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Looking at Things Biblically Rather than Politically  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Jacob Noveske – Philippians 2.1–4  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on the word of God  

Prelude:  

I. Brethren,  

A. I have missed you dearly.  

B. Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls, emails, and communications.  

C. Thank you to Carl Peugh, Michael Crisp, Brad Holm for speaking for me.  

D. Thank you to Larry Amberg and Phil Joseph who handled the singing.  

E. Thank you to Dan Calvert for organizing the speakers.  

F. Thank you to Rebekah Noveske for running errands for me.  

G.Thank you to the elders,  

1. even while Wayne Duncan himself was sick with COVID-19  

2. for looking after and taking care of various matters.  

II. For all of May and even the latter part of April, I was not well.  

A. My kidney doctor’s office thinks that I got COVID-19  

B. even before I got the first vaccine shot on April 27th.  

1. I had been feeling ill for a while because  

2. I was supposed to the get vaccine sooner, but  

a) I postponed it since I was not feeling well.  

b) However, on Friday, May 7th, it hit me so hard  

(1) that I did not think I could drive home that night from work.  

(2) I tried it and made it.  

C. Saturday I slept most of the day, but  

1. by Sunday, Mother’s Day, I believed that I could teach and preach.  

2. I was not feeling right and several people told me that I was not myself.  
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a) There are two sisters who the moment I walk in the door  

b) can tell right away what my state of mind is.  

3. The rest of the week I stayed home, because  

a) I could hardly function.  

b) To me, it was my body reacting  

(1) as it is supposed to once you get the vaccine.  

(2) However, when I heard that Dorothy Hannan  

(a) was having problems similar to mine, and  

(b) that she ended up having pneumonia,  

i) it occurred to me that I might have the same because  

ii) I was struggling with breathing.  

4. So I called the doctor on Saturday, May 15th, and  

a) he told me to get to the Emergency Department.  

b) They tested me and found that I had COVID-19.  

III. That also means that on Sunday, May 9th,  

A. I had COVID-19  

1. while teaching, preaching, and mingling among you.  

2. However, when I was around people I wore a mask.  

a) Thank you, God, for that mask,  

b) otherwise, who knows how many people I could have made sick.  

B. If I had not worn a mask  

1. there is no doubt in my mind  

2. that I could have and probably would have  

a) made several, if not many, of you, sick.  

(1) We would have had an outbreak here.  

b) I should have gone for testing the previous week.  
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C. My intention is to continue to wear a mask when I am around people.  

1. The vaccine only gives me about 50% protection  

2. since my immunosuppressants fight against the vaccine, so to speak.  

a) Yes, I now have the antibodies, but  

b) still I don’t have the full protection like most people.  

3. I do not want to get sick again.  

a) To the best of my memory,  

b) I have never been that ill in my whole life.  

(1) If there is an exception to that,  

(2) it was in 1999,  

(a) one year after my transplant,  

(b) that I got CMV, Cytomegalovirus,  

i) which if the drug Gancyclsovir had not been invented ten 
years earlier,  

ii) OHSU says that I would have died.  

iii)OHSU said that I needed to get there ASAP.  

(1) Kerri dropped everything and got me there, but  

(2) I was immobile for four days and  

(a) within 36 hours after returning home,  

(b) I had my first leg-long blood clot.  

IV. I apologize to everyone of you  

A. for assuming that it was just my immune system responding, and  

B. I am sorry that I did not get tested right away just to make sure.  

1. Please forgive me for my recklessness.  

2. No doubt, I am the one who gave it to Wayne Duncan  

a) while we were present unmasked in a meeting, and then  
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b) he gave it to his beloved wife, Gloriann.  

(1) Never would I want to make anyone sick,  

(2) including enemies and critics, but  

(a) Wayne and Gloriann are people I definitely  

(b) did not want to make sick.  

C. They helped start the Nile Street congregation in Klamath Falls and  

1. since the mid-1980s,  

2. they have taken an interest in me.  

a) They are truly wonderful people  

b) who care for this congregation.  

(1) Thank you, God, for making both of them well.  

(2) You have blessed me, Oh God, with their friendship and support.  

V. For the past several months,  

A. I have been dropping hints of going to Tel Moza, Israel,  

1. just outside of Jerusalem,  

2. in August for the archaeological dig there.  

B. However, because this illness— 

1. from which I have not fully recovered— 

2. kept me sidelined for about a month,  

a) I have cancelled that trip and  

b) will go in the early Spring of 2022.  

VI. This morning,  

A. I would like to address some things  

B. that probably everyone here will disagree with parts of what I say.  

1. However, please open your mind to the Scriptures, because  

2. in my opinion, many Christians have not considered the Scriptures.  
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a) Some have put, unknowingly, politics above the Scriptures.  

b) Surely you know  

(1) that we as Christians should think biblically first,  

(2) above every other consideration,  

(a) even above science and medicine,  

(b) not meaning that we ignore those things, but  

i) we do not want to repeat King Asa’s mistake,  

ii) who did many good things, but then:  
 
12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became 
diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his 
disease he did not seek the LORD, but the physicians.  
 
– 2 Chronicles 16.12  

(1) Luke was a physician according to Colossians 4.14.  

(2) We have other instances of medicine in the Bible.  

(a) Use medicine.  

(b) However, seek the Lord first and foremost.  

VII.Brethren, surely you know  

A. that what the Scriptures teach  

B. we have to consider for all of life.  

1. The Scriptures and what they teach  

2. should be our first teacher on how to live life.  

VIII.Some of this might seem moot, but  

A. we need to learn some things and  

B. apply them properly next time.  

1. You will understand what I mean in a moment.  

Persuasion:  
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I. The Wearing of a Mask to Prevent the Spread of a Disease and the Govern-
ment  

A. I do not get the rebellion against wearing a mask.  

B. First Peter 2 comes to my mind:  
 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the 
Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your 
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 13 
Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who 
do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men— 16 as free, yet not using liberty as a 
cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.  
 
– 1 Peter 2.11–17  

1. Remember that the world is watching.  

2. Do they see a spirit of cooperation or rebellion against a good work?  

3. We are to do what the government says.  

a) Wearing a mask in no way violates any biblical teaching.  

b) Do not look at this politically.  

(1) Right now in some of your minds,  

(2) you are objecting.  

(a) What is the foundation of your objections?  

i) I am guessing they are all political.  

ii) Some might be medical.  

(b) But what does the Bible say?  

C. God does these things to test us,  

1. to see whether we will obey him,  
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2. even when we cannot see a good reason for doing so.  
 
1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance 
of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  
 
– Romans 13.1–2  

D. Luke 5 shows  

1. that we should obey the Lord  

2. even if we cannot see that it will do any good:  
 
4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into 
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 But Simon answered and 
said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; never-
theless at Your word I will let down the net.” 6 And when they had done 
this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7 So 
they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”  
 
– Luke 5.4–8  

E. Isn’t this what it means to “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5.7)?  

II. The Wearing of a Mask to Prevent the Spread of a Disease and Loving My 
Brother  

A. Philippians 2 shows what ought to be my concern:  
 
1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look 
out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  
 
– Philippians 2.1–4  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1. What I hear in the rebellion against masks is: Me First!  

2. Should not followers of Jesus Christ be thinking:  

a) Jesus first?  

(1) What does he want me to do?  

b) Others second?  

(1) What do I need to do to help my brother?  

c) Yourself last?  

(1) Is that not now Jesus lived?  

III. The Wearing of a Mask to Prevent the Spread of a Disease and the Law  
 
45 “Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head 
bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 He 
shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is un-
clean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.”  
 
– Leviticus 13.45–46  
 
12c Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were 
lepers, who stood afar off.  
 
– Luke 17.12  

IV. The Wearing of a Mask to Prevent the Spread of a Disease and the Religion of 
the Second Mile  
 
41 “And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.”  
 
– Matthew 5.41  

A. Simon of Cyrene  

B. Does this ever mean losing your political freedom?  

1. Jesus  

2. Warriors  
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C. Freedom, political freedom, is not the most important thing.  

1. Otherwise, warriors and police officers would stay home.  

2. Self-sacrifice reigns supreme.  

V. The Wearing of a Mask to Prevent the Spread of a Disease and Doing What Is 
Honorable  
 
21 …providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in 
the sight of men.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 8.21  

Exhortation:  

I. As Christians it is glorifying God that matters most:  
 
11 …in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong 
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 
– 1 Peter 4.11  

II. Matthew 23, learn to look beyond who is saying something  
 
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you 
to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for 
they say, and do not do.”  
 
– Matthew 23.1–3  

III. Do we need to fall at the knees of Jesus,  

A. begging for his forgiveness because  

B. we followed our wisdom rather than his?  

IV. What would Christians in the early centuries or Spanish Inquisition think?  

V. What would believers in the days before America’s Revolution think?  

VI. What does God think? 


