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Worthy  
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”  

Revelation 5  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • April 4, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Revelation 5.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Christ, We Do All Adore Thee (90), We Bow Down (984) 

Persuasion:  

I. The Worthiness of the Lord God Almighty  

A. After Jesus had John write letters to seven churches in what is now Turkey,  

1. he then saw an open door in heaven and  

2. he heard an invitation to go up there.  

B. John was in the spirit and  

1. saw a throne.  

2. Someone sat on the throne, and  

a) he appeared like brilliant gemstones,  

b) with an emerald rainbow around the throne.  

C. John also saw 24 thrones surrounding the main throne, and  

1. on those thrones were 24 elders,  

a) the sons of Israel and  

b) the apostles of Jesus.  

2. From the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices.  

D. A sea of glass and  

1. four living creatures were also present before the throne, and  

2. they were declaring of the one sitting on the throne:  
 
8 “Holy, holy, holy,  
 Lord God Almighty,  
 Who was and is and is to come!”  
 
 – Revelation 4.8  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E. John revealed further  

1. that when the four living creatures  

2. give glory, honor, and thanks  

a) to the one upon the throne,  

b) the 24 elders fall down and worship him who sits on the throne.  

F. The 24 elders made a announcement about the one on the throne:  
 
11 “You are worthy, O Lord,  
  To receive glory and honor and power;  
  For You created all things,  
  And by Your will they exist and were created.”  
 
  – Revelation 4.11  

G.They declared  

1. that he, the Lord, is worthy,  

2. what he is worthy to receive, and  

3. why he is worthy.  

a) He is worthy to receive glory and honor and power.  

b) He is worthy because  

(1) he created everything and  

(2) by his simple will  

(a) everything exists and  

(b) has been created!  

H.He is our everything, for without him, nothing would be.  

II. The Worthiness of the Lamb  

A. John then noticed that the Lord God Almighty  

1. held a seven-sealed scroll in his right hand.  
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2. An angel asked with a loud voice:  
 
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”  

a) A search was made and  

b) no one  

(1) in heaven or  

(2) on the earth or  

(3) under the earth  

(a) was able to open the scroll or  

(b) even to look at it.  

3. Overcome with emotion because of all that he was experiencing  

a) John wept profusely.  

b) Then one of the elders said:  
 
5 “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”  
 
– Revelation 5.5  

B. John looked again and saw something amazing.  

1. Standing in the middle of all who surrounded the throne,  

2. he saw a lamb,  

a) standing as though it had been slain.  

b) He approached the throne and took the scroll.  

C. The Lamb was worthy and so  

1. the four living creatures and the 24 elders sang a new song:  
 
9 “You are worthy to take the scroll,  
 And to open its seals;  
 For You were slain,  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 And have redeemed us to God by Your blood  
 Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;  
 And we shall reign on the earth.”  
 
 – Revelation 5.9–10  

2. Then the rest of heaven joined in on declaring the worthiness of the Lamb:  
 
12 saying with a loud voice:  
 
 “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain  
 To receive power and riches and wisdom,  
 And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”  
 
 – Revelation 5.12  

Exhortation:  

I. In whatever you are doing,  

A. whatever you experience in life,  

B. always remember that he is worthy.  

II. In Revelation 4 and 5,  

A. everything in heaven revolves around or  

B. is centered around,  

1. the throne of the Lord God Almighty and  

2. the Lamb of God who is next to the throne.  

III. Should not our lives be the same way?  

A. It does not matter  

1. who you are,  

2. what you do, or  

3. whatever you have going on in your life,  

a) make him who is worthy your focus.  



Worthy; Rev 5; 04590; Page   of  5 5

B. Mold everything you do around the throne, because   

1. the Lord God Almighty is worthy to receive glory and honor and power;  

2. the Lamb of God is worthy  

a) to take the scrolls and to open its seals, and  

b) to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and 
glory and blessing.  

IV. This is significant because  

A. the Book of Revelation was written while Christians were suffering.  

B. God wanted them to focus upon his blessed Son Jesus the Christ.  

1. Whatever happens to you,  

2. whether good or bad things,  

a) be sure to keep him who is worthy before your eyes.  

b) Focusing upon Jesus will take you through anything.  

V. Now let me show you something that is absolutely wonderful.  

A. Back in Revelation 3,  

1. Jesus had John write a letter to the church in Sardis.  

2. Jesus made a promise to them:  
 
4 “You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their gar-
ments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.”  
 
– Revelation 3.4  

B. Did you see the magnificent things of God and Jesus that I showed you?  

1. Walk with Jesus and  

2. you shall be found worthy by him and  

a) you will walk with him in white  

b) in heaven itself. 


