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Who Shall Not Fear the Lord 
and Glorify His Name?

Some Questions on Transgenderism

May 2; Volume 98, Number 18 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
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10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

What Shall We Do to Be Saved? 
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Critical Race Theory: 
What's Missing From 
Our Classrooms 

By Ken Mercer 

Human slavery is evil. However, too many 
American students are being taught the 
false theory that America invented 
worldwide slavery in 1619 when the first 
slaves landed in North America. Our 
nation's schools are being infiltrated by 
the divisive, political agenda of the “1619 
Project” and “Critical Race Theory.”  

Since being elected to the Texas State 
House and State Board of Education in 
2002, I have labored for hundreds of 
hours with my colleagues at meetings, 
hearing public testimony and doing 
personal research as we developed history 
standards and curriculum for students. I 
successfully advanced forgotten African 
American heroes including Rev. Hiram 
Revels, Wentworth Cheswell, and Sgt. 
William Carney and fought to include the 
contribution of Frederick Douglass and 
anti-slavery leaders, William Wilberforce 
and John Quincy Adams. 

What is the truth? What should American 
s t u d e n t s b e t a u g h t ? I s A m e r i c a 
systemically racist, as Critical Race Theory 
teaches? Did America invent slavery? 

A t to rney La r r y E lde r, na t iona l l y 
recognized radio talk show host, states:  

“Despite years of Black History Februarys, 
many know little to nothing about the vast 
role played by Arab and Muslim slavers in 
the African slave trade. The practice began 
centuries before European slavers bought 

and transported slaves out of Africa and 
continued well after European slavery 
ended.”  

Even a cursory reading of the Old 
Testament reveals that slavery existed 
around 1400 B.C. when the Hebrews 
were enslaved in Egypt, three thousand 
years before 1619. In fact, when America 
was founded in 1776, human slavery was 
over 8,000 years old—yet not one nation 
in the world, including the powerful tribes 
of Africa, had moved to abolish slavery. 

Senior Fellow, Dr. Thomas Sowell, of 
Stanford’s Hoover Institution, reminds us:  
“…although slavery was a worldwide 
institution for thousands of years, nowhere 
in the world was slavery a controversial 
issue prior to the 18th century.” 

Around 1750, America experienced a 
“ r e v iva l ” k n ow n a s “ Th e G r e a t 
Awakening.” New “radical” Christians 
firmly believed human slavery was a sin 
and we needed to confront our sin. 

Pro-slavery world leaders hated these 
“crazed” Christian abolitionists who 
disrupted “politics.” Did the Great 
Awakening “wake up” and change hearts 
and minds? Let's look at the facts. 

Facts about slavery in western civilization: 

1775: Pennsylvania Quakers founded the 
world’s first society for Promoting the 
Abolition of Slavery. In 1787, Benjamin 
Franklin became the Honorary President. 

1776: Slaveowner Thomas Jefferson’s 
original Declaration of Independence 
delineated stern complaints against King 
George III for bringing slavery to the 
thirteen colonies. 

1785: John Jay and Alexander Hamilton 
founded New York’s first abolitionist 
society. In 1787, they founded a free 
school for children of slaves. 
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1789: George Washington names John Jay 
first Supreme Court Chief Justice and 
Alexander Hamilton first Secretary of 
Treasury. 

1799: New York Governor John Jay signs 
law for gradual abolition of slavery— sixty 
years before the Civil War. 

1804: Seven of our first fourteen states 
abolish slavery. 

1806: President Jef ferson reminds 
Congress that the Founding Fathers added 
a provision in Article I (Section 9) of 
Constitution to abolish transatlantic slave 
trade. 

1807: United Kingdom (UK) abolishes 
slave trade and in 1833 abolishes all 
slavery in UK. 

1820: UK and US deployed navies to stop 
transportation of slaves from west Africa’s 
3,000-mile coast. Wealthy slave-trading 
nations of Africa provide no support. 

Our Emancipation Proclamation, Civil 
Rights Act of 1866, and the creation of the 
new Department of Justice are a few of the 
historic events championed by Christians 
united to stand firm against the politically 
and financially evil, yet powerful forces of 
global slavery. 

Remember, African American men could 
not vote until 1870. Contrary to the 
agenda of critical race theorists, Christians 
fervently convinced Anglo American voters 
from three-fourths of those states to ratify a 
trilogy of post-Civil War Constitutional 
Amendments to abolish slavery (1865), 
declare rights of citizenship (1866), and 
grant the right to vote (1869).  

Why did the US and UK, two slave-trading 
nations, suddenly determine to first abolish 
the transportation and expansion of slavery 
and then lead the world to abolish all 
human slavery?  

The Great Awakening radically changed 
the hearts and minds of men, giving birth 
to a mission and movement to abolish 
world-wide slavery as Christians put on 
their “full armor of God” to abolish this 
evil, despite political opposition from the 
ruthless and powerful financial centers of 
worldwide slavery.  

Perhaps politically incorrect, but I believe 
the church finally became “The Church” 
when they “woke up” to abolish the evil 
sin of human slavery.  

In conclusion, 21st century theorists and 
revisionists are dividing us when our world 
needs us to unite. Why? Today, there are 
more human slaves than any time in our 
history. Every night over 40 million men, 
women and children pray for a Moses to 
deliver them soon, very soon.  

Christians are once again called to unite 
for a “21st Century Great Awakening.” Let 
us rebuke dividers and learn from our past, 
become united to emulate our bravest 
examples, and forever bring an end to 
global human slavery.  

I challenge the Church to wake up, unite, 
and answer that call for a 21st Century 
Moses. Let’s begin by teaching our 
children the truth!  

  

Ken Mercer is an author, speaker, and 
Christian singer who considers himself blessed 
to have been elected to serve in the Texas 
House of Representatives and on the Texas 
State Board of Education.  He believes “we 
will never fully comprehend our Founding 
Father’s challenge to continuously strive to 
become a ‘more perfect Union’ unless we 
understand what makes our United States of 
America so exceptional.  It is the profound 
impact and unbroken revival of Judeo-
Christian values throughout our history.”
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Blood Drive 
The next blood drive held at the building will be on May 11th. There are 21 out of 25 
appointments filled.  Also, there is a blood shortage right now, which is at its worse during this 
whole pandemic. (See page 5 for a story of hope from the blood drive.)

10 scriptural ways we can glorify God: 

1. Praise Him with your lips. 
“My lips will glorify you” (Ps 63:3). The noblest 
use of our tongues is to give praise to God. 

2. Obey His Word. 
To the corrupt priests in Malachi’s day, the Lord 
said: “If you don’t listen, and if you don’t take it 
to heart to honor my name, … I will send a curse 
among you” (Mal. 2:2). How had they 
dishonored God’s name? They had disobeyed 
God’s Law by presenting defiled food on the altar 
(Mal. 1:6-7; see also Deut. 15:21). 

3. Pray in Jesus’ name. 
“Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 
14:13). To pray in Jesus’ name is to align our 
prayers and desires with God’s purposes. 

4. Produce spiritual fruit. 
“My Father is glorified by this: that you produce 
much fruit and prove to be my disciples” (John 
15:8). The fruit that issues out of our union with 
and obedience to Christ brings God glory. The 
Bible names several kinds of spiritual fruit, 
including: the fruit we bear when we win others 
to Christ (Rom. 1:13), the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 
5:22-23), and our good deeds (Col. 1:10). 

5. Remain sexual pure. 
“Flee sexual immorality! … glorify God with 
your body” (1 Cor. 6:18-20). 

6. Seek the good of others. 
“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything for the glory of God” 

 (1 Cor 10:31). The context is Paul’s discussion of 
whether it was right for believers to eat meat 
offered to idols. He stated the guiding principle 
in verse 24, “No one is to seek his own good, but 
the good of the other person.” When we make 
lifestyle choices for the good of others, we glorify 
God. 

7. Give generously. 
The result of the Corinthians’ giving to the poor 
believers in Jerusalem would be that “they will 
glorify God for your obedient confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity” (2 Cor. 
9:13). 

8. Live honorably among unbelievers. 
“Conduct yourselves honorably among the 
Gentiles, so that when they slander you as 
evildoers, they will observe your good works and 
will glorify God on the day he visits” (1 Pet. 
2:12). Jesus said, “let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

9. Be faithful when persecuted. 
“But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed but let him glorify God in having 
that name” (1 Pet. 4:16). If we want to glorify 
God, then we’ll not be ashamed of the name of 
Jesus. 

10. Face death with faith. 
Jesus predicted Peter would die as a martyr and 
“would glorify God” in his death (John 21:19). 
Paul hoped Christ would be glorified in his death 
(Phil. 1:20). We can show God to be great in the 
way we approach death because we know “to 
live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21)
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

May Activities: 

8th: Youth Night 

11th: Blood Drive 

26th: Singing 

30th: Potluck 

June Activities: 

27th: Potluck 

30th: Singing 

July Activities: 

24th: Stupendous VBS 
Day

Pray for the brother in India who was beaten for baptizing 6 people. 

Pray for our WBS-Connect Bible study students. We have some in Oregon. 

Please continue to pray for Parker; he had a bone marrow transplant. (Parker is the "Sparrow" that Nash's 
school has adopted.) 

Prayers of thanks. Becky Bacon had knee surgery and is doing good!

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Jack Collier & Marie care 
for each other 

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby

2020 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
May 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,144 ..................

Last Week April 18,  3,328 ............

Total After 18 Weeks 56,601 .........

  

Hannan
Dorothy  
Hannan

Dominic Meyer 

Jacob Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 

Calendar:

Youth Night 
Youth Night this Saturday, May 8th at 
the Crisps. 
Dinner will be Spaghetti with Kerri 
Ruhl's Sauce Recipe! Andrea needs 
people to bring the extras, so 
please see her to sign up. Bring a 
sweater and a wrapped true white 
elephant gift (this item should not 
cost anything, but should be 
something silly from around your house.)   

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Proverbs  
God as a Shield  

He is a shield to those who walk uprightly;  
He guards the paths of justice,  
And preserves the way of His saints.  
– Proverbs 2.7–8  

What a great thought if Solomon had said 
that the Lord provides a shield. Instead, he 
declared that the Lord is a shield. He does 
not just provide a shield, but he is the 
shield. This is a blessing for the upright, 
for those who follow the wisdom given to 
Solomon and recorded for us in the Book 
of Proverbs. Therefore, the Lord guards our 
way, seeing to it that we have the justice 
that we need. Do not fear as you go about 
the world, but remember what the Lord is 
to you, and you shall walk in wisdom.  

Answer to Last Week’s Question: Who 
Else Had a Coat of Many Colors?  
We know of Joseph, but the Bible (NKJV, 
KJV, ASV), shows us another person who 
had a coat of many colors (or “log-sleeved 
garment,” NASV; “ornamented robe,” NIV; 
“long robe,” ESV). Do you know who it 
was? Here is your answer: “Now [Tamar] 
had on a robe of many colors, for the 
king’s virgin daughters wore such apparel” 
(Second Samuel 13.18, NKJV). 

Ruhl’s Rules


