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A Friend of Sinners  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • May 9, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – First Corinthians 6.9–11  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. I spoke about this a little last Lord’s Day, but  

A. it intrigues me so much  

B. that I wanted to talk about it some more.  

II. What intrigues me  

A. are the kinds of people Jesus attracted and  

B. how he received them.  

Persuasion:  

I. Jesus Is the Friend of Sinners  

A. In Matthew 11,  

1. Jesus revealed that he knew what the talk about him was, and  

2. he was okay with it.  

a) He revealed further  

b) that you cannot please critics:  
 
16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 and saying:  
 
  ‘We played the flute for you,  
  And you did not dance;  
  We mourned to you,  
  And you did not lament.’  
 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sin-
ners!’ But wisdom is justified by her children.”  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– Matthew 11.16–19  

3. He was not just that he would talk with them, but  

4. that he was their friend.  

a) And the people knew it.  

b) And you know what a friend is.  

(1) A friend is someone that you can talk with and  

(a) you want to talk with a friend,  

(b) endlessly if you can.  

(2) A friend is someone who listen to you.  

(3) A friend is someone who is there for you.  

(4) A friend is someone who makes you a better person.  

5. These people wanted to be around Jesus.  

a) He wanted them around him.  

b) This was why he came to earth.  

(1) They also knew the kind of man that he was,  

(2) that he was a holy man, and  

(a) that they were not holy, but  

(b) they knew he would welcome them.  

B. Luke 7 presents a picture of a woman  

1. that I find very moving.  

2. Although she was not the hostess,  

a) she treated Jesus better than the host did,  

b) whereas, the host should have shown Jesus great hospitality:  
 
36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him.  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(1) Good for him.  
 
And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat.  

(2) Because Jesus would eat with the “righteous” too.  
 
37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner,  

(3) We do not know what the sin was, but it was something upon 
which she based her life.  
 
when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet 
behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed 
His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.  

(4) How would we respond if we saw the same thing happen here?  
 
39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 
spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would 
know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching 
Him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say 
it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One 
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they 
had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell 
Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon an-
swered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And 
He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to 
the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 
washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of 
her head.  

(5) She used something far more valuable than water.  
 
45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My 
feet since the time I came in.  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(6) To kiss the feet of another shows utter humility.  
 
46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has 
anointed My feet with fragrant oil.  

(7) In every way she surpassed the Pharisee, although he had fewer 
sins.  
 
47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 
for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 
little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And 
those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, 
“Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the 
woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”  
 
– Luke 7.36–50  

(a) Who is he who can forgive sin?  

(b) Only God can forgive the sins of a person’s life.  

i) Therefore, this Pharisee hosted God in the flesh,  

ii) which means that the Pharisee  

(1) was just about as low in the spirit  

(2) in comparison to God as this woman.  

3. Jesus came for the Pharisee and the sinner woman, but  

a) only the woman recognized it, and  

b) her display for Jesus showed unbounded love.  

(1) This woman knew that she could go to Jesus, and  

(2) that he would receive her fully.  

(a) She also knew that she needed forgiveness and  

(b) she knew that she would not continue in her former life.  

II. Why He Associated with Sinners  

A. Luke 19 • He “came to seek and to save that which was lost.”  
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1. Most Christians know that, but  

2. in what context was that said?  

a) Jesus said it in reference to a man  

b) whom the Jews despised, kind of like the woman we just saw:  
 
1 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and 
he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not be-
cause of the crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass 
that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw 
him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for 
today I must stay at your house.” 6 So he made haste and came down, 
and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all com-
plained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sin-
ner.” 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give 
half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any-
one by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”  
 
– Luke 19.1–10  

3. Jesus associated with such people because they were lost.  

a) They needed salvation.  

b) He is the Savior.  

(1) Why would he not receive them?  

(2) Why would they not go to him?  

4. Still, the thing that gets me  

a) is that Zacchaeus knew he could go to Jesus and  

b) find someone who would accept him.  

B. Luke 5 • A physician needs to be with the sick.  

1. What would you think of a physician  
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2. who did not receive sick people?  

a) That would be really strange.  

b) Such a physician would be of no value.  
 
27 After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, 
sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” 28 So he 
left all, rose up, and followed Him. 29 Then Levi gave Him a great 
feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collec-
tors and others who sat down with them. 30 And their scribes and the 
Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, “Why do You eat 
and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sin-
ners, to repentance.”  
 
– Luke 5:27–32  

3. These people knew that they needed something that Jesus supplied.  

a) They did not go to the scribes and Pharisees because of their haughty 
looks.  

b) They went to Jesus because they saw in his face someone who cared 
for them.  

C. Now, think of us.  

1. What kind of people do we want?  

2. Consider the following… 

III. However, We Want Well-Scrubbed People  

A. One of our brethren, L. Cole, has said:  
 
“…we may have limited our evangelism to well-scrubbed individuals whom 
we think would, ‘fit right in,’ with little work on our part. We can put them 
to work with very little work on our part or their part. They don’t have a lot 
of baggage. What about that individual who has had a lot of problems in his 
life? Should we try to teach him?”  

B. When the Pharisees criticized Jesus for accepting tax collectors and sinners,  
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1. he was embracing people that they did not want around.  

2. They had baggage.  

a) It would take too much work  

b) on the part of the scribes and Pharisees, and the sinner’s part.  

C. I think we tend toward the same,  

1. we want people whose lives are already cleaned up.  

2. In practice we have “converted” denominational people.  

a) These people already have the morality nailed down.  

b) They have already been scrubbed.  

(1) They just need some fine tuning with their beliefs, and  

(2) we are the people to do it.  

D. Therefore, give us the people  

1. who are off on baptism,  

2. who are off on instrumental music,  

3. who are off on modern miracles,  

4. who are off on what the church is, etc., but  

a) not the people whose lives are really messed up.  

E. We have to learn new things.  

1. With the people we typically convert,  

a) biblical authority is either already established in their minds or  

b) it is easy for us to establish it in their minds.  

2. More and more we have to start with people  

a) who know nothing of the Bible.  

b) There are people in our community hungering for the word.  

IV. The Lord Wants All People  

A. What does the Great Commission say?  
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V. The Corinthian Members Were Not Well-Scrubbed  
 
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were jus-
tified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  
 
– 1 Corinthians 6.9–11  

A. Paul was writing on the matter of brethren suing one another.  

1. He wanted the Corinthian brethren to understand  

2. that when they went to the world to judge on matters between them,  

a) they were asking people who do not think as we do  

b) to judge on their disagreements.  

(1) He reminded them of the kind of people those judges were, and  

(2) Paul reminded them that they were once like those people.  

B. Members of the church at Corinth had been  

1. fornicators,  

2. idolaters,  

3. adulterers,  

4. homosexuals, 

5. sodomites,  

6. thieves,  

7. covetous,  

8. drunkards,  

9. revilers, and  

10.extortioners.  

a) They were not well-scrubbed people.  
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C. Let us remember what we were before converting.  

1. Let us learn to love all people.  

2. Let us let people see that love in our eyes.  

3. Let us be used by the Lord to bring these people into the church. 


