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Can We Have the Spirit of Joseph?  
If we expect to take part in the Great Reunion, we need to have Joseph’s spirit  

Genesis 50.19–21  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 13, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Prelude:  

I. What will it take on our part to get us to heaven?  

A. We know that God has opened the door to heaven  

B. that we never could have opened ourselves, but  

1. while He has done His part,  

2. we have to show Him that we truly want it.  

II. It takes having the spirit of Joseph.  

A. His brothers had sought his death, but instead  

B. sold him as a slave into Egypt,  

1. where later they reunited after 22 years, and  

2. he did some things toward them that we never would have expected, yet,  

a) what he thought,  

b) what he said, and  

c) what he did  

(1) we must possess to enter heaven and  

(2) to participate in the Great Reunion there.  

III. After Joseph’s brothers discovered him in Egypt and  

A. they went back home to tell their father  

B. that they had found Joseph,  

1. that he was alive and  

2. that only Pharaoh was greater in Egypt,  

a) Jacob, the father of the twelve brothers,  

b) prepared to go down into Egypt to see his son.  
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IV. However, a potential problem existed.  

A. God had promised Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham, and father, Isaac,  

B. that the Land of Canaan was theirs, and  

1. that they were to live in that land.  

2. Did this mean that if Jacob and the family moved to Egypt  

a) they were disobeying the Lord?  

b) Let’s find out what God thought of it.  

Persuasion:  

I. Genesis 46.1–4 • God Reassured Jacob  
 
1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 Then God spoke to Israel in 
the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.” 3 
So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to 
Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there. 4 I will go down with you to 
Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand 
on your eyes.”  

A. Going to Egypt was part of God’s plan,  

B. for He had revealed to Abraham that such would happen,  

1. that the current inhabitants of Canaan  

2. would reach the zenith of sin, and then  

a) the Lord would remove them  

b) with Israel and Israel would dwell there.  

II. Genesis 46.26–27 • The Family Grew  
 
26 All the persons who went with Jacob to Egypt, who came from his body, 
besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27 And the sons of 
Joseph who were born to him in Egypt were two persons. All the persons of 
the house of Jacob who went to Egypt were seventy.  

A. They grew and multiplied even as we do today, but  
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B. it would not stop, and  

1. it has continued to this day,  

2. although I speak more of the spirit more than of the flesh.  

III. Genesis 46.28–29 • The Happy Reunion  
 
28 Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way 
to Goshen. And they came to the land of Goshen. 29 So Joseph made ready 
his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel; and he presented 
himself to him, and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while.  

A. Moses showed us the leadership of Judah,  

1. since he was becoming prominent among the brothers.  

B. Verse 29 does not say much, yet, it says more than we can imagine.  

1. The words are few, but  

2. how much do those words say?  

a) How did each man’s heart build with anticipation?  

b) Joseph fell on his father’s neck and wept, and  

(1) Moses added that Joseph, and no doubt Jacob,  

(2) “wept on his neck a good while.”  

(a) How long was that?  

(b) How long would it be for you?  

IV. Genesis 47.7–10 • Jacob Blessed Pharaoh  
 
7 Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Ja-
cob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?” 9 And Ja-
cob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one hundred 
and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and 
they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the 
days of their pilgrimage.” 10 So Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from be-
fore Pharaoh.  

A. Jacob saw his son again, then got to meet the Pharaoh of Egypt!  
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B. While 130 back then was not the same as being 130 today,  

1. nevertheless, it was still a great age and  

2. Pharaoh wanted to know how old he was.  

a) Abraham lived to be 175 and  

b) Isaac lived to be 180.  

(1) At 130, Jacob could tell  

(2) that he would not reach the ages of his father and grandfather.  

C. Notice that twice the text says Jacob blessed Pharaoh,  

1. whereas we would expect it to be the other way around.  

2. So, Joseph blessed Egypt and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.  

a) Sadly, later generations of Pharaohs and Egyptians forgot this blessing.  

b) What we have in this meeting is:  

(1) The greater blessed the lessor!  

(2) Like Melchizedek blessing Abraham.  

V. Genesis 49.8–12 • Judah Carried the Seed Line  
 
8 “Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise;  
 Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;  
 Your father’s children shall bow down before you.  
9 Judah is a lion’s whelp;  
 From the prey, my son, you have gone up.  
 He bows down, he lies down as a lion;  
 And as a lion, who shall rouse him?  
10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah,  
 Nor a lawgiver from between his feet,  
 Until Shiloh comes;  
 And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.”  

A. The brothers bowed down to Joseph, but  

B. the brothers, that is, their tribes, would bow down to Judah, for  

1. his tribe would be the royal tribe, and  
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2. Someone wonderful would descend through Judah,  

a) later known as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah in Revelation 5.  

b) Through Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Judah, the Seed would come.  

C. [The brothers conspiracy, Reuben’s intervention, Judah’s plan]  

VI. Genesis 50.15–21 • Joseph Harbored No Bitterness  
 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “Perhaps 
Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to 
him.” 16 So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your father died 
he commanded, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: I beg you, please 
forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.’ 
Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father.” 
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also went and 
fell down before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 But 
as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to 
bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 21 Now therefore, 
do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comfort-
ed them and spoke kindly to them.  

A. The brothers remind me of King David when he lamented to God in a Psalm,  
 
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions,  
 And my sin is always before me.  
 
 – Psalm 51.3  

1. Joseph’s brothers would have known exactly what David meant.  

2. When we hurt others,  

a) God might forgive us and  

b) our victims might forgive us, but  

(1) what we did lingers in our minds,  

(2) tormenting us until we rest peacefully in the assurance  

(a) that God has forgiven us and  
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(b) that our victims have forgiven us.  

3. The brothers tormented themselves  

a) for the 22 years that they were separated from Joseph, and then  

b) for another 17 years after they were reunited with him.  

(1) We know this because Jacob was 130 for the reunion, and  

(2) died when he was 147.  

B. Look at the spirit of Joseph:  

1. He calmed his brothers.  

2. He refused to act as God.  

3. He saw the hand of God in everything.  

4. He harbored no bitterness.  

5. He returned good for evil.  

C. The Book of Genesis ends  

1. telling us that Joseph lived to be 110 years old, and  

2. that he prophesied of Israel’s return to the Land of Canaan, but  

a) that the later generations would have to bring his bones with them,  

b) whereas his brothers would be buried in Egypt.  

(1) Years before, the brothers wanted to live in Canaan, but  

(2) they wanted Joseph to live in Egypt, then  

(a) the brothers were buried in Egypt and  

(b) Joseph was buried in Canaan!  

Exhortation:  

I. Picture Jacob seeing his son again after 22 years,  

A. believing that he would never see him again,  

B. thinking that a wild animal had killed him.  

1. Then Jacob heard that his son still lived, and  
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2. lived in great glory.  

II. You know people who have died, but  

A. First Thessalonians 4 reveals you will see them again,  

1. at the great resurrection that will happen when the Lord returns,  

2. if you and they are Christians,  
 
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 
who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.  
 
– 1 Thessalonians 4.13–18   

3. I heard brother Wendell Winkler say one time  

a) that at funerals he would conduct,  

b) the family members would not want to leave the casket, but  

(1) the funeral director had to start preparing for the next funeral and  

(2) he would tell this to brother Winkler,  

(a) who would then go say something to the family and  

(b) they would then depart easily.  

4. The director, astonished, asked brother Winkler what he had said, and  

a) he would tell the funeral director that he reminded the family of  

b) the prophecy of First Thessalonians 4.13–18.  

B. For us to have that heavenly reunion, we have to have the spirit of Joseph.  
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III. Do you know Christians who have died, whom you miss very much?  

A. What would you give to see them again?  

B. You have to give what those Christians gave.  

1. You have to give your life!  

2. They died to themselves while living on the earth,  

a) that they might live for Jesus, and then  

b) join Him when they die.  

IV. To have a reunion with those people,  

A. we have to be clean as they are clean,  

B. having all our sins forgiven.  

1. When you become a Christian,  

2. God forgives you of all your past sins, and  

a) that happens as it did for thousands of people  

b) whom we see in Acts 2,  
 
38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
– Acts 2.38 


