ever happened in the world.  

2. Therefore, she had a question for Gabriel:  
 
34 “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”  
 
– Luke 1.34  

a) You just do not get a child from a woman  

b) unless a man has been involved.  

D. However, this son was different.  

1. Isaiah had prophesied  

2. that a virgin would conceive and bear a son.  

a) Mary obviously did not think that she was the virgin.  

b) However, she was and then Gabriel explained  

(1) that the Holy Spirit would cause the conception,  

(2) enabling this wonder to take place.  

3. Then Gabriel repeated that the baby would be the Son of God, and  

a) as proof that such things could happen,  

b) he let Mary know Elizabeth had conceived in old age.  

4. Then, Gabriel made a statement that let Mary know how it would happen:  
 
37 “For with God nothing will be impossible.”  
 
– Luke 1.37  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a) Can the God  

(1) who created the heavens and the earth,  

(2) who created man and woman,  

(3) who created the conception and birth process,  

b) bypass the normal way of bringing humans into the world?  

Exhortation:  

I. Isaiah 59  

A. Israel had been fasting and praying, but  

B. the Lord had not responded.  

1. In Isaiah 58, he explained why the Lord had not responded to their fasting.  

2. He showed the kind of fasts that the Lord wants to see.  

C. As he moved into what we have as Isaiah 59,  

1. he explained that the Lord’s lack of a response  

2. was not a problem on the Lord’s part:  
 
1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened,  
 That it cannot save;  
 Nor His ear heavy,  
 That it cannot hear.  
 
 – Isaiah 59.1  

D. He revealed the problem in the next sentence:  
 
2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God;  
  And your sins have hidden His face from you,  
  So that He will not hear.  
 
  – Isaiah 59.2  

1. God is not deformed.  

2. However, his holy nature demanded  
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a) that he separate from them and  

b) that he hide his face from them.  

(1) That was why they were having troubles in the nation.  

(2) That was why the Lord was not helping them.  

II. Remember the Scripture reading:  
 
20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
– Ephesians 3.20–21  

A. What difficulty or hardship do you face?  

B. What has come into your life that you cannot handle?  

1. Just because it is difficult or hard to you 

2. does not mean that it is to God.  

a) Just because you cannot handle it  

b) does not mean that God cannot handle it.  

III. Die to yourself and live for him.  

A. Watch what he does.  

B. Take that step today. 


