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What? First Chronicles One?  
First Chronicles 1  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Bryan Rich – Genesis 11.8–9  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. What? First Chronicles chapter one?  

A. Yup.  

B. Let me show you some nuggets in this great chapter.  

II. It is God’s word.  

A. Therefore, I know there is something that he wants to show us.  

B. What do you expect to see?  

1. Names?  

2. They are there and some other interesting bits of truth.  

Persuasion:  

I. First Chronicles 1.1–9 • The First Generations  
 
1 Adam, Seth, Enosh, 2 Cainan, Mahalalel, Jared, 3 Enoch, Methuselah, 
Lamech, 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 5 The sons of Japheth were Gomer, 
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 6 The sons of Gomer were 
Ashkenaz, Diphath, and Togarmah. 7 The sons of Javan were Elishah, 
Tarshishah, Kittim, and Rodanim. 8 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, 
and Canaan. 9 The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama, and 
Sabtecha. The sons of Raama were Sheba and Dedan.  

A. The genealogies of the Jews show the fulfillment of promise and prophecy.  

1. Therefore, never express anything negative about this information.  

2. This is God’s word and  

a) we will have to give him an account  

b) of the things that we said about his word.  
 
36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will 
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give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  
 
– Matthew 12.36–37  

B. The world is as it is today because of things these generations did.  

1. Adam and his sin.  

2. Noah’s generation and those before:  

a) Their violence brought on the Flood.  

b) The earth is no longer the same because of the Flood.  

(1) The geology has changed.  

(2) The topography has changed.  

(3) The weather has changed.  

(4) The animal kingdom has changed.  

(5) We do not live as long.  

II. First Chronicles 1.10 • A Mighty One  
 
10 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth.  

A. Of all that Ezra could have said about the previous names,  

1. he did not say anything.  

2. Perhaps because they already had plenty said about them.  

a) Yet, Genesis 10 said the same thing about Nimrod, but  

b) did say more as well:  
 
8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He 
was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, “Like Nim-
rod the mighty hunter before the LORD.”  
 
– Genesis 10.8–9  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B. Why did Ezra chose to tell us this little information about Nimrod?  

1. Listen further to Genesis 10 and  

2. notice the location of where he became a mighty one:  
 
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Cal-
neh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria and built 
Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah 
(that is the principal city).  
 
– Genesis 10.10–12  

a) From him came both Babylon and Assyria.  

b) These were the two nations that took Judah and Israel into captivity.  

(1) The Book of Chronicles came after those captivities, and  

(2) I think Ezra was making his generation and ours  

(a) aware of the origins of those kingdoms,  

(b) how that what happens in one generation  

i) shows up later in other generations.  

ii) For example, the church is what it is today because  

(1) of things our brethren did generations ago,  

(2) although we may not be aware of it.  

(a) Evening services  

(b) Wednesday nights  

(c) Bible classes  

(d) Dressing up  

(e) Versification  

III. First Chronicles 1.11–12 • Egypt and the Philistines  
 
11 Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 12 Pathrusim, 
Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and the Caphtorim).  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A. Mizraim is Egypt. (See ESV.)  

B. Casluhim became the Philistines.  

C. The Lord knows the origin of every tribe and people group on the earth.  

IV. First Chronicles 1.13–18 • Generations Leading to the Christ  
 
13 Canaan begot Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth; 14 the Jebusite, the Amorite, 
and the Girgashite; 15 the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite; 16 the Arvadite, 
the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. 17 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, 
Arphaxad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshech. 18 Arphaxad begot She-
lah, and Shelah begot Eber.  

A. These people did not realize  

1. that they were in God’s plan  

2. to bring the Savior of the world into the world.  

B. God knows everything and everyone.  

V. First Chronicles 1.19 • When the Earth Was Divided  
 
19 To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the 
earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan.  

A. One preacher/teacher said that this referred to the dividing of the continents.  

B. However, it refers to the table of nations in Genesis 10, and  

1. Genesis 11 explains why God divided the earth,  

2. meaning the people of the earth.  

VI. First Chronicles 1.20–42 • The Importance of Non-Israelites  
 
20 Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 21 Hadoram, Uzal, 
Diklah, 22 Ebal, Abimael, Sheba, 23 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were 
the sons of Joktan. 24 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, 26 Serug, 
Nahor, Terah, 27 and Abram, who is Abraham. 28 The sons of Abraham were 
Isaac and Ishmael. 29 These are their genealogies: The firstborn of Ishmael was 
Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 30 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, 
Tema, 31 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael. 32 
Now the sons born to Keturah, Abraham’s concubine, were Zimran, Jokshan, 



What? First Chronicles One?; 1Ch 1; 04612; Page   of  5 8

Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The sons of Jokshan were Sheba and 
Dedan. 33 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. 
All these were the children of Keturah. 34 And Abraham begot Isaac. The sons 
of Isaac were Esau and Israel. 35 The sons of Esau were Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, 
Jaalam, and Korah. 36 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zephi, 
Gatam, and Kenaz; and by Timna, Amalek. 37 The sons of Reuel were Nahath, 
Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 38 The sons of Seir were Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, 
Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 39 And the sons of Lotan were Hori and 
Homam; Lotan’s sister was Timna. 40 The sons of Shobal were Alian, Mana-
hath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The sons of Zibeon were Ajah and Anah. 41 The 
son of Anah was Dishon. The sons of Dishon were Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, 
and Cheran. 42 The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan. The sons of 
Dishan were Uz and Aran.  

A. While the Bible concerns itself primarily with the nation of Israel,  

1. not because they were better than others, but  

2. that was the nation through whom he would bring the Christ,  

a) it also concerns itself for all people.  

b) God used Israel to bless the world.  

(1) You know John 3.16:  
 
16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  
 
– John 3.16  

(2) These genealogies separate from Israel  

(3) show God’s continued providence for all nations.  

B. It is interesting to see the names of Eliphaz, Teman, Uz, et al., because  

1. those names take us back to the Book of Job.  

2. Job and his friends were not Israelites:  
 
1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job…this man was 
the greatest of all the people of the East.  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– Job 1.1–3  

a) Right away the Bible shows that he was of the East.  

b) Yet, God loved him and he loved God.  

(1) We believe Job at the time of Abraham,  

(2) showing that there were other great people on the earth.  

C. By the way, verse 39 has the first woman that Ezra listed:  

1. Timna who was Lotan’s sister.  

2. Yes, of course!  

a) Why did Ezra list her name?  

b) Perhaps someone in Israel had a connection with her.  

VII.First Chronicles 1.43–46 • Kings of Edom  
 
43 Now these were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before a king 
reigned over the children of Israel: Bela the son of Beor, and the name of his 
city was Dinhabah. 44 And when Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah 
reigned in his place. 45 When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Teman-
ites reigned in his place. 46 And when Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, 
who attacked Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his place. The name of 
his city was Avith.  

A. Remember in First Samuel 8  

1. that the children of Israel asked for a king like the rest of the nations  

2. when they were not pleased with the sons of Samuel as judges.  

B. So here were the Edomites,  

1. descended from Jacob’s brother.  

2. Israel wanted to be like the rest of the family, but  

a) as the Books of Kings and Chronicles shows  

b) that proved to be disastrous for Israel.  
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(1) Follow the Lord’s wisdom.  

(2) Man’s wisdom will get you into trouble.  

(a) God knows what he is doing.  

(b) He set up Israel and later  

i) he set up the church  

ii) just the way he wanted it.  

(1) We will see in the Revelation class  

(2) that when man perverted the church  

(a) very bad things happened.  

(b) Leave God’s things as he intended them.  

VIII.First Chronicles 1.47–54 • Mehetabel  
 
47 When Hadad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 48 And when 
Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth–by–the–River reigned in his place. 49 When 
Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 50 And when 
Baal-Hanan died, Hadad reigned in his place; and the name of his city was Pai. 
His wife’s name was Mehetabel the daughter of Matred, the daughter of 
Mezahab. 51 Hadad died also. And the chiefs of Edom were Chief Timnah, 
Chief Aliah, Chief Jetheth, 52 Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 53 
Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 54 Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. 
These were the chiefs of Edom.  

A. Ezra listed the second woman in his genealogy: Mehetabel.  

1. He did not tell the names of the wives of the other men.  

2. She was the daughter of Matred, who was the daughter of Mezahab!  

a) Well that explains it!  

b) Doesn’t it?  

(1) Why did Ezra mention these women?  

(2) The genealogies, especially of Israel, are not about men, but  

(a) giving us a line to trace  
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(b) from the beginning to the Christ.  

B. To me, this still shows  

1. that God knows every person who has ever lived.  

2. He knows everything about every person.  

a) Therefore, he can bring every person to the Judgment  

b) to talk about their entire lives,  

(1) with the exception, I believe,  

(2) of the sins that he has forgiven.  

Exhortation:  

I. From Adam to Noah  

A. we can all claim that as our genealogy.  

B. We diverge with the sons of Noah.  

II. From Adam to you  

A. God knows your story.  

B. Let the story be one of forgiveness. 


